Mm AR? ASSOCIATIOR 


Elisabeth Gtordon Chandler 
President 


January 17, 1976 
Residence: W.B.S. Griswold 
Presents Chriswold, I^aberger 


Inforaal? The Lyae Art Association is now operating in the black, although 
this has not always been so. The Associatlcm is not tax exeapt. 

^ere is soae considemtion being given to proposals to change the orptnisa- 
tion to wake it eligible for tax-e:reaption. 

The Directors face iaaediat® difficulties: the building on Street needs 
repair and renovatifflo, doors must be repaieed or replaced, the interior 
painted, lighting improved, and a new well and adequate septic systsa 
installed. 

It is the hope of soae members that the Art Association become a Cultural 
Center <for Old lyme. It would encourage the holding of concerts, balls, 
receptions in its gallery. 

Possibly there could be formed an ''4|cadeay of th© /ine Arts'*, designed 
especially for adults and post-high school youth. This envisions the 
Includion of heads of cultural or^nlsations in the Town on Its Board 
of Trustees, 

A faculty could readij^ be fore^d in th© membership of the Association. 

To this might be added programs in the |»rforaing arts, especially music. 

Response; 

(1) The Board ct Directors of the llacCurdy-Salisbury luucational 
Foundation reqiMst a budget and financial statesent of the 
lyae Art Association; 

(2) The plan for fxinding a Cultural Center, including proposals 
for financing an "Academy”, 

The Fgundation Board of Directors will then consider whether this is in 
the scope of its activities, and the extent to which support might be 
offered. 


P.S. The Art Association is sponsoring a Children’s Art Exhibit on 
May 22 and 23, with prizes from #100 - #150. 
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THE LYME ART ASSOCIATION 
OUD LYME, CONNECTICUT 06371 



January l8th, 1976 


Dear Artist Member: . 

Please read and consider the enclosed carefully. Our Attorney,, 
Dr. Henry L. Shepherd^ has written a very complete treatise on 
the background of the Lyme Art Association and our current 
problems,, outlining three courses of action. 

I am calling a Special Meeting of Artist Members to discuss 
them and decide on which course we will follow. This is 
an all-important meeting for the future of the Lyme Art 
Association. Please try to attend if you possibly can. 

For those of you who did not attend the meeting of Dec. 12thj 
the Old Lyme Town Hall is located on the west side of Lyme 
Street (Same street as the gallery) south of the Turnpike. 

The meeting will be held in the Auditorium upstairs on 


SATURDAY, JANUARY 31st, at 11 A.M. 


May I take this occasion to wish you all a very happy New Year. 


Sincerely yoiirs 



Elisabeth Gordon Chandler 


President 


Enc. 
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January 1976 


Myron S, McKlttrick 
l6 Revere Drive Apt 4 
Bloomfield, CT. 06002 

Dea#rMr. McKittrick i 

Yourasked me to outlinedthe three possible course of action 
hhat I mentioned at our last meeting in connections with 
our respective Academies. This is as I see it and as I 
will present it to our artist members of the Lyme Art A 
Association at a Special Meeting on January 3 1 st, The 
Meeting is being held specifically to determine if we 
will proceed with our proposed Academy of Pine Arts of 
not, so it se^s a good time to discuss these alternatives 
as well. 

I- Mr, McKlttrick would form Acad^y 21 as planned. 

Lyme Art Association would form Lyme Academy of Fine Arts. 

Academy 21 would be for the instruction of the Performing 
Arts only. Ljmie Acadeany of Pine Arts would be for the 
instruction of the fine arts only. The two institutions 
would be separate and distinct but Academy 21 might wish 
to rent space in the Lyme Art Gallery for some of its 
operations. The Lyme Academy of Fine Arts would be a 
taxooexcmipt organization. Academy 21 would betr.px^sumahly 

Mr. McKlttrick and Lyme Art Association would combine 
forces and financial backing to form a Lyme Academy of the Arts - 
Pine and Performing (or some such name. There has been opposition 
to the name Academy 21 as it sounds too much like a Kight€61ubl) 

Lyme Acad^y of the Arts « Pine and Performing would be a tax- 
ex^pt organization composed of two equal branches - one for 
instruction In the fine and visual arts, the other for instimction 
in the perfoiming arts (theater, choir, ,ueic etc.). The Board 
of Trustees would be composed of incumbent heads of local 
cultural groups (Pheebe Griffin Noyes Library, Hostorical 
Society, MacCurdy-Salisabury Educational Foundation, Lyme 
Art Association etc.) as well as other outstanding citizens 
with cultural interests. Mr/ McKlttrick would be a member 
of the Board of Trustees on an egual footing with the President 
of the Lyme Art Association ans the others. He would also 
act as Director of the Performing Arts Section sfidt|msslbly as 
sseB&lAoMirector of the combined operation. Howisser the Fine 
arts section should have an artists or artists dlrestly responsible 
for policies and teaching in the art school. Tlbe 

3- Lyne Art Association would form Lyme Academy of 
Fine Arts, a tax exempt organization, obtaining its own financial 
backing and would engage Hr. McKittSick as Director. Mr. McKlttrick 
would be responsible to the Board of Trustees which would be 
made up of the 
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made up of the heads of cultural organizations in town as 
la Proposal 2 above, as well as other interested citizens. 
Mr. McKittrlck would free to explore his own Acad<^y 21 
program as well ev soibAngrss Director of the lyme Acaderap, 
and some or all of its activities could be handled uiuier 
the umbrella of bhe Lyme Acad^ay as a secondary function 
and on a trial basis, using Lyme Art Gallery facilities. 

The Lyme Academy would be set up in such a way as to allow 
a future merger of the two operations if it seemied mutually 
desirable after a year or two of trial. 

Aftre the January 31st meeting of the Lyme Art Association 
Z will know better the feeling of the members concerning 
these three proposals and whether they would wish to follow 
any of them. Pehaps we could get together again soon after 
that to discuss the matter further* 

It was a pleasure talking with you and I shall look forward 
to further discussions about our mutual aims and plans. 

Sincerely yours 


President 

Lyme Art Association 



Dear Dr, Shepherds 


January 2Sth, 1976 


Just a note to send you the covering letter with call 
of the Special Meeting which went with your proposals, 

I also enclose the three suggestions I am sending to 
Mr, McKittrick and which I will take up with the other 
artist membersii they decide to follow your thiini alter» 
native, which I hope they do, 

1 have some very good news which I think will tip the 
scales in favor 4f it. I have discussed the proposal 
for a Lyme Academy of Fine Arts with the President and 2 
other Board members of the MacCwrdy««Sallsbury Educatiohal 
Foundation, They were not aware of our Constitutional 
disposition of the asset and property in case of dissolution 
and I told them we might even change it but at present 
it was bring left entirely to them* It seems they have 
surplus funds whibh they must spend in the next year or 
two. They thought very highly of our proposed Lyme Academy 
and gave me to understand that they thought 
it would be within their constitutional purpose to help 
us get started with the seed money we need, I am to get 
estimates of the cost of renovation to the gallery needed 
to allow the Academy to function, Ifhen I have those we 
will talk further — if the proposal is approved on Saturday, 
of course, I»ll try to convince them as Z am firml|t convinced 
myself that it is the right course for us to follow. 

Again my sincere thanks and gratutude, 

With all best wishes to you and Barbara, 

Sincerely yours 


Ends. 
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Founding oF the A^csctemy and Setting of Rent” 


1- My desire to start an art school during Vice Presidency 


2- The Art fissociation's attempt to get tax exemption 

during my Presidency - denied by IRS 

3- Meeting of S^Slfr, 197^ Art Association’s Atty 

Henry L. Shepherd, proposed three alternatives 
at a fully attended Lyme Academy meeting called 
For that purpose. 

1- To remain as we were - a Cooperative Cie: organization 

run by artist members primarily to maintain a 
gallery to show and sell members work. Net eligible 
For tax exemption unda^SectionSO1-Cc] (3) IRS Code 

2- tBX[si;8Ria±(!ixaxB:BiEi|sep;Bt i ve 

To continue as an art association but turn all 
sales over to a selling agent who would collect 
and keep commissions on sales but would rent 
gallery From the Art Associa^ton. Rent would 

IRl aiiifKg unanimously 

3- To Form a completely seoarate tax exempt organization 
such as an art school which would have no connection 
with the art associai‘ton but which would make leasehold 
im•provements and in the process correct Fire 
violations that the Art Association had been 

ordered to correct, as well as improve the 
building just by making the space usable as 
an art school. 

The entire membership voted to proceed with this 
suggestion. 

4- The Academy was duly Founded and leasehold 
improvements were made la^ fo l io ws -r-—. . . . attacF^mefit 


The cost to the Lyme Academy For these was $105,000 


Because oF the expenses it was to make which would 
correct the Fire violations and improve the building 
the rent was set at a low Figure with the expefgdlture 
to be amortized over a 10 year plus 10 year renewal 
lease. 
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SPECIAL MEETING 

January 31st. 1976 - llA.M. Old Lyme Town Hall 


There were 19 present 

1- Secretary's report read and approved 

2jfipThe Treasurer's report read and approved/ A detailed copy 
is given efaeryone. Copies will be mailed to absent members. 

=©i» 

3- Dr, Shepherd's proposals. He is not present. 

1st Altern ative ; To stay as we are. Discounting contributions 
from Sam Jones we just broke even ihst year. However this 
includes $1427 contributed by artist members through the 
Bazaar etc. Without these extra contributions we had 
operatihg loss of over $1^400. If annual lossetS continue 
at the past five year average will have to close our 
doors in another five years, sooner if we make needed repairs. 
Some of these mandatory to correct fxtre law and Board 

of Health ^ vcbolationg^ 

2nd Alternative ; As outlined in RBsolution presented and, 
tabled at the Dec. 12th meeting. (Voting rights/and ooari^^®® 
of Directors with only bare majoritv of Artist members could 
result in loss of autonomy, Also Mo sealing by the Association 
•eowid be permitted. A separtfee selling organization twtSTd 4a fea 
be formed to act as ^gent# for sales. Even so IRS approval 
of tax exemption is not certain. 

3rd Alternative ; A new proposal leaving LAA as gjigiiiig 

now — a non-profit but taxable organization run exclusively 
for and by its artist members andr if orming a separate non¬ 
profit and non-taxable Lyme Acadeqiy of Fine Arts . This 
would catry on our tradition, pass our knowledge to the next 
generation, give jobs to teaching members and make us eligible 
fo4 public and private finding. Trustees of the new Academy 
would be made up of heads pf locaj^cultural organizations, 
area citzens ineterested in the arts , with a minority of 
artists on Board to assure tax-exempt eligibility. The 
Director of LyraiM^ Allen f^ls State and Federal finding d 
definite possibility for^Se^vcademy. ^ 

For^a^^sSSrC^Mri, Chandler has talked with three heads of 
McCurdy-Salisbitry Educational Foundation. They have available 
money and feel a school an asset to the town. They have told 
us to get estimates on remidelling the basement etc. and 
present them f gaT-^ ^ anding . They might be able to help. A long 
term lease would be drawn up for the Academy reserving prime 
time for LAA exhibitions. Rent would help defray expenses 
of reconditioning the gallery and making necessary improvements. 



First Selectman of Old Lyme favors Academy idea. A hand vote 
indicated enthusiasm for the thirst alternative. Mrs. Chandler 
asked for authority to proceed with this course. This was 
voted unanimously, Mrs. Chandler w^ould like to send a letter 
or the Minutes to all absent members asking for ratifi«:ation 
clecif ioii. 


of thi„ 
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Possible involvement by Myron S, McKittrick was discussed. He is 
Counsellor of Adult Educatonal Service Biv.,Un, Hartford, and Choir 
Director, Old Lyme Congregational Church. He wants to form an 
Academy ^or performing arts-prcfemarily a boys’ chodrand children^'’ 
theater. Might x\rant to use gallery facilities. In discussions 
with him Mrs, Chandler suggested 3 possible courses of action and 
colloboration; 


Lyme Acdemy of Fine Arts and McK. Acdemy to operate indepeedently 
of eahh other. 

Lyme Acdemy FA and Mrs. McK. to form Aj^meiV iAcalemy of the Srts 
Jointly pooling available funds, (Me. McK has samdifi^ancial 

backing. He would direct..performing arts section* Artists 
K. to Rave vogc|^on^Boara. 


weaid would dieect art section. 


3- Fine Arts Academy would engage Mr. McK. as/Director. He 
could pursue his performing arts activities as a secondary operation 
possibly using gallery facilities. Merging of two operations possible 
after several years trial, McK would be employee of Fine Arts Academy 
and have no voice on the Board. 


Rather than elect a committee to explore/possibilities and decide 
on best course of action, it was voted to give Mrs, Chandler authority 
to pusue the matter and make recommendations at the May meeting. 


4- New Business ;a-It is voted to make Dr. and Mrs, Shepherd Honorary 
Patron Members in recongition of all they have done for tis. 

b- To save postage, it is voted to pick up prospectus and entry 
cards for season's shows at May 8th meeting. c- Do we send Mm. 

MacRobbie a bill for dues? He is over 90 and in California, Voted "No". 


5— Old Business ;a-Explanation of new alarm keys 

b- Motion to raise dues for Associates from $7.50 to 
$10 defeated/ It is voted not to include letter soliciting donahtions 
with the dues bills. 

Meeting adjourned 

Respectfully submitted 
JM 


Please fill put and sign the ratification of motion concerning the 
action tag;en on Dr, Shepherd's third alternative and return as soon 
as possible. 



a Special Meeting of Artist Members held January 31st, 1976, 

It was unaimously voted to proceed with the third alternative proposed 
by Dr. Shepherd (^founding of a separate tax-exempt, Academy of Fine 

Arts.^ The undersigned hereby approves _ said action 

disapproves- ilfged _ 














DETAILED AGENDA 
SPECIAL MEETING - 1-31-76 


1- Minutes - correct 

2- Treasurer»s Report 

3- Dr, Shepherd’s - ppoposals 

a- 1 st Alternative ; STAY AS IS 

YeEE’s income less non-artist contributions:- $ 7,76l 
-: Yearr’s expenses (- 7®) 7,@6l 

Artist contributions 1,427 

-: Actual operating income 6,334 

-: Actual operating loss 1,427 

-; Average loss over 5 years 1,249 

-; Present Bank balance $5,740 

Assuming no major repairs would last 4i years 
5 years ago was almost$12,000 


b- 2nd Alternative - P^SOLUTIQN of jb2-12-75 (tabled) 

—: Loss of autonomy 

-: Success of application contingent on degree of loss 
Eavetti opinion / Shepherd opinion 

c- 3rd Alternative -/^JMSeMY OF FINE ARTS 

-: Academy long time goal, would further original puppose 

of founding members in furthering cause of traditiohal art, 

-a would provide a school of instruction in basics and 
fundamentals of art now rare or non-existent. 

-: would take advantage of trend toward traditional 

-; would be most easily started in a bi—centennial year 
when people interested in pats values 

-; Would make be eligible for funds from Federal, State 
and Loeel foundations and individual citizens. 

-; Would give source of income to members through teachinh 

-: We could have our cake and eat it too as LAA. would not change 

-: Control over Academy would be in hands of substantial citizen 
of area but control over teaching would be with LAA members 

-; Possibility of loss of tax exempt status for Old Lsrnie RE tax 
minimized if we continue to increase use of gallery for 
cultural and educational purposes underLAA as well as Academy 
First Selectman favors an Acadey here and Art as primary 
Old Lyme product as in past. 

-; Funding; MavCurdy Salis/bury Educational Foundation 

Possibility of McKittrick plan later contingent on vote 
to puBue Academy alternative, 

^ Vote on Direction to be followed — 1st 2nd or 3J’d alternative. 

McKittric k 











detaiied agenda cont..,. page 2 


d~ McKj-tt^rick involvement; ; 

M^ron S. McICittrick 

Educational Consellor Adult Educational Service Div, 
University of Hartford 

Chair Director - Old Lyme Congrgational Church 
Introduced by - Bill Steeves 

b'ill start Academy 21 in Old Lyme for Boys choir and. 

Children’s theater - has funding thhough hisffimxfy? 
Has offer of church auditorium for some activities 
Might want to use gallery facilities for others 
Would,be interested in being Director of Lyme Acdemy 


//////////////////////////////// 

Vote on which of three proposals made to him we should 
follow up. 

Inclusion of Performing Arts would make us/more acceptafael 

to IRS Could then be called Lyme Academy of the Arts 

Visual and Performing 


Nfew Business ... 

-- and Mrs. 

a- Ratification of Dr./Shepherd’s Honorary Patron Membership 
b- Prospectus for shows - one page - separate cards??? 
c- other 


0L8 Business 

a- Alarm Keys - position OFF =12 o’clock - ON = 3; o’clock 
b— Other 
Adj ourn 
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so "h* Wfensbe.s of 8H£ LYtC ART ASSOCIATION 


I. An Hiatogieal Skoteh 

Tha Lyme A?t Aeisoeletion bessms e Conneetlcut eospoteti'^n vlthout e^sitai 
stosk in I9S.4, Five men* Firank A. Bieknell* William S. Robinaon^ Lewis Cohan 
Cali thffae mentioned in **i>)i88 Florence anij the Artists of 014 Lyme** by Arthur 
HeRing)t Joseph S. Huntington (a prominent 014 Lyme reaitfent)* an4 Ju4ge Walter C. 
Noyes Ceho became the Association’s first president) file4 the original certificate 
of incorporation, approveiS July 15» 1914» as attested the next cSay by Albert 
Phillips^ then Hsjs'etary of the State of Connecticut« 

fhe 4oewinent contains^ only three brief articles. The first stated the 
corporation’s name; the third set forth its location ee Old Lyme; snA the second 
defined its purposes, nsmelyi 

**.o,to own and meintain an Art Gelleryt to hold art exhibitions! 
to advance the cause of art, andi to promote such interaats of the 
Town of 014 Lyme, Connecticut, aa may be dstarminad by the membara.** 

Incorporation follows^ a doran years of informal organization. Artists 
of the Old Lyme area had held an exhibition in 1902 and thereby are believai^ to 
have earned the distinction of being the first non-urban art association in 
the United States, That show and others held intermittently during the 
succeeding years until 1921 wore housed in the Phoebe Griffin Noyes Library. 

The first step toward the realization of the Association’s charter phrase 
j^Jyg^n and maintain an Art Gallery** occurred November 23, 1917, whan Florence 
Griswold executed a eStted to The Lyme Art Aasbeiatibn of^ **lond located on the 
west Sid® of Lyme Street, 8o<=called* in the Town of Old Lyme,** The recite({ 
consideration was one ^llar. (While Florence Griswolci was a^inistratrix of 
and sole heir to the estate of her sister, Helen Adele Griswold, she rsoonfirmed. 
her gift by e corrective deed dated April 24, 191B,} The dimensions of the 
approximately one and 1/9 acres of land, based upon the dsecr^^Lions in those 
deeds arei 400 feet 10 inches along Lyme Street, 34 feet along land of tha Lyme 
Historical Society ° Florence Gsi©wold Howae, theinea 440 feat along the canter 
of a brook to the center of the ice pond end its spillway, and thence easterly 
192 feet to Lyme Street. On march IS, 1951 tha State of Connecticut, acting by 
Highway Commissioner G, Albert Hill, quit-claimed to the Aeeocii^tion 43 one- 
hunf«redth8 of an acre of land on tha nortNvestarly side of Lyme Street at Route 
156 A (this ehoulrf read ♦’eouthwesterly*’ if reference to the Association’s parcel 
was meant.) 

Tha second step was taken in 1920-21 when the gallery was constructed at 
a cost of about $20,000, part of which was raised by a ten-year 5% mortgage loan 
of $9,000 granted November 2, 1920 by a summer visitor, Anjonda A, Pope, of Orange, 
New Jersey. The loen was paid in full in November 1922. The William 0. Goo<^n 
Memorial Gallery was praaanted in 1938 by hie widow in honor of this long-time 
president of the Association. 

The above-mentioned deed from the State described the Aseoclatlon as a 
**non-profit corporation**. Naverthelasa in 1958 the Court of Common Pleas for 
Nee London County was celled upon to iSeeifAe whether or not the Town of Old Lyme 





tax tte Aasociatien^a p?@pe?ty» then asessea^ at S2i,i80a Ju^e Joseph 
So Lcngo, ©f Norwleh, iifyle«< that the AseoeJLatlon qualified fo? taK-=axe«ptlon 
in 01^ Lyoie **83 an a#jeationai o? ehafitebla institution**. In the eeurse 
of his mafaQrandya of deoiaiens filed. Septemba? 69 19SS, ha eaidi **The 
ansiQy?agaa®nt of a?t aa^vas to aaakan an eppreeiation of eeothatio -j^^alyaao.. 
a?t aoeiatiee as'e aasantialiy adysational in puspoae,,,the Aesooiation aae 
organized for a^^ational or eharitabla purposes and, o cits property ie used 
axclusivaly for earrying out sysh pyrpoaes».«** (This desiaion is fila^ under 
tha naae of tha plaintiff^ ahieh aas arronaousiy styled "Old Lyae Art Assoreiationi, 
Inoo") 

Seventeen years latsrt on April 14, 19TS, tha Association filed an 
application, dstad Hlarsh 16, 197S, for tax^axemptian under the federal Internal 
Revenue Cods and lost. The district Director of the Internal Revenue Service, 
in Boston, signed a letter tSatmJ June 23, 19fS, which said* among other thlnga* 

"Tha art gallery in this eaae is engaged in showir^ and selling 
tha works of its own members end is a vahiele for 'advancing their 
careers and promoting the sale of their worko It serves the 
private purposes of ita member and non<^=«s(rt)er artists, sven though 
the exhibition end sale of paintings may be an edyeational 
activity in other raepects, 

"The presence of a single non-^chariteblo or non-=«ducat ional 
purposa, if subatantial in natura will preeludo exemption un^r 
section 501(c)(3) regardlesa of the number ©r importance of truly 
eS^ritable or ad^ational purposes. 

"Accordingly we held that you are net organized and. operatedf 
aseluaively in furtherance of exempt purposes and therefore 
not exempt under proviaions of section S0lCc)(3) of the CodSc" 

Tha certificate of insorporetion of the Aaeociation waa extaneively amendad 
by your action in 197$, in ordsr to maat technical re<^iramante of aection 
501(c)(3), aniA to provida that lupon dissolution of the Aaaociation all of its net 
asseta would pass to tha RcCurdycrSeiisbury E^^ational Foundation. On August 21, 
1975, the amendaante were filed with and aeei^ted by the office of Gloria Scheffer, 
Saeretary of the State of Connecticut, 

Two extensions of timo, to September 22, 1975, were granted by I.R.S. 
within which to file a protest to the ebove adverse ruling. On Septamtor 17, 

1975, I.R.So was infor*^ that no protaat would be filed* Thereoftar, numerous 
discussiena occurred concerning the future course of the Aasocietion. They 
culminated in proposals for further amending the certificate of incorporation. 

At a meeting of the artist msmbera in the Old Lyme Town Hell on becember 12, 

1975, the proposals were tabled pending conoiddration of various alternatives 
open to the Aaaociation. 



11. Sam^eB gf 


A aosiai club san b« taK=««8B?)t wncte? Sastiosi 501 of th» Intarnal Rawanu# 
Cod®. S®(, ahy sanerot Tha Lyiiw Aeaoeiation qyalify for similar iroatmant? 

TIhiare ere two aspagta of this question. Firat^ for wt^t purpose is 
tass-*s®aptio« sought? 

Tha only reason for a ao@isl olub'^B niahing suxsh status ia the avoidanua 
of tast on wSiatewar nst imoam ita asti^itiaa ii»y generate. For The Lyme Art 
Aa8o@iation» on the other )^nd* this eonsidsration is not important. It nay 
he^i;® made a small **prGfit** in 19?5} but losses in prior yeare offset that aoNtunt 
end much more. The Association had a weightier reason for seeking to be 
recognized as an exempt organization. TJ^at was to avail itaalf of a different 
part of the Internal Revenue Cods, nemaly. section 1?0. which makes it possible 
for an individual to deduct from his taxable income the amount of his donations 
to educational, religious, scientific, literary and various othsr c^ritebls 
founctetions and corporations that qualify undsr saetion S01{c)(3). Woraovsr. 
contribytions to ouch organizations ere deductible for ostete and gift tax 
pusposss. C Donations to sociel clubs and the like are not deductible as 
charitable contribytions.) 

It ia readily understandable hiw important section 1?0 can be to a body 
such as The Lyme Art Association. If a person sere essured that whatever he 
i^,^ted.to.it would be deductible Cup to ^ par cent of his **adjy8ted gross 
iniome** for income tax purpoaesl fw might be more generous than if no such tax 
minimizii!^ inducement existed. For this reason ■=■<= deductibility «<=* I.R.S, is 
strict in applying tttt provisions of the law. bacause its buainsss is to protect 
and collect tha revenue. At ths same time, many taxpayers, particularly wealthy 
ones, seek to reduce their tex liabilities. Thase two points of view produco 
a conflict in which the odde favor the government, as ia uaual in thase matters. 

The aell^known though mysterious Howard Hughes had a part in the 
increasingly etringsnt attitude of the U.S. Treasury Department and X.R.S.. 
its agency. Ha angered Uright Patman of Texes as early as 1962 (I wee then the 
Hew England member of tho Advisory Group to the Commisaioner of Internal 
Revenue and knew of tho Congrssaii^n^s inquiries.) Hughes had obtained I.R.S. 
approval of a medical foundation as a **@haritable organization**. Of itaalf. tNit 
approval was inoffaneive} but Patman viewed it as a device to onebla Hughes 
Aircraft Corporation to escape fsdsral income taxes on many millions of ctollars <»=> 
without substantial benefit to medicine or any other charitable purpose. This 
and other alleged abuses by people of power and wealth were publicly disclosed in 
1968, leading to the adc^tion by Congress of loeptole^losing Code provisions and 
to a less lenient administration of the lew by I.R.S. 

The key word in saetion ^1 is "exclusively**. The organization that 
seeks exeayit status oust prove it was formed and is operated exclusively for 
tho charitable objective. The District Director*s ruling eephaeized this paint 
when it stated that the presence of a single non^^cNiritsble or non'=«<t«getionol 
purpoM, if sybstsntial in nature, would preclude exemption. 




TSttss «• •g’ipiw* at the aaeead aapast of the syuiaatiBn aakod in the fig'et 
pas-egsapHo How doaa a aocial eiub os an art aesoeiation nset the rigid teata 
of aestion 501? The anawer la apparently ttia same in both oasaei (a) eaeh awat 
be if?cfi!=profit» that ia, it aaat not intend to make a profit and if there ia 
one it aiyst be ^spliad toaarda the baeie objeetiwai and (b) no private individyal 
ehall reeeive any benefit fro® its net earnings s The Lyie® Art A88osiatien°8 
objeet and ita perforeane® are not profit-=*fflBklnQf and any awrplya that wight 
ariee aouid ba yaed to maintain the gallery and cover as^panaase On diasolution* 
its asaeta would go to the PteCurdy“Salisbury Etfeieaticnal Founetetiono No one 
has aver reeeived any distribution frc» it© greaa or not aarninga •=“ eseept 
for parwiasibl# aarvieaa oetually rendered* On the faee» therefore^ it would 
appear that the Aaaosiation gyalifiaa* Not as a social club or the lika» but aa 
an Bdusetional or eJwritabla og'ganiration “•= the kind that qualifiaa under both 
aeotion SOI and asetion 1?0« 

Thera ia the rwb. When aestien l?0 «sy enter the picture, the 1»R.5«, 
without saying so, etiffen* ita defense* to a dagras not es^eriencad by aooial 
clubso The second teat above now beeeffiea ala^lyi •’No private indivicfeial ahell 
reeeive any benefit.” No matter whether gross or net aarninga ora involved, 
or whathar a monetary meeaure of benefit ia poaaibla. This approach led to the 
ruling by loR.So that exemption was denied the Association bacauaa ”The art 
gallery is engeged in ehowing and selling the works of its own members end ie a 
vehicle for advancing their careers...It aarvea the private purpoaea of..oartiata." 

The diaeussiona since that ruling have eentarad aroundi (1) the ways in 
which that impadimant t© taK-^axemption might be romovedii and ( 2 ) whether and why 
any change in the Aaaoeiatlen®a manhar of eperetion should bo s»d». 


Ill. The Pjyaaa yptf ainuees of the Statua_Qwft 


”1 leaped headlong into the sea, end thereby have 
bacoma batter JE^queinted with ttw aeundlnga, the 
qyiekaanda end the roeka, than if I had atayod 
upon the green shore, and pipad a silly pipe, and 
took tea and comfortable advise® John Kaata Cl'820). 

•*0(?®a change a thing, to gat it back to ita 
priatina state Isn^t easy.” “ Pontanua (IfTB). 

••tthan it ia not naeeaasry to change, it ia necessary 
not to chainga.** - LueiMS Cary (1660). 

Of these three allye&ons to the stetua qu® «y pragmotic favorita is the 
last, end oldsat one. The headlong boyish leap in Endymion aeema exciting 
and inviting, until the realities of the tjuicksanda and the rocks. Pontonua* 
advice, in effect, that you can«t ynssramble eggs, ia a provarb wopW> reawmbaring. 
But Cary»a admonition ealla for solid thm«ghtand earnaat rofloetion. 

The Lyme Art Aaa^iation haa lived a long, interesting lifatima and enjoys 
good health. The roll of its mambers, both living and dacaaaad, is diatinguiahod} 
its sxhibita yaar after year delight tNxuaande of visltoroo The gallery that 
alta in Old Lyme by the black ica pond on shaded grountlNi ie one of the loveliest 



ai 9 ^ts eHeii^ ComiaeUeut shosalinse Zt Us atra^r^ga a e^rorigiy 
h«ld epinZssn s^poaaa ehastge. Take **t8a end eeafoirtabie advise**, and ehy not? 

Needed s^epeirs to the gaiiaffy, snuaiapatad by P^eaidant Ciiaabeth Cordon 
Chendiar, insioda painting the interior and entarior (trim end skylight), 
achieving conformity aith fire regulations, floor refiniahing, etc, A nea roof, 
or major mending of the present one, and rspaira to aiile, gutters and drains 
may be racpirad aithin tee or tteee yoare. These may be other things. It might 
be prudent to engage a loeal builder to survey the gallery and make his aepert 
recetonendationa, together aith satimated costs end a euggeetad time tabla« This 
information might indicate ahather or not change of some sort is nacessary, 
despite a hankering for the status ^uo. It is best, as Patrick Henry otoerved, 

•*te knee the woret, and to provitte for it.** Perh^a substantial commissions, 
increased receipts from duss and acftnisaions, togothsr mith mors voluntaar work, 
will obviate the deferment of essential maintenance. Poasibiy aom gifts may 
be «»de by people uho are eilling to be donors without tax advantages. 

nrs. Chandler also tabulated desirable future improvementa. The list ie 
eKtenaivsi building bookshelvea for a reference library, ramodeling the file 
room, improving gallery lighting, draping the entrance hall ceiling, installing 
insulation, a better heating plant and air<=CBnditioning, eoMtrueting a parking 
let, providing outdoor garbage pail holders, remodsling the bessmsnt for elaaa 
rooms, digging a deep mall, putting in a e^tle semaga system, and creating 
pantry facilitieso Even one insjgierienead in these matters can guess that 
price tags attached to this list would aggragato tana of thousands of dollars <»<= 
the kind of money that only **angel8** accumulate. 

Adherents of the status quo s»y wall be appalled by the prospect, Uhy 
osiBask upon an e^snsive venture that may roquira fundsmental alteration of what 
is known so wall and been enjoyed so long? Especially when the effort might 
ultimately fail short of aspeetations. And woreas if the capital inprovsmsnta 
were made, the Aaeaciation might ba saddled with costs of upkeep and operation far 
beyond its future maana «> a fata that has overtaken small eoliagas and other 
institutions in a period af monetary inflation and economic recession. 

let u8 leave this topic until later on, while assuming that 7hs Lyms Art 
Association will rsmaln aa it is, a^mistsrsd by the artist members and serving 
as a vehicle for **shatting and selling** thsir works. 

An Institution is not its roel astate, ussful though it may ba. Hare an 
inte«^ibla is to be preserved and promoted by The Lyme Art Aaaoeiation. The 
intangible is art. To ba aura, but whet kind? Some mueaume and gallarlaa 
collect and display pigmant blobs of black an black and mutilated matallie 
monetroaitias, Zs that Art in Old Lyma? Some of you havo told ma that your 
concern ia with ''traditional art*'. But whaas tradition? Eakimoo have artistic 
traditions, and so do Moot Africans, Bad Indians, Csstsrn Slavs, and so on. 

Even for the most snthusisstic rrsnco<°philo thors is mors to tho fino arts than 
the products of thoes giftsd opponanis of academic training who aaaociatod in 
laiaaaz’^faire fashion to oahibit thsir pelntinga and came to bo known <^initially 
in derision as Improsaisniata, And those other french naturist^landaeapiat 
escapists from classical eenvention, those men who linked thsmsslves to the 
suburban villego of Barbizon, did not (wnopolize ths medium, either. 


Aftas (Boneidasabla r*o«as«b and aewaral dirafta, «y aosggaatad ttefinition 
of whet you »?• intent upon defending «»» relayed to ywsw Exeeutiwe Coswittee, 

It eae deeigned for inelueion in Article 11(a) of the rewisod certificote of 
incofffjoration end rood as foSloeo* 

♦•a.atho fine orte of painting and eeulpture that 
eoeaunieete truth in eenaible* non^^ertMl forea 
rendered by artiete who poeaaae and raepeet technical 
knowledge and a^ire to exeellaT^a of parforeanca 
while es^rasaing their feelings,•* 

The Exaeutiwa Coamittee auggeated charging **pai«tinQ and aeulptura*' to 
“viaual arts**© baceuao the letter phrase takas in all media, including gr^hiee, 
which the Association currontly axhibita. 

Second, the esaaittoa suggaatad oaitting •’truth*, as being hard to defineo 

During the Town Hall aeeting, ana of you urged deleting •’aanaibla*’, beeaua# 
soae paintings bsen hung upsids eteatn. 

Thsrafors, pursuant to the diacusolona to date, it might appear that The 
Ly«e Art Asaociation ia eongernad with preserving and promoting visual fine «»fte 
in all media, sans truth, asms sensibility®. This only goes to show hew difficult 
it i# to reach egreamant on the formulation of a concept. Soma of the eritico 
(e,ge, my old friend, Thooitoeo M, Greene, in ♦’Arte and the Art of Critieiosf) 
are driven by logic wid owporienco to concoda the unreliability of objective 
standasda, 

this being so, the atrengaat argument for maintaining the statue quo may 
ba that, so long as a majority of you eontrol the elaetiwsa to ortiot_ membership 
and the kind of art to ba ashibitod, you will continue to have what a majority 
of you want <»» irraapaetlve of axegatie problame. 

The alternative could ba a takaavar by Young Turks anaaored of such articulate 
ehar^tars as ths puckish Tom Wolf a, who, in *The Painted Word*, envisions Art 
as pure theory 

*,,.unctefllad by vision, flat, flattar, flattest, a vision 
invisible, oven ineffable, aa Inaffable as Angela, 

*And there, at last, it waal Ho more raalism, no more 
represantational objoeta, no «asro linos, eolere, forma, 
end contoura, no more pigments, no more brualv^trokoo, 
no more ewsotlona, no more frames, walls, gallarlss, 
museums,aoano more audience re€pir«d,»*Ju8t »the artist® 

®»oWh® mmf ba anyone or no one at all, for nothing is 
demanded of him, not avan axiatencs.,.* 




In t»w By#* of toR.S.p The Ly«w Afft Acaeeiation is an astlB^o® soops^ative 
tSiat glvBB thB pybl&e ineidantel eultiuiral bansfitee 

RevBmjB RMlins ?l<=395p pyoowlgaftod in IStX by 4he U.S. Tffaaauffy Dapaftiwnt, 
daeesibad a *'e;oQpe8ativa ast gailasy** (not in Old ILytnc) f@ra»d and oparatad by a 
g?o(qi of app?oximataXy 50 artiats for the pyspose of axhibiting and aaXXing 
thai? aoffkao Aeso^ding to the atataoiant of faetat additional aambaffe aeee 
adaittad fsoa time to tiaie by approval of tha existing merobossj the gallery aae 
open aitlfwut ctwrge to tha pubiio six days a mmkt a !iie«ib*r<=panel **Jorietf* the 
exhibitions and oeoaaionelly individual mofsbare sNieted their aork an a rotating 
basist ell worka esre for sale, and so^ eould ba rantadi the gallery retained a 
eoWRisaion fro* ealae and rentals to ©over eoate of its opsrationi any defioite 
eere ©overad by epaeial aaaaaeaents of the iRembcrs. Exeiapt status under seetion 
^l(c)C3) aae deniad® Sueh e ruling haa tha for®a of la», so »»turaUy tha 
Oiatriet Director quoted directly from it in the paragrs^hs of hie latter 
aantioned in section **Z** aboveo 

In ay wise, granting tax-exai^t statue to organizations such as Ths Lyme Art 
Association under aection 5G1, sith attanc^nt indiract bsnsfite under aactian ITO, 
eould be an inaxpansiva subsidy to tha arts. Ths federal goverovRent hee done 
little or nothing in this ^hers since ths brisf Kennedy aekninistration, and 
eapacielly ainca tha and of ths Great Dc^rscaion^a WoP.A» prejaeta. But thia is 
a iRBttar for tha Cengreaet I.R.S* is si^ly a bureau nhieh intarprate the lae 
aa it is, in tha interest of eollecting ths revenue. 

The Lyaa Art Association ©an qualify for the benefito of tox==axoaption only 
by eliainating all its aslling activities ehich involve msabers'^ eorfea. A suggestion 
hse boon aads that artist nsebara might continue to exhibit thair aerka in tha 
gallery, without showing prices in the eataioge or on tha walls, leaving 
interested visitors te make inquiries directly to the artiste, presumably by 
telaphona or mail, Evan if this procedure wars prscti&al, and especially if it 
were, X.R.S, doubtless would deem it an illegal subterfuge. iTax«sxenption, 
even when granted, is subject to withdrawalo) 

One iwthod of attempting te divorce The Lyme Art Association from mambore® 
sales was iipiicit in tt» rsMlutions submitted to you in Decsstber 1975. Tha 
amsndaants they contained ware designed originally to accomplish three elms =«• 
in the interest of tax-examptioni (1) to dafins clearly and irrevocably tha 
Association's puspoaast (2) to aliminata salsa by it for private, individual 
benefiti end (3) to free the Aaaosiation from domination by its artist membarao 
The last aim been wetarad down in tha version you sa®, to the point where artist 
members would still control the board (by one vote) end ths latter would appoint 
all officers end eoamittsea. (frankly, that ♦•eeapromiaa*' might not pass muster 
with loR.S., as will appsar below.) 

Thw other phscs' of my plan contaapietad that tha artiste would organize 
an entirely separate corporation to handle exhibitions and aalss of thair work. 

In other words, thia corporation, net Ths Lyra Art Association, would ba tha 
artiste® cooperative. It a&ould (a) have its own raploysss or voiuntaars to monitor 
the shows snd dssl with ths public; (b) enter into an automatically ranawabia 
Isasa agrseinsnt with Tha Lyra Art Association to assure exhibit arses at 
dsairad tiraei and (e) collect cemmiasiena from ths artists® sslss, cut of which 
it would psy rsnt to ths Association and other selling expenses. This separate 
corperwtlon would bo n©«<=profit end non-^mtock, but no stfeeiqjt would bo madr to 
^alify it for tax'^xofiptiono 


QJK^lo8J»ly» lass coymsstien bateaan Tiw tyro Ast A»®c<8ieUe« a«d tha 
sapaipoi* eo^porations bettsPo Hsnc®» the SM«®e8«fMl atyatagy might sail foff 
th@ Bfftiot «»«b8ff8® 9 i<»ing up their (sontrol af Tha Lyme Art Aaaogiation^depandirtg 
salaly on tha laase agraamant for the ©antinyation of aahibitiona o« their 
oen term®. No longer eowld artiat aerabora ba tha only peraona eligible to vote 
and to hold offise in TNi Lywa Art Aaaoeiatien. Elaetiena «o«ld be free* Eventually 
the Young Turk#, whoever they asf® and shataver their tastes^ might take aver, 
for good or bad® dreading on tha point of vice, 

Tmstisally® the reaolotiona eould be adopted in their present oompromiaa 
version* elfeh the thought* ?»«vofftheless* that loR.S, probably eould withhold 
approval unleaa you soneantad to a coaplata diWree of tha Association from 
any activity for your individual benefit<> 


Two altarnativaa have tsan dlscuasad* (1)' maintwtanca of the atat&sa quo* 
with minor wdifieetionaj or C2) a combination of reconatituting Tha Lyma 
Art Asaeciotion to t^a oimtrol away from tha eetiat maffibara* and tha formation 
of a new eorporaiion to embody tha artis^ia® cooperative. The first elterneUv* 
would maen abandening the idea of obtaining tex‘=«*a«pt etetue for Tha Lyma Art 
Association, The aasond altamativa might reault in favorable tax traatmsnt, 
but it would faa ©ojqjlisatad, i^uld involve additional as^nao* and might raault 
in the loas* or radical alteration* of tha A®eeeieti©n»8 goals howevar you 
eay dafina them, 

Thera is a third alternetiva. Instead of allowing The Lyme Art Association 
t© be forced into a new mold that might be repugnent to many of you* eonaidaratlon 
night bs given to a **bransthing out*®, 

Tha Aaeociation'*8 long°>rtNtgs objectives* catalogued by firs. Chandler* inclua^d 
tile ostabliehnent of e Lym Academy of Fine Arte, It had been thougttef ee an 
auxiliary or an adjunct to The Lyme Art Aeasciation. Yet it could be organized 
es an entirely distinct and aeperote lnetitutton,J The thought hae been expressed 
'=Sharmueii?~ballet* md othi«reH'fcr«e, even li^^ in addition to pointing* 
eeulptare and graphica* eight in ties be embraced and aneouragad by tS» Academy. 
Clese teaching* dsmonatretioffio, performaneas* general and children® s exhibitim^* 
public lactureo on history of the arte end on travel and wild life (using elidaa) 
end on other smttaee of eamaunity interest, might be among the Acedemyea 
eetivitiee. In time it might aceaffluuiate a modaet reference libreryi and eome of 
its metivitiea might bs undarteken in conjunction with The Lyme Miatorieal Society, 
the Sloyaa Library and local public acheols. 


The Academy* in eoneept end protobly in eventual reality* would involve e 
aubatantlel deportuee from The Lyme Art Aoaaeiation, Ergo* lot it be “on its 
own*' 1 ^ imitio . Such an organization, with aueh objaetivea, formed and operated 
as a community venture, should not es^orienes difficulty In obtaining tox=«xe«^t 
status. Nor should It lack for aom© engela along tlw way. 

No ohjectlon eould be raised by J.R.S.* in my opinion, to the appearance 
of soma artist msmbsrs® names atsong the foundsre of the Academy end even on 
its board of trustees and ee^itteea* so long as they are mt in tha majority 
in any instance, (The same people®a nxmsas often ere found in similar eapaeitiaa 
in churches, schools* historical sociotiaa* hoapitala, museume, and other 
alsaaosynary institutiona without raising questiena as to their motives,) Also* 






^Iwf« «h® 43 ld b» n« objeeiiofi by loR.S. to a ionQ-tasa i«a*a agsaaaant, 
waoe^iatad afe a?®®* langib bataaaR tha Acedaay and ftha ftaaoelatiani, designad 
4® assoa^iiah two goaiat (1) to aaeaia a plaoa fot A®ads«y a»hibition8« elaasee^ 
an offic8> end paaalbly fos ^aeiowa pesfoiMsanBaa (all awbjaet of eouaaa, to 
tha Aa8®eiation»8 paior waada for its mn ahofflo)! and (2) to provide additional 
ravenua. through rentala^ for tha Aaaosiation^a expenaea of aaintenonffia, repaira 
and sparation. Aa a tenant, the Asattomy (with tha Aaaoeiation®a prior aritten 
approval) eowld make •'leaeohold i«ap*©ve«ent8*» to the^'gallory, aa and ahan 
retired funda aete ganeratad by gifts or othoraiaa* 

This third altaawative eeuld appear to ba the maana of year having the 
sake and eating it, too* Probably, the Academy, alth its broader objectivea and 
(it is hopad) with taK^esowpt etatoa, ssould have greeter appeal to more 
proapaetiva ttsnora than aaa ever the eeae with the Asaociation* If ao, all 
parties would banafiti the better the financial position of the Academy the batter 
gallery tenant it would be® 

' Prime movers in the interest of fosmlng tha Lyme Academy of Fine Arta 
or ^hatavar name it might go by =>= sNjuld ereata an infowal eommittae to 
suggest a eorporate otama, draft objaetlvaa and an outline of a ccnatitution, 
raeommand duaa and eleaaaa of mombaeehip, ptapmsm e alote of initial truataoa 
and offieara, and aumaariaa tha daairod olament® of a laaaa agreement to be 
negotieted with repreecsitativea of The Lyme Art Asaosietion* By the »mm token, 
the Aasociatien mgith a^^int ita own comittce to diacuaa leaae terma an a 
praliminory beaiOo If those .ata^a ware t^an aoon, e report might be readied 
for the Spring emating of the Aaeostotion* 


The next atep. If all went well, weasld be to ineogporate and organire 
the Academy and prepare and file an application for tax-exempt status under the 
Intamal ravanua coda. If tha applieation ware denied, which appaare unlikely, 
vary little would have bean loat, except tiwe and effort, in a good eauaa. 

If it wore granted, the implementetion of ectivltia© could go forward at an 
appropriate pace® A large •‘plus*’ for tha Academy would esclat in tl» fact that 
it could have a home in the Aasociatien*a gallary, including tha aa yet 
undavelopad basamant® Ala©, an informal ralationalhip with tha Lyme Hlatorleal 
Saeiaty might in time rlpan into eollmboration, including the use ef 
the latter*a fagilities for etoraga @«d displays® Another poeeibility la that 
the Mayas Library might aseiat the Aeadamy in developing and housing a 
library ©f the arts® 


Tha Academy might vary sell aid in expanding Connecticut®a cultural life 
in a comimsnity already wall«4«ncwn for ita artistic etmoaph^a. And thi# can 
ba aeeoapliahed without aubtracting any strength from axiating organizational 
rather, the raveraa is aora likely to be true <=»® e eynergy of culture® 





Ttw status qua ean bs omintainsd by doing nsthingo A fss pan strokss and 
« ¥oles wots might solidify the pasta but sueh a st^ af^sacs inadvisable« 

Wy ds-aft of Aettele 111(c) of the ffasised eastificata of ineospoaation eaad 
in pastI 


'*A11 fsombaas ram and hsffsafta? of this Cespofation 
shall ba daamed to have es^paasaly consented and agsraad 
tt«t (i) the lanpiage of eubs^tion (a) of Article XI 
hoaeof ooeShail mt bo rnmnded, altarad* adthid to oa 
dalatad in ahoia ec in peat ehiaing the astistaimsa of 
said Co»peaation*.o** 


This language rapasaentad my attanpt to allay faers that ths dapendsnce (upon a 
aiopla majority of artiat members on the boerd» combined aith voting poasr for 
slterraito membarSft might load to derogation of the printsiplaa for nhich the 
A88o(Bietion aiatftdSe. In my baUof, it shoosld jsi be adopted, as the difficulty 
of defining the eaneapt of art has made elaar» 

If the statue q»e is to be maintained by (chting nothing, honovsr, some 
caveats might be borne in mlndi (a) it is also to injaot nea idsaa from time 
to time end in your ease tM.a can ba dem by encouraging more yout^ artists 
to exhibit in your ehoa« and thus qualify for voting msmbershipi (b) the 
principles and ipsrating practices that led Judge Longo in 1958 to adjudge the 
Association except frem Old Lyme property ts»^ sNsuld be edharad to in order 
to retain that local axeaptionf and (e) a leaaa agraement aith the Academy 
described in **¥** ebevs mould be of groat inportance to the fineneiol haelth 
of both the Academy and the Asaociatien mtd therefore should be negotiated es 
esrly as posaibla. 

My recomoandatian undor all the circumstances is ttet ths Assoeietien should 
net try again at this time to obtain fadaral tax^exsapticn. If that ia your 
doeialon, then tha aartificata of incorporation of The Lyme Art Aaeoeiation aa 
it noa reads, including ths ansnehmnts you adapted in August 1975, need not 
bo amended further, mith one possible exeeptioni You might shenge the article 
on dissolution to psovldo that in e&seh event the than voting iimmbera could ehoosa 
botoaon the SteCurdy^Saliabury Educational foundation and tha Lyme Historical 
Sociaty as ths sojicessscr to tha Association**# nat aesata, 

A local builder should ba engaged to survey the physical condition of tt» 
gallery and to recommend ths fwturs, timing efxJ cost of nssited repairs. This 
information mould aarvo as a budgetary guide. 

Any aid and comfort thot tho Association can give a nam organisation to be 
known as the Lyms AeadMny of Fine Arts (or eoaething similar) my and should ba 
frsely offered, except that ^ must ba in the minority on its board, slate of 
officers and eemmlttsss. 



Henry L. Shepherd 

J8i«uaffy 19T6 



February 3rci, 1976 

Dear Dr, Shepherds 

As I told you, the members voted unanimously to pursue 
your third alternative as I was sure they would. My only fear w 
was that some might want to stall for a year or two as we 
managed to remain in the black this year. Even without the 
donations from non-artist members we were enly 70 in the 
red! But it took a tremendous effort on our part plus 
over $1,000 in contributions from artists in cash or kihd 
to balance the budget, I pointed out to them that we could 
not continue this way much longer with the repairs and 
coreection of violations that we have facing us. 

Your second alternative, the Resolution we were considering 
on December 12th, was not popular because of the autonomy 
loss it entailed plus the complicated - and little understood - 
selling organization. 

The only question raised comcerning your third alternative 
obtain financial backing for it. The 
offer of help from the MacCurdy-Salisbury Educational Foundation 
answered that and there was no further discussion needed, 
ihe whole meeting took less than an hour. 


^ong the other items taken up was the ratlfIcatiin of the 
Executive Committee's actionlin making both you and Barbara 
Honorary Patron Members in recognition and gratitude for 
all you have done and are doing for us and for Barbara's 
monumental job in producing the fine "Ditto” copies of 
your splendid presentation. 

Now to the matter at hand.... I had anticipated presenting 
the final proposal for the Academy to all the members at the 
ay 8th Spring Business Meeting, From our conversation after 
the meeting however I gathered we might be able to incorporate 
much sooner than that. Only half our artistsmembers were 
present at Saturday's meeting as many go away in winter. I 
to all abswnt members asking for 
ratification of our decision and should have these slips back 
in a few weeks. If it seems advisable I will call another 
meeting to approve fahe proposed Articles of Incorporation 
when ready or send copies to everyone for written approval 
so that by the May meeting the Lyme Academy will be a fact. 

If we start in a small way this summer, however we will probably 
have to rent Bill Steeves' Class room or have classes in the ^ 
gallery at night only as remodelling work could not be done 
in time to use the basement this year. 

As for the Articles themselves the following seem to be the 
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what the members want* 

The name should not be too long and for the present "Lyme 
Academy of Fine Arts" seems to be the best. If we eventuallyc 
branch out into other fields of the arts I assume it could 
be modified to allow for them* In any event the Articles 
should not prelcude such a branching out if this can be done* 

The members were very definite in their desire to have the 

statement of purpose reflect our aim which is to start a 

school which will give a thorough grounding in the basic 

findamentals and traditions of art - yes, there is that 

word agaAn! Few art schools intthe country today do this 

and there is a great need for one here in New England that 

does teach these findamentals* If we offer more than other 

schools we will have student*8 clamoring at the door and 

that is what we want to do. The members were very defiri|re 

that it be made clear that our purpose was to teach representational 

art* But dont misunderstand our aim. Once the findamentals 

are learned the knowledge should be used to create in any 

way the artist sees fit. We do not favor academoc copying 

and would try to encourage individual style and creativity 

amd to improve the quality of objectove art as it should 

and must if it is to have the renaissance it deserves* 

In the event of dissolution the Academy should go either to 
the HacCurdy-Salisabury Educational Foundation, if they would 
agree to carry on its work or, if not, to the Historical Society 
for®a/^seum or to such other tax exempt organization as the 
then Trustees should decide. 

As for the Lyme Art Association’s constitution a similar 
change could be proposed at the May 8th meeting. T would 
not want to eliminate the MacCurdy Salisbury Educational 
Foundation as they are being so helpful to us but it is 
highly possible that all they could or would do with the 
propseby would be to sell it* So in case of LAA's dissolution 
I would suggest that the property and assets firbb go to 
the Lyme Academy} second to MacCurdy Salisabury, if still 
in existence and if they agree to carry on the operation of 
the gallery as a school or nmseum} thbbfi to the Historical 
Society for a permanent Museum of art} and lastly if the 
others refuse or no longer exist, to any other educational, 
cultural or art oriented organizarion qualifying for tax 
exemption under the Code. (Even though LAA wont be tax** 
exempt under the code I think whatever organization we leave 
our property to should be. Of course we could also leave 
it to the Town of Old Lyme to be used as a permanent museum 
of art. They already have a £ibe collection of works of 
our early members but they might not be able to operate it 
as it should be operated. The other organizations would. 
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Fathers" of the new Academy, I tentatively 
^o^^owxng, subject to the approval of the Executive 
I the individuiils. First however 

I would like to know foom you if the list has too many artist 
members of LAA and related associated. 


1- W*E,S. Griswold, President, MacCurdy-Salisbury 

Educational Foundation * 

2- . William Pike, President, Eastern Graphis Co. & 

Board member of MacCurdy Salisbury E.F. 

3- Daniel Woodhead, Jr,, President, L^e Historical Society 

4- Ann Ely Smith, daughter of pastflieilS^r of LAA, 

Caro Weir Ely and daughter»in—law 
of past LAA artist and President, 

Gregory Smith. 

5- Elizabeth Mackenzie, wife of Arpist member Roderick 

Mackenzie 

6- William LaCourciere, Head of Art Department, District 

lo, Lyme'vOld Lyme Scool System 

7- * Robert Shanklin, Membbr of Board Old Sturbridge 

or 

Phyllds Shanklin (Mrs, Robeart Shanklin) artist but 
Associate only member of LAA as 
she no longer paints actively. 

8- Chamberlain Ferry, husband of Artist member, 

Barbara Parsons Ferry 

9- Elisabeth Gordon Chandler, President LAA 

10- Kelson White, Life Member LAA 

11- losca Olinsky, N.A, long time artist member and 

daughter of early LAA membezpivan Olinsky 

12- Edgar Miner, long tlme/me64ier of LAA 


we should be able to get at least 10 founders for 
Co^ittee^s^**”^ ®eets with your approval and the Executive 


Thanks to you we may be starting something which will change 
the course of art in this county for the better. I sincerely 
hope so • 


My best to you and Barbara, 

Ends. Sincerely yours 


Dr, Henry L, Shepherd 
Fenn Woode Apts #8 
6 King Arthur*s Way 
Newington, CT, 06lll 
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P.S* in reading over the above I realize that I have not 
taken Mr* McKittrick in consideration at all, I will 
recomraend the third plan of operation where he is concerned* 

I think he can be helpful to us but would hesitate to go 
into the Acadewiy with his as a full partner fight at the 
start* I would prefer to use his abilities as a Director 
which we will definitely need and then see how his operation 
develops before merging our tew operations. He seems to 
have financial backing to start in a small way with his 
Boy»s Choir and Children»s Theater. It would be a mistake 
to have two Acad^ies trying to raise funds in this area 
at the same time so perhaps we can help him some way without 
being directly connected at the start. I will be discussing 
things with him more fully soon. I am also getting someone 
to find out more about him through the UniverAity of Hartford, 

^ 1ike ^ hAm very much but want something more than my personal 
apprraisal before becoming too involved with him* I would 
not want him on the Board of Trustees of the Acadmy at the 
start untill we know more of that he can and will do. Perhaps 
I am over cautious but I know that a wrong move at the beginning 
can result in failure os an operation and I want to avoid 
having any personality on the Board at the start who could 
strat the Academy in the wrong direction. I believe you 
will agree with me the choice of founders is most important. 





ELISABETH GORDON CHANDLER 


Mill Pond Lone, Old Lyme, Conn. 06371 
Phone: 434-2890 (Code 203) 

February 8th, 1976 


STUDIO: 


Dear Henry: 

Enclosed are the tax forms with our label, a copy of the 
Year-End Report (corrected) and Schedule A. as made out by 
the Treasurer. Some of these expenses probably belong 
elsewhere in the return but as you kindly agreed to help us 
with it jifou will know where they belong, 

I am also enclosing Minutes of our last meeting which will 

go to all absent members. You may wonder why I am asking 

for ratification when I had unamimous approval from the 19 

present plus 3 proxies - over half the artist membership — 

and particularly when LAA really had nothing to do with 

the founding of the Lyme Academy! I have found when dealing 

with groups of people that if I keep communications open 

with them during all my negotiations with others I generally 

get full cooperation from them. If any dissatisfactions do 

arise they can usually be overcome by explanation or modification 

before they grow into_ f ull^ 6J. own old position. _ Ey^_,though the-_ 

new Ljmie Academy of Fine^rts will no connection with 

the Lyme Art Association, except in a tenant/landlord relationship, 

LkSt will provide most of the teaching staff. I want our 

members to feel it is their bab>fy even though they cant 

actually father it. 

Perhaps I can answer some questions you may have concerning 
the enclosed financial report. 

1- Under Income " Door” eefers to receipts from the 50d admission 
charge and season teckets to non-members (not associates or artists). 

2- The " Elsie Pattee Augur Fund” was the result of contributions 
at her Memorial Service held at the Gallery. Mrs. Augus, anc 
early member^ died last year in her 90s. Some years ago when 
she became incapacitated and was moved to a Nursing Home, LAA 
gave her $100 to tide her over until sheceould get welfare 
assistance. It is the only time on record when a member was 
given any money other than for services rendered. She was 
grateful and left the request that the service be at the 
gallery and contribution to LAA be made in lieu of flowers. 
Unfortunately although a good many attended only four con¬ 
tributed and they were all members. Thisvfuhd^ltogether with 
thelfl, 101.43 in cash and kind given by members for the Auction, 
proceeds from D onald Thompson * s. watercolor demonstratio n (voluntary^ 
contributions were requested ) and the cost of the new alatSi 
system we installed, a total of $1427#is th^amount referred 

to in the Minutes. I wanted members to realize that if they 

„the, 1st alternative we would have to continue to dig 

r ana tldeper into our pockets to keep LAA afloat. 










3- Donations by non-members are not listed all in one place 
in the report. The item ^' Connecticut Women ArtiRtKl-r 
under Miscellaneous Income was a donation from that organization 
in lieu of rent - we left the amount up to them. The same 
holds true of the item "Child and Family Services" which used 
the Gallery one evening tor a fund raxsxng party. (it is a 
tax-exeip^pt charitable organization). Sam Jones ' donation 
was an outright gift. He gave us $100i } first thinking it wauld 
be tax deductable. We informed'him it was not and offered to 
return his check. Instead he added another $1000 to it! His 
generosity will make it possible to make certiaiTmuch needed 
repairs this Spring. 


4- The breakdown of Ijofaation^ by Artists , an addendum to the 
Report, listi under Auction tlie actual amounts realized fr( 
pai nl-.T ny5=! gi ven us by artist member s. Rather than have the ^ 
buyers pay the sales tax LAA assumed it and deducted it from 
the auction price. In prior years no sales tax was collected 
or paid on auctioned work because we thought we were tax exopt. 
The yellow State tax return enclosed was apparently filed in 
1973 althoujfeh I am not sure. If it waSjit was not questioned. 

I know we are tax-exempt in the Town for real estate tax but 
dont know how we stand in the State. If we should act in some 
way please let us know. Some members who did not give work 
made small cash donations instead. They are listed separate!}.y. 


5- Under Commissions from Sales "Studio Sales" are wnr»kw , 

§o^ by the ^rtiat in vis^itArs t!^. 

Gallery attendant or otherwise originating from Gallery contacts. 

6- The correction in Miscellaeous is due to inclusion in the 
Report of pTryTrnwtir! madp-iw =refund for a duplication of payment 
for paintings. It was a wash transaction and should not have 
appeared even though the check is in the check book. The 
duplicate payment naturally is not included in receipts as 

it would in any event have been an artitt's receipt not the 
Gallery’s. 

I believe everytihing else is s^lf- explanatory but if there 
are any questions I should be back by Wednesday eijening, weather 
permitting. If not my New York phone number is 212-260-5199 
in case you want to reach me. 

Best to you both, 

„ , Sincerely yours 

Ends. 

Dr. Henry L. Shepherd 
6 King Arthur’s Way 
Newington, CT. 06lll 

















February 9, 1976 


Wrs. Elisabeth Gordon Chandler 
Will Pond Lane 

Old Lyme, Connecticut 06371 
Dear Elisabeth* 

Attached are photocopies of forms and exhibits I've prepared for filing 
with the Secretary of the State, Please review them with youx colleagues. 

If the material is satisfactory, the Academy will be incorporated immediately, 
(I'll send originals to you for signatures.) If not, please let me know 
what changes or elucidations are desired. 


We should look forward to two steps in which I'll be involved* 

(1) Contract between the Academy and the Association, discussed at the 
top of the next-to-last page of my "tract". Any suggestions? 

(2) Application to IRS for tax exemption for the Academy. In this 
connection, I enclose a tabulation of directors; please ask everyone (including 
yourself) to give me additional information on artistic and/or civic connections, 
awards, honors, etc., to be incorporated in my characterization of the board 

for submission to IRS, 


Best wishes; 



Henry L. Shepherd 


Encs. 


f 
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The proposed original.diTectorff of the Academy arej 


UI.E.S. Griswold 

Pres., MacCurdySalisbury Educational Foundation, 

William Pike 

Board member, ffiac-Curdy-Salisbury Educational 
Foundation, 

Daniel Woodhead ^ 

William LaCourciere 

Pres,, Lyme Historical Society, 

Head of Art Dept., Dist, #18, Lyme-Old Lyme 
School System. 

Robert Shanklin 

Overseer, Old Sturbridge Village; consultant to 
City Savings Bank, Middletown. 

Elisabeth Gordon Chandler 

Pres., Lyme Art Association. 

Nelson C. White 

Life member, Lyme Art Association, 

Csn «— 

Roger Dennis 

Lyman Allen Museum, New London. 

Tosca Glinsky 

National Academy. 

Ann Ely Smith 

Active in civic and artistic affairs. 

Francis Rosseau 

Retired businessman. 
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Executive Comnittec Meeting 
February 1976 
11 A.M. 

Old Ly»e Town Hall 




There «re 10 preeenti Chandler, foplulci. ^r. T«rr«lti, 

vhl te Dennis a Maynard a BucholSa Atwood* 

1 It approved to omit reading the aeoMtary"* 

Dec. 5. Mlnatee had been read indl»l<»«ally and apprer^. ^ ^ 

2 . The Treasurer's report aas read and approsad. The ehaokbaak U 
balanced and has been gone over* 

3 . 10 , on the n«»-. -lU »*« t. h. 

looked »t. progress In the Children's Shoe Pl““* 

LaCourciere hasn't much good "'T*'' "** * 

Both the elementary and high to*tl000 (s^lee) . For a 

c. Betimates on a new oell run fB 50 to f low ^s^iww/. »• 

deep well. |1500 to |2000e Our present shallow well 

o^^eptlc I^angemeJts «re ls?.rored. We hare now no septlo we 

“!°MSrit»?S'eiii t* "•of?is*o:s;‘t;^"a“:«S5: 

e. we should paint the gallery interior. 0 ^ wap «ot noo^^. 

«e hate a sllidit surplus. We ‘t® Eallerlost *The bolldlnc wlU 

5“ ‘MsS^ieftroe^ri^^^ -- - -tToS;. Plan. P- 

^l5 L^^'lni^^^hll*)"^ SaXrS ^ 

to speak ^oup Insurance for memberst To be 

l! We Lera^nk you letter from Ifr. Shepherd for hi. huniSWr ^ 
patronswp. It elll^ |L%rd"l “thTfiper. drawn np f» 

Ar«Jlero?‘»oUoJitl» “ Vschool. Chandler ha. a 
f-vtsa 'RM.rd of Trustees, including •• 

Griswold of the McCurdy •Salisbury Foundation. 

W. Pike of Eastern Graphics. 

Woodheads Lyme Historical Societ]^ 

LaCourciereVtead of school art depar^n^ 

R. Shanklin. Treasurer of Sturbrid^ _ _ 

Chandler. White. Dennis. Glinsky. Ely 8«ith. P. Ro«eee»* 

V. Stewart Library President rf-; 

It it approved to go ahead and spe« to tne^ ■M^atad ttWUi. -i 

Mrs. Chandler reads the Articles ^ Incoi'P»atl . apMifl. 

® 'Lyme Ao.demy of Pine S StotoT^kW V 

t?:-noi«g'r?hf'ASS:Sy 

peoceed^and wcorpora^.^^nt to all mamhara. Inolndln. . ratlfloatU. 

slip. 




R.S. 




Jessie He Mayer 
Secretary 






ELISABETH GORDON CHANDLER 


STUDIO: 


Mill Pond Lone, Old Lyme, Conn. 06371 
Phone: 434-2890 (Code 203) 

February/ 16 th, 1976 


Dear Henry; ^ 

Enclosed are photocopies of the Incorporation paper's with 
corrections as discussed in our phone conversatioh Saturday. 

I have received approval from all those checked^as Trustees 
and Officers of the new Corporation, ,/ 

The only matter I did not discuss with you on the phone was 
the use to which the real estate was to "be " put* by the Lyme 
Historical Society in the event it should fally to them if and 
when the Academy is dissolved,i We specified that if MacCurdy- 
Salisjibury got it, the premises should be used for educational 
purposes. Should we specif^^that the Historical Society use 
it for a Museum or Art Galleey? or are the/"purposes of the 
Society" sufficient to .m^aUe fthis use just about 100% certain? 

We are not too demar^ding abput this point so we leave it 
yUp to you with only this itlea of what purpose we think it 
"^would be best used for by the Historical Society in case you 


think we could or ^^hould specify,* (Excuse, the invodved sentences 
and bad English abdvel Am writing this hurredly with no time 


-S 


to correct and reiype !!a 

d have corrected the addresses- which I believe are all you need 
for the incor^j»ation papers. When we get the final draft of them 
T will send photocopies tP all Ithe Trustees and at that time 
get from them the information you request about their artistic 
and/or civic connections, awards, honors etc for your IRS 
presentation. Naturally I will also get the required signatures 
on the original document for the Incopporation. 

*7 - / 

/^t seems Ann July's ^.daughter has been studying art with one of 
• our LAA teach?'^s and would be interested .in helping us with 
the aehool when we get started either in 'an administrative or 
teaching position. She is able and would be a^'nelp to Jus. 

I hope we can start in a small way .tpis summer'* with evening- 
sketch c^Jisses at'least in the galleries upstairs. Then start 
remodelling the basement in Septeaber while conducting classes 
upstairs at the end of the summer exhibition season. Khen by 
the term we should have, our/downstairs ready for students 

full operation, ,/ . 

However I dont want to push it too fast and get a poor start 
so perhaps I am^bejjgg confident and ambitious and will 

try to modi<H.fy my/entR^siasm with caution and common sense. 

It is hard—but I v/ill tryl 

Best to you both. 



(<, - 


Hastily 


Kr^ Henry L. Shepherd 
^ ^"ag Arthur.,, 










__ c 


^a 




■«~ 

) 0^^ 


/fooo 
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P.S. While writing the above I was waiting for a phone call 
from Bill Pike who because of his intense interest in the 
idea would I was sure accept not only as Trustee but as 
Vice President. However he has just called and brought up 
something whibh I have had worrying m^ -"b m"ia □ i □ui: but have 
pushed down because I wanted him on the Beard so much - that 
is his connection with the Mac-Curdy Salisbury Foundation 
and in particular his present position on the Board as the 
head of the committee to find ways of spending their excess 
funds! He thinks it might be considered a con^^lict of interest 
and would not go down well with some in town. He says there 
is a lot of jealousy and old time in-fighting going on in 
the MacC—S outfit which daj^es from away back. Early family feuds 
gather. are involved — too complicated to explain to me over 
the phone. However as the Foundation will be backing us he is 
no doubt right and it might be better if he used his influence 
off the Board rather than on it. He will think it over and 
perhaps talk with WES Griswold about it and give me a defirite 
answer later. 

I also realizKe that by putting Virginia Stewart on the Board 
it gives us an even number which is bad from the voting podnt 
of view on matters before the Board. If Pike decides he should 
not be on the Board we would again have 11 but the only possible 
Vice Presidents then would be Roger Dennis, Nelson White (both 
LAA members) or Ann Smith - who I am told couldn't possibly run 
a meeting if she had to. Dan Woodhead shouldnt be Vice President 
because of his Presiden#cy of the Historical Society. The same 
goes for W'ES Griswold as head of MacC-S and for me with LAA. 

I doubt if IRS would look favorably on a ^plesident of LAA a$ 

VP of the Academy/ Mrs. Stewar^t apparently knows little about 
Art and would only be an interim member I expect. So that leaves 
us with little or no choice for a VP. IVhat do you suggest? 

La Courciere??? I wou^ji rather not if we could help it although 
he is an enthusiastic^^person and might be all right. GHive it 
some thought and when I phone you about Bill Pike's decision 
we can discuss it. 











^i^5»T. ':Jj^. >Lt <V+M - 


'"■ -‘>^1i!‘ ' Tfe^-rv 





February l8th^ 1976 


Dear Artlat Member; 


It seema that the aooner we can get the Lyme Acadeiqy of Pine Art Incor¬ 
porated the better It will be for the financial future of the Lyme Art 
Aasociatlon. Accordingly, I would like you all to confirm the Statement 
of Purpoae of the new Academy aa it atanda in the application. It ia aa 
followa; 

(a) To eatabliah and conduct an academy for the inatruction and 
thorough grounding of atudenta in the fundamental, basic techniques, 
principles, and traditions of the fine arts; to encourage and develop 
artistic talent, ability, and creativity; and to promote and inculcate 
in its students sound technical knowledge, excellence of performance, and 
powers of communication. 

bring the principles, history, significance and meaning of 
the fine arts to public attention. No part of the activities of said 
Corporation shall be the carrying on of propaganda or otherwise attempt¬ 
ing to influence legislation and said Corporation shall not participate 
or intervene (including the publication or distribution of statements) 
in any political campaign on behalf of any candidate for public office.^ 

The other articles in the papers of incorporation are pretty much routine 
to make it eligible for tax exemption so I have not copied them here. 

They were all unanimously approved by the Executive Committee on February 


One thing which should be made clear — Although I would like your 
approval of the Statement of Fiu*pose as above and of proceeding at once 
with the incorporation of the new Academy, the Academy is in no way a 
• part of the Lyme Art Association which will proceed Just as it has been 
operating for tte past years as a nonrjrQfit.but taxable orga nization . 

Our jjaly connection with the new Academy, which will qualify for tax- 
exempt status, will be in the lease we will enter into with it. That 
lease which will reserve to the Lyme Art Association the prime time we ' 
need for o\ar exhibitions, will be thoroughly gone over with all of you 
in May before it ia signed. Until that lease is signed, the Lyme Academy 
will have absolutely no connection with our Association at all, and 
afterwards the connection will only be that qt Tenant/ Landlord. By 
incorporating the Lyme Academy now we are merely gaining time so that 
the matter of the lease, and hence the connection between us, can be 
fully discussed at the May 8th Business Meeting. 


Please signify by return mail below your approval of our proceeding 
with the Incorporation aa soon as possible. No answer by March 1st 
will be construed as approval. Please don't feel I am trying to push 
the Academy too fast but for the sake of the Lyme Art Association it 
appears best to proceed with this preliminary step - Incorporation - 
as soon as possible. 


Elisabeth Gordon Chandler 
President 


Incorporation of Lyme Academy of Pine Arts 

Approve rt, 

PlaaDProved 

Signed_ 


Date 










February 20, 1976 


Dear Elisabeth! 

Thanks for your letter of February 16th and its enclosures. 

As to the Voting members, my suggestion is that each yean the Board 
of Trustees will name 7, and LAA, mac-Sal, Library, and LHA will name 2 each, 
a total of 15. Please keep in mind that (a) not every Voting member will 
be a Trustee, and (b) no Trustee has to be a Voting member. 

I have the addresses straight now. 

As for mr. Pike, I think his fear of conflict is well-founded, at 
least now. For the time being, why not ask mr. Shanklin to be V.P., as well 
as Treasurer? This is legally permissible. If he demurs, just say that you 
will find his replacement soon. 

You will be wearing two hats for awhile — until the Academy is off the 
ground. So, it is natural that from time to time you may confuse LAA and 
LAFA, at least in some of their aspects. But remember that LAFA has £iig_ real 
estate. (See the second line of the second paragraph of your Feb. 16th letter. 
Also, your question re **art gallery or museum** in Exh. 8 indicates some 
confusion on this point.) 

In any event, don*t worry about an even number of board members. It is 
my experience that if a decision comes down to a simple majority vote, the 
matter ought to have been tabled for later reconsideration! 

I am ready to incorporate LAFA as soon as you give me the word on messrs. 
Pike, Shanklin and Rosseau. 


Sincerely, 



Henry L. Shepherd 


mrs. Elisabeth Gordon Chandler 

Will Pond Lane 

Old Lyme, Connecticut 06371 
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February 27 , 1976 


Mr. Fred Forvancher 
FubXle Relaticma Department 
Qrumbacher. Inc. 

460 West 34th St^et 
New York, K.Y. lOOOX 

Dear Mr. Porvancher: 

The Lyme Art Aaeooiatim. the oXdest nofi«urlMin art aasociatlwi 
in the count^^ ie 8pon8(»*inii an Inter*8ohoXastic Ixhlbltioi 
of 8tu^nt*8 to be held at tl^ Lyme Art OaXXery. Old Lyaw.CT. 

on Saturday and Sunday. Mlay 23rd and 24th. 1976. Thla will be 
the first of what we hope will be an annual affair. 

FupiXs of District X8 (Lyme and Old Lyme SXementaxr and Jr.•Sr. 
Hildi SohobLa) | Valley Heieioml Hifdi School aiwS Blementary Schools 
(Deep River. Chester and Essex)! and the Old Saybroc^ BlesMntary 
and Hifdi Schools will be participating and competing for prises. 
Several Artist Members of the Lyme Art Associatioii will act as 
durors. 

Ve anticipate dividing the exhibition according to age groups 
with prises awarded in the Elementary. Junior Hifdi aiwl High 
School classes. To date, several cash prizes have been pledged 
and we expect to got more. Me would also like to award merchan* 
dize prizes in each class. If your Ooms^ai^ would be Interested 
the ^ise you give would of course bear the Chnambacher name. 

As these talented young people are the artiste of the future we 
believe you will want to encourage them. Ycur interest and 
participation in tdd.a exhibitl^ would be greatly appreciated. 


Sincerely youra. 


Elisabeth dordon Chandler 
President 










STUDIO: 


ELISABETH GORDON CHANDLE 



Dear Henry: 




Mill Pond Lone, Old Lyme, Conn. 06371 
Phone; 434-2890 (Code 203) 

February 29, 1976 


At last I have the complete slate of officers and trustees 
for the new Asademy, They have been approved by the Executive 
Committee of LAA and unanimous approval immediate 

incopration has beer^nthusiastically given by all the artist 
members who are not 'away on vacation just now. Sorry it 
has taken so long but I think it is better this way as we 
shpujd'have their cooperation tjMwaKsy, If I selected a President 
who was disliked even by a few it could cause future trouble 
for the fledgligg Academy and I want iifoings to go smoothly. 


The man we now have for President is not known to too many 
of our members but those who do know him like him, I was 
very impressed with him and he could not have been more 
enthusiastic about the idea. He has offered to be anything 
we want him to be - from janitor to President - and seems 
enthusiastic enough about the whole idea to spark its success. 
That is all to the good for its first president. His name 
is Harold Goodwin . He is a portrait painter and illustrator 
of children's books but he is not, and never has been^a member 
of LAA so I hope the fact he is a pwnter wont be held against 
him by IRS, As for civic activities he has been on the Board 
of Education in Lyme for several years. He is off it now 
but is presently on^the Board of Finance in Lyme, He lives 
on Grassy Hill Road^with his wife and teen-^agegf daughter. 
Besides being an artiste he was also for a time a business man 
from which he retired to return to his first love, art. 


I enclose a photocopy of the corrected page of names and 
adi:’esses for the Board, I seem to have mislaid the page on 
biographical material but Mr, Goodwin's is as above and the 
others you have already subject to their corrections or additions, 
I also enclose a copy of the auditors report which may be useful 
for the tax papers. If you wish a more formal one he will give 
it to us, I believe he is a CPA although his letterhead does 
not indicate it. He btsc? audit fed for us some years ago, 

I explained to you 4fin the phone my refer;^nce to^' 
of real estate bv LAFAl ' It is quite possible it 
some one day and we should make some provision for it in the 
articles, I believe. If we do I believe it wotid be good for 
» LAA to revise its articles to leave its real estate first to 
the new Acdemv . t hen to McCurdv-S , Lyme H i.<gtr>ri ca.] ^ Librar y etc . 

For LAFA on dissolution I would like to suggest the following 
if agreeable to you; 


disposition 
will have 
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To McCurdy Salisbury for art educational purposes. 
(They could continue the school) 


2- To Lsrnie Historical Society for use as a Museum of Art, 
(They already have a sizable permanent collection) 

3- To PGN Library, as a library extension, 

(They always need more space) 


4- To such other tax exempt organizations as may bev^ decided, 
(As you have it now,) 

If you dont feel the purpose should be included in each case 
leave that out but if it is in I feel siire we could get approval 
for a further change in LAA Articles to leave our assets first 
to the Academy then to MCCurdy-S, Lyme Historical, PGN Library 
etc etc. 


It would be up to the then trustees of LAFA and officers and 
board of LAA r^ectively to decide to which of those eligible 
it should go. In the case of LAA's Board I feel sure they 
would choose the Academy as it would then still go to one of 
the others if that too should fail. It would seem a failsafe 
line for each organization to follow. 


Meantime things are progeessing. I am beginning to receive 
preliminary estimates for the work that needs to be done and 
hope to be able to present it to McCurdy-S, by mid-month. The 
two front galleries are beigg painted professionally and we 
should know soon if we will have enough money to paint the 
center gallery too, A group of us painted the skylights^ 

^hich can be let down so they were easyj yesterday and today 
two of us put them back in place. If we can paint the Center 
Gallery this year I’ll get the group together again for those, 

I was careful NOT to discuss the new Acjdemy with the Reporter 
from the NH Register much as I wanted to, I did try to boost 
LAA but she soft-pedalled that unfortunately and conce^rated 
on me - giving me several attributed to which I am not entitled - 
such as "Editor” of the National Sculpture SO^^a^y l I am only 
a lowly member of the Board and in fact will be off that too 
with the nest issue as my term will be up. Some other inaccuracies 
too but she managed to get a lot out of what should have been 
a little. She has promised to come back when I can discuss 
"my secret". 

When you have the final papers ready I will have them photo¬ 
copied for the Board of Trustees and Officers so they will 
have a copy of what they are signing and will get signatures 
on the original At that time we can ask them for corrections 
in the biographical material which I assume is only for the 
IRS and the Pr^ss. 

If there is anything else I should do please let me know. 

With all the best to you both. 


Sincerely yours 





Dear Henry: 


February 29, 1976 


Finally I have the complete slate of officers and trustees 
approved by the Esecutlve Committee (even though they didn't 
have to) and the ifeminediate incorporation ofi the new Academy 
unanimously approved by all artist members wh4 are not away 
on tiips. Soery it has taken so long but I think it is better 
this way. If I selected a President who was dislaiked by many 
of the artist members we could be in for trouble. The man we 
now have is not known by many but those who do know him like 
him and feel that he will be all right, I interviewed him 
last Friday and found him to be just right for the ftob - a 
good portrait painter and illustrator, not a member of the 
Lyme Art Association, and very enthusiastic about our new project. 
So much so that he said he would be happy to fill any position 
from President to Janitori He would like eventually to be one 
of the teaching staff. But by that time we will be Incorporated 
and well on the way and if he has to resign then we can £ind 
someone else to take his place. For the purposes of incorporation 
I feel he is the best choice and hope you will concur. 

Enclosed are photocopies of the incorporation papers with 
corrections as discussed with you last weekend. I also 
enclose the auditor's report. If you feel we need a more 
formal one I can get it from him, I have corrected the 
addresses and anmes on the slate of officers and trustees 
and noted the biographical material I have so far. As you said 
when we send the copies around the trustees themselves can correct 
and add to it, if they wish, I will get the required signatures 
when the papers are ready for siging, 

I did explain, I believe, what I meant by my reference to 
disposition of real estate in the articles of incorporation. 

If possible I would like to specify the use of the so far 
non-»existant real estate shoild the Academy ever be dissolved. 

It si quite possible that it will have some before that time 
comes. In any event it would make our LAA articles conform 
to the BAFA articles if they both read about the same way —- 

1- To McCurdy Salisbisy for continued use for educational purposes. 

2- Cj^byme Historical Society for use as a Nfine**iim ©f Srt, 

3~ To PGN Library for expansion of Library, 

4- To such other tax exempt organizations as may be decided. 

All with the then offieees and trustees 6f LAFA to be the ones 
to decide which of the four,considered in that order, should 
get it and for what purpose. 


If you dont feel this should be included we can leave it as 
it is but I feel it would mean that if it was included we could 
then revise the LAA Articles to leave the real estate in case 
of dissolution first to LAFA, kneeing in case they akho diaralved 
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it would be handed on down to the most eligible at the moment 
of #1 to #4. If the use the four recipients are to make of 
the property is not specified it might be harder to get approval 
from our members to a further change in owr Consitution, 

Meantime things are progressing, I am beginning to receive 
prclimiary est&mates and should have something to present to 
McCurdy-Sal, in about two or three weeks. The gallery is being 
painted inside « at least the two from galleries are, A group 
of us met on Saturday and did the skylights and two of us put 
them back up today. The rest is being done by a professioaal 
|i4use painter* I should know saon if our funds will strettb 
enough to do the Center gallery as well. The Goodman Gallery 
will have to wait until anobher year but it is not in as bad 
condition as the others, 

I was careful not to discuss the new Asademy with the reporter 
from the NH REgister on Thursday, I did try to give a boost 
to LAA but she softpedallprd that unfortunately and wrote the 
whole article on me some inaccuracies such as making me 
"Editor*' of the National Sculpture Review when I told her I 
was "on the Editorial Board" and a few others like that but 
those things cant be helped I suppose. 

As soon as you have the final papers I will have them phbbo- 
copied for the Traatees and officers and get thisir signatures 
on the original. At that time we can ask for corrections in 
the biographical material which I assume is only for IRS and 
the press. 

If there is anything else I should do please let me know. 

With all the best to you both, 

Sincereltr yours 


Dr, Henry 1, Shepherd 
6 King Arthur's Way 
Newington, CT* 06lll 


SUGGESTED TERMS OF LEASE BETWEEN LYME ART ASS OCIATION 

AND LYME ACADEMY OF FINE ARTs- 


1- Lyme Art Assn, will lease to Lyme AcHemy all present facilities 
and space in the Lyme Art Gallery for use for educational purposes 
in accordance with its Articles of Incorporation, with the following 
exception; The four upper art galleries shall be reserved for the 
exclusive use of the Lyme Art Assn and its assigns for the period 
from May 15th to September 15th of each year during the term of 

the lease and any subsequent extensidns. 

2- LAFA may make such alterations, additions and/or capital improvements 
to the premises as are needed for its purpose, provided it receives 
prior written approval of LAA Execdutive Committee. LAA reserves 
the right to demand discharge of any contractor or employee of LAFA 
who, in the opinion of the Executive Committee of LAA, is doing un¬ 
satisfactory work or in any way/?Sam|gfng^^he premises. IF LAFA 
does not agree it.must show cause why such work will not permanently 
damage the peemises and/oc correct the condition, restoring it forthwith. 
Any work involving noise or mess on or about the premises shall be 

done between Sept 15th and May 15th of any one year during the term 
of the lease or any subsequent leases and any damage to the premises 
and/or to the four present galleries shall be repaired by the next 
May 15th, returning the upper four galleries and lawns to LAA in good 
condition by that date. 

3- LAFA will make no unnecessary or objectionable noise in its own operation 
during the period between May 15th and Sept. 15th during which the 

four upper galleries are reserved for thA exclusive use of LAA or its 
assigns for exhibitions of art work or other cultural events, 

4- LAFA shall pay all utilities during the period of the lease and for 
the premises leased and shall undertake maintenance of the grounds 
at its own expense, except from May 15th to Sept 15th when the front 
lawns shall be maintained by LAA. 

5- Annual rent for the premises as outlined in ppl above shall be $10,000 * 
per year for 10 years except that $9,000 * will be deducted for each 
$9,000 expended by LAFA for capital improvements and/or alterations 

to the property undertaken by LAFA with LAA approval as in pp2 above. 

* ground (basement) floor is used by LAFA rent would be 

$6,000 per year with $5,000 deducted for amounts expended by LAFA 

a« ahov^. ^ 
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or repairs 

Amounts in excess of $9>00C1^ expended by LAP A for such improvements/ 
in any one year shall be deducted from the next year*s rent but in 
no event shall the net amount due be less than $1,000 per year. 

In case of inflation in excess of _ % as determined by the Cost 

of Living Index, amounts of rent and deductions for improvements 

shall be increased accordingly. In any year during which no improventnts 

are undertaken by LAFA and after all past year’s expenses have been 

deducted from the rent the annual rental shall be $2,000 per year 

with inflation clause as above. / or... LAA will donate any excels 

of rent over and above $2,000 to LAFA for its operations, with inflation 

clause as above. 

* see footnote ton page 1, pp 5 

6- Any and all capital improvements, alterations or addition^ade by 
LAFAshall be the property of LAA and in case of dissolution of LAFA 
before termination of this lease or any extentions thereof, LAA 
reserves the right to extend or refuse a similar lease agreement 
with its successors or assigns. 

7- In the event of dissolution of LAA, this lease shall be binding on 
all its behefieiaries; and assigns. 

8- The lease may be renewed indefinitely by mutual agreement of the 
two organizations. 
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Executive Conmittee Meeting 
March 19- 1976 

8 P.M. 

Lyme Art Gallery 

There were 11 present - Chandler, Mayer, Roberts, Dennis, Vhlte, NayaarA, 
Bonamarte, Torrentl, Atwood, Buchholz, Campbell* 

The President announces unanimous approval of the slip ratifying the 
forming of a Lyme Academy, sent to all members. 

1. The Secretary's minutes for the last executive meeting were read 
and approved, 

2. The Treasurer reported reeeivlng associate dues very early this 
year. The auditor's report has been received, stating the accounts te 
be in order. 

3. The President reports • 

a. The painting of the gallery interior is nearly done* CXeanlag 
the wall fabric has not been successful. Neither steam, Glamorene or 
staining work. Painting is doubtfull, new fabric expensive and neeessarily 
fireproof. It la voted to leave It alone, untU It Is completely hopeless* 

b. Plans for the Children's Show are proceeding* Three distrlets 
will be represented} Lyme and Old Lyme High and elementary schools, 8aye 
brook High and elementary. Valley Regional High School and elementary 
schools of Deep River, Chester and Essex. So far about fl50 in c a sh and 
gift certificates has been pledged for prizes* Art supply companies hi^ 
been approached and already a fine acrilic set has been donated by mJMMP 
& Newton. A committee Is named, Tosca, Bonamarte and Atwood* 

c* Letters are read. One from the State Dept* of Transpertatlon. 
concernlxig road shoulders in front of the gallery and the ranps ta Xe99* , 
Answers, to our Inquiries for fprcup insurance from C.M.S* and Blue Cresa - 
tell us that we are ineligible. 

d* The hearing on the Old Lyme Inn has been held with a ▼eta 
favorable to the new owners, the Mllnes. Construction is un d er way, If ^ ; 
should open early this siinmer. 

f * MoKlttrlck is going ahead with his own plana and will teasil 
art to younger children. 

g* Remodelling for the school Is discussed* Tentative plans liaaa 
been drawn up by the President. Estimates must be gotten* We Bead.a 
building committee* Dennis, Atwood and Torrentl are named} BenssHTts t# 
advise. Could the upstairs galleries be used in wlntert It mii^ bS 
destructive to walls and floor* It is voted to bring this up at a aiBapnl 
meeting, 

4* The Articles of Incorporation are read and there •re no ebJaetiSM* 

5* The proposed lease agreement is read* Itoe Aoadesqr will laasa Its 
premises from the Lyme Art Association, paying rent to us and raisdns tlM 
money for building. This is approved as drawn up and will be aiUMd.ttad 
to Shepherd. 

6. A new method of appointing hanging oaBnd.ttees should be warlesd 

out. The same people do it all the time and there should be a ratatdilg 
slate, Maynard will draw up a plan. ^ ^ 

7. There are printing problems* Bonamarte oannet do the rlyst smas 
and it has to be done at short notice* Paul Dietridk printed oatslS0MS 
last year so we will go to him again* 

R*8* 


Jessie H* Mayer 
Secretary 
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McCurdy-Salisbury Educational Foundation 
re; Lyme Academy of Fine Arts 
Att; W.E.S, Griswold, President 


March 25th, 1976 


Dear Sirs; 

Because of the historic background of art in the towns of L 3 mie 
and Old Lyme it seems appropriate in this Bi—centennial year 
to establish an Academy of Fine Arts here. The Lyme Art Association 
has the dpace in its gallery for such a school and will lease it 
to the Lyme Academy of Fine Arts which will be incorporated next 
week. 

The purpose of the Academy will be to teach the basic fundamentals 
and provide a thorough grounding in the fine arts, probably more 
fully “^han has been taught in any such school in the U.S. in the 
last 50 years. This will include instruction in drawing, anatomy, 
history of art, graphics, sculpture and painting in all media. It 
is probable that we will not be able to offer all these courses at 
the start as we will have to begin in a modest way, but we believe 
that eventually we can offer the most complete course in the fine 
arts available in New England, if not in the country, for serious 
students who wish to pursue a career in art. 

The classes will be open to high school graduates or older with _ 
a set curriculum for a 2 to 4 year course providin g a degree. % 

Where space permits individual classes will be open to local 
residents not interested in pursuing the complete course. 

The Lyme Art Association has constant inquiries about art courses 
and there should be no problem in obtaining students. As a result 
we will be able to select those with talent and serious intent. 

The basement (ground floor in the rear) of the gallery will 
accomodate 2 classrooms, office and facilities when remodelled. 

Two additional large, skylighted classrooms can be added at the 
rear of the two front galleries where they will not show from 
Lyme Street. This would allow us to aeeombdate 40 to 50 students. 

It is also possible to use the four present galleries on the 
upper level for additional classroom space although they will 
probably have to be confined to such courses as art history, 
drawing, anatomy, etc. which would not require structural changes. 
These four upper galleries would be reserved for exhibitions of the 
Lyme Art Association during the summer season as now but would be 
available to the Acadmmy during the off season if required. The 
four lower galleries would be used for painting sculpture, graphics, 
etc. throughout the year. 

The Lyme Art Association has able teachers available for the Academy 
but the teaching staff will not necessarily be confined to Lyme 
Art Association members and we will seek qualified teachers in 
various fields as needed to give a well-rounded course in art. 

We believe that the Lymes should once again lead the country in 
a renaissance of fine art. Along with a thorough grounding in 
the basics we will accent creativity in the representational vein 
with the gQiAl of improving the nationwide caliber of fine art based 
on traditional values. 
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We realize that this ig an ambitious program and plan to raise 
funds to meet construction costs over and above any seed money 
McCurdy-Salisbury Educational Foundation can provide. Associate 
Membership in the Lyme Academy of Fine Arts will be open to anyone. 
Proposed dues for regulajT menbership is $10 with higher amounts 
for Sustaining, Contributing, Patron etc. This should bring in 
from $6,000 to $10,000 a year which will cover the rent. Tuition, 
supplemented by State, Federal or private foundation grants, should 
pay for faculty and administrative costs. 

Subject to the approval of our Attorney, Dr. Henry L. Shepherd, 
costs of construction for the necessary alterations and capital 
improvements would be deducted from the rent and amortized over 
the term of the lease. When costs have been met and alterations 

( completed either the rent would be sharply reduced or Lyme Art 
Association would return all but a token rental in the form of 
a donation to the Academy. The Lyme Art Association is a non¬ 
profit organization and no assets can innure to any of its members. 

It must also spend its income annually so it has no interest in 

/ profiting financially from the operations of the Lyme Academy."^ 

The Academy wi 11 hp> PYf»Tnp^- , of course. Both organizations 

under their articles of incorporation name the McCurdy-Salisbury 
Foundation as beneficiary*^ in case of dissolution. 

Enclosed are copies of the Articles of Incorporation of the new 

Lyme Academy of Fine Arts showing its first Board of trustees, 

and a copy of the Constitution and ByLaws of the Lyme Art Association. 

If you have any questions I will^happy to try to answer them but 
I believe this will give you an idea of the proposed plans for 
the new Lyme Academy of Fine Arts. 


Sincerely yours 



Above its basic needs to keep the gallety in repair. 





MacCURDY - SALISBURY EDUCATIONAL FOUNDATION. INC. 


OLD LYME, CONNECTICUT 


March 25, 1976 


Mrs* Elisabeth Gordon Chandler, President 
Lyiie krt Association 
Hill Pond Lane 

Old I^e, Connecticut 06371 


Dear Mra« Chandler: 

I«8t you think we have forgotten, let ne assure you that 
Mr. Griswold and I have not disnissed the suggestions you made at 
our conference at feis home on January 17th. Indeed, we were most 
interested, and grateful to you for sharing with us your thinking 
on the work and the future of the Lyme Art Association. 

How that we have in mind a definite time for the meeting of 
our Board of Directors, I am writing to suggest that your proposals, 
if you intend to pursue them, be presented in writing so that I may 
correctly and completely represent them at this, or the next. Board 
meeting. We are considering several ideas and plans to he funded 
in part by the Fctindation, and our members are greatly interested in 
proBoting educational pro.leets of advantage to Old lyme. In some 
oases, found to be within, the scope of our work, we can only encourage 
by making an Initial contribution to start the ball rolling and to 
interest other persons and organizations. 

I am enclosing a copy of the notes I made for sty omx use at the 
meeting of our Board on April 7th, but these will not be circulated. 

It would be better to use youy presentation, or sosething you have 
authorized for the Foundation's use. 

Kindly let know how you wish to proceed. Thaniqrou for bring¬ 
ing this to our attention. 


Sincerely youra. 



Secretazy-Treasurer 


cc Mr, Griswold 






i .'tr?nrn{> *Bt-' 

HOi^»iOC24A ?>rt‘<kl 
f»Ji.*;'I brto'l Jim 
.t'sJJoesnnO ifS9»\;I MO 


- - - - . - 

J-s(<.t jjo-ic ortyree m iel ov»t{ «»? jfrtIriJ uo\{ ii,e^ 

sb^« lioX enot^a^j^i's hoenimnib iJorj stVi<rf 1 haa Mosfrsiii) ,ie4 
si^s-',vf m ^ftesbril 'ftatfOiSJ* no .*i?j ^a »o«M8*E;jod na/o 

^niinfrfj m :{4lv ao*!: sjox r.i baa ^b8#e!?'t©cJT'f 

t^ni^sko^snUA .fa,: crt4 ewJrrl &da baa arf^ <10 

■^o 8f*j ?».f{fiitofa 6 oftlw r»J: w:?rf ®sf #adci 

,al?a»oqoaq 'u.'O'C ^?irl4 m« t ^<jaoj»&*stO ^.o daepfi itfo 

f ^sd.f on pai^l’tK .-si fa^tttDP»aq j»if mifi’wq 04 b'isff.ai f/osj li 

,ix«ff t>ri4 no jp.f'W ^3 nstdi Kn<5 '^tfoennoo 

bstfB/l Of/ oj> i?ft.3Xq ivts esabk X 3 'c:f.\fa« jK.iinftbf^cior) eits «;•' ,naiJ^&o« 
ni bsJa-nod/if s-ra runarfwesn 'm> brio e<btuio'^ tfn;.sq ai 

Nfl/ia xjI MO of "to Rito'-'onq JaaoMsaab© vai^oruinq 

oSbTKftian-? n.*:o m m.'O *10 iwroq?. 5 Hi.t isidJl-j ad at bctuo'f ^aesaRO 

Oit haij ;.‘;ntfJon .f/sfl add inr^'i'a Q»t fa>tiu.:^iairtbo ^fl^^i-^^ c{» q/xlMas ^ 
♦ eiwMbs iflfSTiao b«y «nc>sno.q n«dJo dnsn^a-'i 

od.t If! 8?<i rhf» v-* no't ssoR-n X ss?don Ici '{qoa e. ^nk*i>lone "tm I 
♦teJufvra-tia ad Xrort -i^-add Xt/r] £liqi ao rt.^ofl -ji'q ’lo ^.aiiaam 

av«4 j/o'^ *...1 Ir^ioTOR no ja-jijf/vfriKKflnft mu o(t nsJtf&ff ed Meow il 

* 08 !/ f‘<nol.v*f8Jvj;‘o^ odi ‘lo’). toattoifUB 

-^^n-tnef nol i/ox''n''<dT oJ dsis ao% isod tr.,-* ow -^XbalX 

,.?o±TrIaJ^^f^ a«« o.t *hU -^ett 


,snf;osi TXf.nao ?iL 


ns:»n<^.dsti ,>{ f5l.Ci.{Vi 
•i S') b eaa 1'-*^ tnnsi^ 


bJn»i :0 .n'X vo 



March 26th, 1976 

Dear Henrys 

Please forgive me for being so slow in getting the signatures 
for you. As it turned out even if I had not had a cold I could 
not have obtained them sooner as our Vice President has been 
away £or 10 days and just returned yesterday. I hope they 
are all signed in the proper places and that we are now all 
set to go ahead with the incorporation. Please let lae know 
what the costs are. There is no reason for you to fott the 
bills for them. You vare already doing so niuch for us. It 
may be a long time until the Academy is solvent and I would 
rather not have you wiat that long,to be reimbursed. As the 
Lyme Academy has been ray dream for several years - one I thought 
would have to wait for everything else until you came up with 
the suggestion of having it solve our other problems - I feel 
I should certiinly make whatever cash outlay is needed to get 
it incorporated. 

Along with the originals of the incorporation papers I enclose 
a iuggesggestlons for terms that could be included in the lease. 
Probably the reason Hebson White thought it was a constitution 
is shat I call my ’'pseudo legalese”! Vtfhen I try to make something 
clear I write like that and I dont seem to be able to help it. 

It is particularly apparent when I am working on the portrait 
bust of anyone in the leggl profession as I am at present (a 
portrait Ipead of Fowler HctmAlton for his law firm’s Law Library 
when he retires). This pseudo legal Jargon seems to become 
more accute at these time - please ignore and forgive it, I 
am definitely not trying in any way shape or form to worfl the 
lease because I dont knov/ what is legally permissable or advisable. 
I am just very thankful our affairs are in your good hands. 

I am also enclosing a draft of a letter I am sending to Mr, 

Griswold of McCurdy Salisbury at his request. He is having a 
meeting with his board In another week or two. 1 will retype 
It with the corrections included in the context before I send 
it to him but this will give you the jist of what it is all 
about. I think it explains our program and plans as they are 
at present and subject to chnages as the law or circumstances 
require. It should give his board something to base their 
discussion on at least. Mr. Griswold is thinking of a $5,900 
matching grant from McC-S and w© should be able to raise the 
other $5,000 with no difficulty, Unfortunately we are going to 
have to raise a great deal more than that to get the alterations 
and construction we really need done. But I am confident we can 
get it somewhere* 



I am anxious to know about how long the wheels will take 
first to get our incorporation through and then our tax 
exemption, I ha«e just learned that a commercial gallery 
j ia stariAng a sbhool which I understand they 

intend to call the Lower Valley Academy of Fine ArtsHI I 
doubt if they will have tax exemption or will try for as 
^bitious a long term program as we are. Also Essex does not 
have the historical background in the art field that the Lymes 
harder to get funds for an Academy there. 

But they have already approached two of our prospective teachers 
and even though v/e can get our back for Lyme when it gets under 
way just iiaving the name out before we can get some publicity 
tor ours could pravera slight setback for. us. So as soon as 
we can announce our incorponation to the area at large the 
better. I hope the State wont delay our approval of incorpor¬ 
ation - at I have delayed the signaturesUI 

Incidentany the reason for the $6,000 to $10,000 range in 
the rental figures proposed is due to my uncertainty just now 
as to vdiether we will be able to use the upper galleries for 
class rooms or not. It would be difficult to make additional 
wash rooms in the upper section although it is not impossible 
frooms. Our present facilities 
for the gallery while sufficient for the casual visitor might 

^onsxdeved sufficient for students. There will be adequate 
facilities downstairs but that may not be in accordance with 
building codes which I am exploring at present to see just how 
much we have to do to meet them. If ,,e cant use the upper 
galleries even as lecture halls then I dont think we could 
charge more than $6,000 for the basement rent including additions 
to It. It would then take just that much longer for the costs 
to be absorbed by the excess rent. Otherwise it would not matter 
^ based the $6,000 figure on a present possibility of 
15VQ sq. tt. in the baaeiaent At a foot. When the two additional 
class rooms are built there would be between 2400 and 2700 so, ft. 

<^bat would be another 

2000 to I$0G sq ft. Either way it would call for a rental of $10,000. 
pe 4J per fooo fxgire was arrived at because the Shhpning Center 
here is getting St per foot without utilities. Another reason 
for ®aking $6,000 a starting figure for nhe rent is that I feel 
sure the Associate dues will bring in that much minimum and so 
even if we didn»t get any grants from Mc-C -S in anv one year 
the Associates would carry the rent. We»ll know more what this 
will be of course when we can send out notices with membership 
aplications. There seem to a good 500 to 600 people in town 
cultural projects in a substantial way. 

With tae/dues at $10 we can probably inc.rease that number to 
nearly 1000, So I am being conservative. 


This will let you knox^ my thinking in any event and if you 
not agree or feel that we should proceed otherwise please 
me* I need all the help and suggestions I can get 


tell 


Do let me know when you are next in this area 
to see you both and talk about our project, 
my best to you both. 


• I would love 
In the meantime 


Sincerely yours 





March 31st, 1976 


MiacCurdy-Salisbury Educational Foundation, Inc. 
re: Lyme Academy of Fine Arts 
Att: W.E.S, Griswold, President 

Willis H. Umberger, Setcy.,Treas. 

Dear Sirs; 

Because of the historic background of art in the towns of Lyme 
and Old Lyme it seems appropriate in this Bi-centennial year 
to establish an Academy of Fine Arts here. The Lyme Art Association 
has the space in its gallery for such a school ^awd will lease it 
to the Lyme Academy of Fine Arts which will be incorporated within 
the next few weeks. Traditional art instruction has disappeared 
in most art schools resulting in a crop of under-educated artists. 
The purpose of the Academy will be to teach the basic fundamentals 
and provide a thorough grounding in the fine arts, probably more 
fully than has been taught in any such school in the U.S. in the 
last 50 years. This will include instruction in drawing, anatomy, 
history of art, graphics, sculpture and painting in all media. It 
is probabl®, that we will not be able to offer all these courses at 
the start as we will have to begin in a modest way, but we believe 
that eventually we can offer the most complete course in the fine 
arts available in New England, if not in the country, for serious 
students who wish to pursue a career in art. 

The classes will be open to high school graduates or older with 
a set curriculum for a 2 to 4 year course of a nature that would 
eventually lead to our granting a degree. 

individual classes will be open to local residents not interested 
in pursuing the complete course. The Lyme Art Association has had 
confetant inquiries about art courses and there should be no problem 
in obtaining students. As a result^should be able to select those 
with talent and serious intent. 

The basement (ground floor in the rear) of the gallery will 
accomodate 2 classrooms, office and facilities when remodelled. 

Two additional large, skylighted classrooms can be added at the 
rear of the two front galleries where they will not show from 
Lyme Street. Robert Carter has agreed to help us with the plans 
gratis. Alterations and additions will allow us to accomodate 
40 to 50 students. It is also possible to use the four present 
galleries on the upper level for additional classroom space although 
they will probably be confined to use as lecture halls for such 
courses as art history as well as drawing, anatomy etc. which 
would not require sjitructural changes. These four upper galleries 
would be reserved for exhibitions of the Lyme Art Association during 
the summer season as now but would be available to the Academy 
during the off season if required. The four lower galleries 
would be used for painting sculpture, graphics, etc., throughout 
the year. 

The Lyme Art Association has able teachers available for the 
Academy but the teaching staff will not necessarily be confined 
to Lyme Art Association members and we will seek qualified teachers 
in various fields as needed to give a well-rounded course in art. 
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We believe that the Lymes should once again lead the country in 
a renaissance of fine art. Along with a thorough grounding in 
the basics we will accent creativity in the representational vein 
with the goal of improving the nationwide caliber of fine art 
based on traditional values. 

We realize that this is an ambitious program and plan to raise 
funds to meet construction costs over and above any seed money 
MaIcCurdy-Salisbury Educational Foundation can provide. Associate 
Membership in the Lyme Academy of Fine Arts will be open to anyone. 
Proposed dues for regular membership is $10 with higher amounts 
for Sustaining, Contributing, Patron,etc. This should bring in 
from $6,000 to $10,000 a year which will cover the rent. Tuition 
supplemented by State, Federal or private foundation^-grants, should 
pay for faculty and administrative costs. 

Sulj§efct to the approval of our Attorney, Dr, Henry L. Shepherd, 
costs of construction for the necessary alterations and capital 
improvements would be deducted from the rent and amortized over 
the term of the lease. When costs have been met and alterations 
completed either the rent would be sharply reduced or the Lyme 
Art Association would return all but a token rental in the form 
of a donation to the Academy. The Lyme Art Association is a non¬ 
profit organization and no profits can innure to any of its members. 

It must spend all its income annually so it has no interest in 
profiting financially from the operation of the Lyme Academy above 
its basic needs for gallery maintenance and repair etc. The Academy 
will be tax exempt, of course. Both organizations, under their 
articles of incorporation, name thei^MScCurdy-Salisbury Educational 
Foundation as benf£ciary in case of dissolution. 

Enclosed are copies of the Articles of incorporation of the new 

Lyme Academy of Fine Acts showing its first Board of Trustees, 

and a copy of the Constitution and ByLaws of the Lyme Art Association. 

If you have any questions I will be happy to try to answer them 
but I believe this will give you an idea of our proposed plans 
for the new Lyme Academy of Fine Arts. 


Sincerely yours 




March 31st, 1976 


Willi® H* Umberger, Secretary-Xreasurer 
MacCurdySalisbury Educational Foundation, Inc. 

Old Lyme, CT* 06371 

Dear Mr. Umbergers 

The letter of porposal for the Lyme Academy of Fine Arts 
which you and Mr. Griswold requested is enclosed. I also 
enclose 8 copies for your board mcmibers and the copies of 
docAraents referred to the the proposal letter. 

Referring to your copy of the notes taken at the meeting 
with you and Mr. Griswold and Mr, Pike^which I outlined 
our aims: 

(1) The Lyme Art Association is in no way connected with the 

new Ayme Academy of Fine Arts except in the role of landlord- 
tenan t. This is necessary for the purjsose of obtaining the 
tax-exempt status we need for the Academy. In spite of this 
you !^iay rest assured that the Lyme Art Association is 100% 
behind the new Academy and will w4rk along v/ith the ^cadsuny’s 
Board of Trustees to achieve our ambitious goal, one which 
the Lyme Avt Association wanted to undertake itself but was 
prevented from doing because it could not qualify for tax- 
exemption. 

(2) 1 believe I sett copies of our latest financial statements 
(Lyme Art Association) but if I did not v/ould you phone me 
at the number above and I v/ill get a photocopy to you before 
your meeting. 

(3) Would you kindly discuss with the Foundation's Board the Lyme 
Art Association's upcoming Inter—scholastic Art Exhubition 

to be held on May 22 and 23rd and let us know what amuunt 
the Foundation will offer for prize money.' v;e have so far 
one merchandize and one gift certificate prize as well as $50 
in cash. We are going to trf to get more from some of the 
business establishments in the area. As we will be showing 
work of students from bSilh Elementary, Junaaor and Senior 
High Schools in the lower Valley we would naturally like to 
be able to award prizes in each age bracket which means a 
minimum of nine in all - 1st,2nd and 3rd for Elementary, 
dr. High and Sr, High, We hope this first children's show 
will be a success fio it can be repeated annually to encourage 
students In art. 
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The photocopies of the proposal letter were made from an 
earlier version but I have corrected it to conform with 
the original and final version, I believe it will serve 
the purpose. If you want further copies let me know. 

On behalf of the lyme Ar't Association and myself may we 
thaxik the MacCurdy-Salisbury for their interest in the 
new Acadesay. Even though the Eyme Art Association cannot 
sponsor or father it the Academy is very close to its heart 
as we all believe it is what is needed most in the field 
of art. 


Sincerely yours 


cc to Mr, Brisx^old 


P,S* I find I have one set of copies of our financial 
statements (Lyme Art /issociation) for the years 1970*75 
together with plenty of copies of the 1975 shtfehment, 

I am therefore enclosing the set plus 8 copies of the 
1975 statement when we ran in the black for the first 
year in some time, in case you wish to scnft this along \ 
with the letter of proposal for the Lyme Academy to the ' 
other Board members. 





ELISABETH GORDON CHANDLER 


STUDIO: 


Mill Pond Lone, Old Lyme, Conn. 06371 
Phone: 434-2890 (Code 203) 

April 3rd, 1976 


Dear Henry; 


Just a quick note to thank you for forgiving me for; my 
error in La (Jbcuntciere*s name. *I enclose a check for the 
incorporations costs. If there are any more please let me 
know. You have enough expenses on our account as it is and 
you must not have any out-of-pocket costs that we can and 
will reimburse. I will hold the reqeipt for the Minutes as 
suggested. 


. Bob Shanklin has asked if you would let him know what books 
he should keep for the new Academy and how he should set them 
up. He has had experience as Treasurer of other d^anizations 

X-in- 

and most recently^a local political candidate but he wants 


•"A 

to set up the books as you think they should be. 
time to advise him he would appreciate it. 

All the best to you both. 


If you have 


Hastily 

* As I seem to have garbled it above the correct name 
is; J. Richard LaCourciere, (or Joseph Richard if you have 
it that way). 

P.S. Nelson told me of your concern about McKittrick. He is 
happily married and the father of 6 children so I think it is 
unfounded. Nelson received a very good report on him from the 
University of Hartford. However for the present I think it is 
as well for us to go our separate ways. Perhaps later we could 
join up. At present he is interested in teaching only children. 
We want to teach adults - siS inhere is no present conflict, Ldt’s 
see how we each prosper and then decide if and in what way he 
could be of assistance to us. As I see it raising funds must 
come first before we consider anything else. 
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THE LYME ART ASSOCIATION 


OLD LYME. CONNECTICUT 06371 


April lOth^ 1976 


Dear 


As you know, the Lyme Art Association is sponsoring an Inter- 
Scholastic Art Exhibition on Saturday and Sunday, May 22nd and 
23rd. Prizes will be awarded in three classes - Elementary, Junior 
High and Senior High. 

Would you kindly fill out the Preliminary Information Sheet 
enclosed so that we may have some idea of how many entries we may 
expect and how many students will be participating from each 
school. If we do not receive enough work we may consider asking 
East Lyme and Westbrook to participate as well. 

There is no limit on how many students from each school may 
enter. We are presently considering a limit of six entries per 
student but if the response is overwhelming we may have to reduce 
that figure to three. 

Receiving day will be Thursday, May 20th from 3: to 5; PM. We 
can arrange to pick up work from the school if it cannot be 

will be sent to you in advance of the show 
with the number based on your preliminary information sheet. 
Additional tags will be available at the gallery on Receiving 
Day. A Committee of Artist Members of the Lyme Art Association 
will hang and jury the show on Friday, the 21st of May. 

We look forward to having a fine exhibition of children’s work 
in what we hope will be the first of an annual Inter-Scholastic 


Sincerely yours 


Elisabeth Gordon Chandler 
President 


end. 
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Dear Henry: 


A^ril 28th, 1976 


Enclosed is my effort at the narrative description for question 
§Z ®hich you requested* I’m glad we now understand each other 
and it is for your editing,deletions, additions or scrapping 
as you decide* If our/triasuror cant add, its president cant type i 
spell!! So please forgive any typos or spelling errors. 

I also enclose the signed cony for the corrected certificate* 
Goodwin is away but I got Shankltiu to sign. He prefers to 
use his middle initioal so I have taken the liberty to type it 
in with a «/*', Hope this is all right - not a beautiful as 
your typed copy but at least it is accurate this time. I am 
really sorry I have caused extra trouble through my error. 

Also enclosed is a copy of the notice I am sending out for 
both meetings of the new Academy* Incidentally one request-**— 

You always sneak of LAA as laa and LAFA as lafa. We have never 
used just the initials for the Lyme Art Assn and generally refer 
to it as*'LyGie Art** or'’the Assn**, L.A.A, spelled out is perfectly 
all right however. But i would not want the Academy to get off 
on the wrong foot and LAFA promounced lafa sounds too much like 
Laugh-a! I think it wouftd be better refened to as *'the Acacfaeay" 
so it wont get a bad naiae. To me lafa is O.K, but not to the 
general public of its nuM trustees or members* I thin!< you will 
readily see ray point, Mhcn raising funds we can have no laughing 
matter! 

As to the terms of the lease.,, I see your point and agree that 
$10,QUO is a hAge sum for rent, 1 only suggested it to be sure 
that any improvoments or additions to the gallery belonged to LAA, 
and sort of amortized them over the terra of the lease* LAA needs 
about $2,000 a year to stay in the black without having to bleed 
the members, saost of whom dont have a lot of extra cash, to make 
ends meet. However they are more than willing to keep on trying 
to raise money in various ways to meet the expenses we have as 
long as the gallery is being put back in repair. We still have 
two items that cannot be charged to the new Academy (the entire 
interior and exterioe has now been painted and paid for from this 
years surplus) with much of the work being done by b&lunteers among 
the artists). We now have to have a serving pantry with running 
water for our ^^umraer receptions opeAAng each show and bookshelves 
for our lending library of art books available for research* It 
io all catalogues with library cards but is not properly housed 
where it can be used as it should be. Also the floors need re¬ 
finishing in the galleries and the wall covering needs replacing 
but these last two items can waAt, The others should be done soon. 
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As they are exclusively for Lyme Art Assn, operations I cant 
see any honest way to charge them to the Academy. Incidentally 
the officers of the Academy antorized me to have a septic system 
installed at once with the hope that we may be able to hold 
classes in the galleries while the work is going on remodelling 
the basement next autumn. It has to be done before LAA*s summer 
season starts or olso wAAt until it ends as wo cant have disriftion 
during the suamer, particularly this one which I hope will bring 
many visitors being the Bi-centennial year. The plumber has 
agreed to wait six months for payment and I have guaranteed it 
if the Academy fails to raise it in that time. I didn*t want 
to wait for health reasons as well as ihe lack of it is pointing 
our water supply and could be dangerous is visitors cant read 
the signs not to drink the water, (V.'e plan to put them in 3 
languages for this suiamer! ) As this is the first Job that MUST 
be done I felt the sooner the better. The work will be billed 
to the Acadiemy and approval for them to do it prior to a signed 
lease has been given by LAA's executive committee. Hope it is 
all right for us to proceed now, 

I am looking forward to seeing you and Darkara on the 15th, I*m 
not sure my sister can join us for lunch that day after all as 
she has friends from London who had© a place nearby for summers 
and although they have now sold it they always come up one week¬ 
end while she is here and take her out to lunch. At present 
it looks as though it may have to b© that v/eekond, An^rway I 
imagine Nelson and Roger Denris will be able to join us after 
the meeting, 

Hope the enclosed is what you need to follow through for us. 

You are doing so much more than was originally thought with 
the new Acade*ny and I hope the satisfaction of having started 
something worthwhile will make the estra effort worth it for 
you. My appreciation is beyond words. 

With all the best to you both. 

Sincerely yours 


Ends. 

Henry L, Shepherd, 

6 King Arthur*8 Way #8 
Kwvdngton, CT, 0$111 




2nd; 


1976 


Dear Henry: 

Sorry I misread the Articles of Incorporation and caused 

you two additional phoen calls and time to correct my errors . 

in the call of meeting. As the sentence refering bh the 
annual, meeting; of Members was in the paragraph concerning 
Trustees i^6thebithhn$ii Astieicthan in ExhibitCC 1 wrongly 
assumed that •’members" referred to members of the Board of 
Trustees, I should have realized that members refrred to 
the ’’Voting Members” mentioned in the same paragra^ih. I ors 
hnyeng not to bother you more than I had to but siiould have 
checked the callof meeting with you and would thereby have 
saved you added trouble. X hope the enclosed is all right^ow. 

Perhaps I should brief you on how the call of this meeting 
came about in case I have done something else that is not 
according to Hoyle - I dont know him very wellI If I have 
let me know and I will try to undo it. 

Up until the time the Academy was incorporated I had been 

going along with plans for it alone, with approval along 

the way by the LAA Executive Conunittee only. The original 

idea for classes at the Gallery was not mine but Dick LaCourciere*s. 

I'iowever the more ambitious Ly^e Academy with it complete 

course was aiy idea derived from his suggest.ion that we hold 

classes in the basement of the gallery several years ago* I 

suggested it to the members last siuumer and it was very well 

reciirved. We expected to proceed with it whan LAA became 

tax exempt as we knewwit could not get off the ground without 

tax exeinj>|} status. Your suggestion at the Secetnber meeting 

made its immediate realization not onlu possible but advisable. 

Once the Acad»»y was incorporated hfiweourse I no longer had any 
authority to proceed unilaterally with plans and so asked the 
officers to meet with me to discuss what could be done now. They 
called a meeting - the President did - and gave me power to 
proceed with ray negotiations for the lease and the iiiiaediate 
improvements needed at the gallery whicu are for a septic 
system. I did not want to wait until autumn for this as It 
is the first step and to wait would onlu delay the start of 
any attempt at holding classes, X had obtained a delayed 
payment plan from the local PluftiBing firm with the work to 
be done this month before LAA opens for the season and payment 
in six months, I gave the plumber my personal guarantee and 
if the ajTiount id not ralsett in six months I will have to pay 
him, I am so confident it will be I dont mind taking the risk. 
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In order to give me the necessary go-ahead for this project 
the officers named themselves and me a tmmporary Executive 
Committee until the Trustees could either ratify their action 
or name another committee to take care of icuaediate problems* 
which may arise between now and the annual meeting which we 
thought was in June* It was to explain what was expected 
of the Board of Trustees at that meeting as well as to let 
them know what action had already been taken that the meeting 
of May 15 th was called. Now I realize that the Voting Members 
will elect the board of trustees at their annual meeting in 
June and in fact the present Trustees are only their for a 
month unless they are relected by Members who do not yet 
exists! So perhaps we should not have paxeeded as we did 
despite the need for urgency. 

There is also the matter of publicity and fund raising which 
should be planned this month in order to get off the ground 
at the start of the s»Jimmer season, I would like to see a 
fund arive begin in June. If it is delayed it could mean 
that we had not raised enough money by September either for 
the septic system which will be a fait accomplis by then or 
for the start of the re;moselllng without which we cannot 
hope to start holding classes during the winter of 76-77 
or in fact until the autumn of 77 at the earliest. 

It may seem that I am trying to ruch things too much but 
I have the added problem of 2'lcKitfcrick, who despite his 
verbaD understanding x;ith me not to enter into the fi*»ld 
of adult education in the fine arts put out a statement 
in the papers tnat his new Academy 21 will offer an ’'eVentuak, 
full range of... fine 4i?-lsual) arts, eg. sculpture, waterco]|,oying, 
photography..,. The age of an individual to participate,.., 
will be deteriniTBd by interest anu basic ability from Pre-school 
to post retirement,,,,” \ 

I feel McKittrick is biting off a great deal more than he can 
get the town to swallow and I dont want him to try it all and 
ruin our chances of success with a slower more conservative 
program because his has been tried and has failed. That is 
why I i cel we must start as soon as possible wit.h the; fund 
rasing drive and the basic improvements to the gallery which* 
Include sewer and water although I would not recommend starting 
an actual builfting program until we see the funds coming in, 

V>'ith septic system and water supply plus heat we 

could hold classes in the existing galleries while the work ■ 
is progressing down stairs. If we dont start some sort of ' 
classes soon McKittrick will and from the way he is going : 

about it I am pretty sure he will fail which would give potential 
supporters the idea that an art shhool here wont work, I dont ■ 
want this to Happen. That is why I have been pushing things 
faster than I ’A'ould otherwise have aone, 

I hope this gives a little idea of what has been going on heire 
and my thoughts concerning the Academy, I hope the meeting ' 
on the fifteenth will authorize us to proceed at once rather, 
than wait for the June meetings. If this can be done by the 
present officers^ fine. If it takes and executive committee; 
to give me authority to go ahead, I hope one will be formect^ 
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In any event I fiont want all our work to date to (go down the 
drain because McKittrick starts teaching the fine arts this 
sunmter and fails. I cant hold him off too long and the Academy 
will have to show signs of immediate life to stall his efforts 
along the fine arts line. What he does in the performing art 
direction does not concern us and would not interfere but his 
entry into fine arts would and could beove disastrous to the 
new Academy, 

T would have e>;plained all this over the phone but it is long 
and it \iras your call. So perhaps this way is better. 

All the best to you both and looking forward to seeing you on 
the fifteenth. 


Enel. 


Sincerely yours 


Dr. Henry 1, Shepherd 
6 King Arthur's Way 
Newington, CT. 061 II 
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STUDIO: 


mSABKTH 


(;0R[)()X CHANDLER 


Mill Pond Lone, Old Lyme, Conn. 043T1 
Phone: 434-2890 (Code 203) 

May 4th, 1976 


Col. Grat't-on Wtggintl 
Homestead Circle 
Old Lyme, CT. 00371 

Dear Col. Wiggins: 

The Lyme Art Association and I are deeply grateful for your 
thought in connection with a possible bequest to it for a 
pri^e to be known as the Carlton Wiggins Prize . However 
our Attorney, Dr. Henry L. Shepherd, has confirmed the fact 
that although the Lyme Art A.ssociation is a non-profit organization, 
it is not tax exempt under Section 501-C-(3) of the Internal 
Revenue Code and the principal involved in providing duch 
a pri^e would be taxable in your estate. 

As an alternate .suggestion which I believe would achieve your 
purpose of encouraging fine art in the traditional vein, would 
you con.sider instead making the bequest to the newly incorpoi*ated 
tax-exfmpt. Lyme Academv of Fine Arts Inc. for a scholarship or ' 
scholar.ships to lie known a.s the Carlton Wiggins Scholarship 
for "ainting . A cert if if ate. su itabl e for framing could SMOSqMiny 
the .■•*. arship award and wc>uld be highly prized by the young 
arti.st,. encouraging him to follow in your father's footsteps. 

As the Lyme Academy has been^expressly Eesacod to train artists 
in the traditional values and help produce a new generation 
working in the representational vein who will bring about a 
renaissance of fine art and return the Lyme Area to the important 
place it held in art in your father's time, it would seem to 
be an appropriate recipient of your generaosity. 

I enclose a topy of a letter written to the MacCurdy-Salisbury 
Educational Foundation which has expressed an interest in 
helping the new Academy with some of its available funds for 
education. Ihis letter explains more or less what the.Acadgny 
is seeking to achi.j.e and how it will operate. You will slSO 
want to know how it came about. I gave you a brief outline of 
its beginnings the other day but will repeat them here. 

For several years the Lyme Art Association due to rising costs 
of repairs and inflation, has been operating in the rod. It 
.sought hut was denied tax exemption under Section 501-C—(3) 
of the Internal Revenue Code because work of members are for 
sale in the exhibitions. The newer laws are much stricter 
than the. were and it was the opinion of our attorney that ^ 

an appeal to the TRS would be fruitless. 

For some time the members of the Lyme Art Assoc;? Ion hsd . “ 

wanted to start a school to teach art as it used to be taught. ’ 







We could not do so without tax exemption as fund raising 
for such a project would be impossible otherwise. Then a 
very able tax lawyer, Dr. Henry L. Shepherd, offered his 
services to try to help us find a solution, j-Dr, Shepherd 
is an amatf;ur of fine art and a long time patron of the 
Gallery. He suggested that our long-term dream of a Fine 
Arts Academy for Old Lyme might also solve our current 
problems as the Academy could lease the Gallery and do the 
necessary repairs and maintenance. It was therefore set 
up as a separate organization to comply in every way with 
the requirements under Section 501—C—( 3 ) of the Internal 
Revenue Code for Educational institutions. Although it 
can have no actual connection with the Lyme Art Association 
it has the 100% backing of the latter's Artist Membership, 

It also has the blessing of the other cultural organizations 
in the area and so has every reason to expect success. 

1 enclose the articles of incorporation which I suggest you 
discuss with your Attorney. I think he will agree with the 
Attorney for the Lyme Art Association as well as the new 
Academy, Dr. Henry L. Shepherd, that it completdy qualifies 
for tax exemption. Dr. Shephtrd is making the necessary 
application for recc»gnition of this exemption under Section 
501-C-(3) of the Code and sees no reason why it would be 
denied. 

If you would consider transferring your bequest •£ a scholarship 
to the newly formed Academy you would be helping further the 
future of traditional art in this country and incidentally 
helping the Lyme Art Asscciation in its efforts to do so as 
well. The bequest could be left with the stipulation that 
should the Lyme Academy <1 Ftne Arts, Inc. cease to exist or 
cease to qualify under the Internal Revenue Code (Section 
50 I—C—( 3 )) as a non-taxable, educational institution that 
the income from the principal could then be given to any 
other non-taxable organi/ation for any purpose you may care 
to name.pr-ize or otherwise, in the name of your father for 
the traditional form of art which he and Guy Wiggins adhered 
to and did so much - c ■'^cster. 

If your attorney would like to talk with ours about the Academy 
I am sure Dr. Shepherd would be happy to talk with him. His 
phone number is 203-666-9686 in Newington, Ct. He teabhes law 
during the week but can be reached evenings and weekends at 
that number. Mis address is 6 King Arthur's Way #8, Newington, 
Ct. 06n 1. 

t will be glad to discuss this with you any time and again 
want to thank vou for the Lyme Art Association for your 
very generous otter of a Carlton Wiggins Prize. I wish 
could be made lax exempt so we could accept it. I assure 
you t hat the now Academy as well as the Lynne Art Association 
shares veur feeling about art and wants to achieve the same 
results as ym. dc. ' Ihe Articles of the new Academy make this 
purpose ciejr ami they cannot be changed so it will always 
icst .T I ITU- art as t was and should be. 

Sincerely yours 







liie Ijyme Academy of the line Arts has heeiL approved by all, 
is formally incorporated,has a P,0. Box, and will have its first 
Board of trustees Meeting ,May IS.lhe lease is being drawn up, 
with copies sent to everyone.it will be discussed at the May 24th 
meeting,Robert Carter will do the building plans with no fee. 
lo estimates yet.lhe year, would run Sept 15th to May 15th,with 
limited classes in summer.lt will not detract from the Lyme Art 
Association.Ihe upstairs galleries cannot have messy activities. 
Ihere is much local enthusiasm, for an art school. 

Parking facilities are planned. 

Mrs. Chandler has been talking to McKittrick. He has had much 
publicity about his classes-will take younger pupils (up to high 
school age) .Vie are not certain about collaboration. 

There will be a moralii^ on life memberships until new rules 
are made.Approved. 

An offer from C.M.S. for group coverage does not draw enough 
interest. 

The signs need painting. 

There should be signs in the washrooms in 3 languages-Spanish 
German, and English. ’ 

There is a discussion of the amount of parking on our premises 
by ear pools.lt is a nuisance, but makes us look well attended, so 
we will not object. 

A party will be given for Alpheus Cole on his 100th birthday. 

Artist’s Equity is turned down. 

Could we have a concert?!erhaps the Quarry Consort.Executive 
Committee to look into this. 

We expect to put on a deacaaoBtration by Lou Bon am arte. 

Concerning the door admission of 500.Should we raise it? or 
drop it completely?¥oted to keep as is.It brings in about IlldQ 
a year. 

It is decided not to have a painting weekend, 

A mistake in flyBr on commission charges will be corrected. 


Respectfully submitted, 
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fOay 11, 1976 



Or. Alan E. Hugg 

State Department of Education 

P. 0* Sox 2219 

Hartford, Connecticut 06115 

Ret Lyme Academy of Fine Arte, Ine. 


Dear Dr. Huggi 

Thank you for eeeing me in your office today in the above matter. 


It appears to be inappropriate at this time to apply for approval to 
“operate a private echool for occupational training** I but Yfj 

decide that our school should be iicenaed, we would be glad to file an application. 

Lyme Academy of Fine Arts, Inc., is a non-stock, ppp-pig.fjt Connecticut 
corporation. Incorporated Warch 30, 1976, and located in Old Lyme. 

The undersigned ia the statutory agent of the corporation, 
may be addressed to me, at 6 King Arthurs Way, Newington, Conn., 06111 (tel. 666-9686). 

The corporation is govamed by a board of twelv# truetaaa, who 
Tha Lyme Historical Society, The Lyme Art Association, Inc,, the Phoeto Griffin Noyee 
Llbrery, the PlacCurdy-Salisbury Educational Foundation, and other cultural and 
civic intereete. 


Under a leaea agreement with The Lyme Art Association, the Academy wiU 
ixscupy and hold classes in the fon»fflr*8 building, containing galleriea and other 
enclosed areas, on Lyme Street, Old Lyme, adjacent to the Florence Griswold 
House. (The letter is operated now by the Lyme Hletorical Society.) 


We plan to offer a curriculum designed for a two-year (and, possibly latwr, 
a four-year) course. Tuition will be charged. Admission to the regular Instruction 
will be open to anyone who is a high school graduate and has damonstratad an 
Intsrest in the fine arts of painting or sculpture. (If space permits, wa may open 
some svocationsl courses to local residents, principally senior citizens.) Our 
primary purpose, ae apeliad out in the certificate of incotporaUon, is to provide 
instruction and thorough grounding in the fundamental, basic tsehnic^s, 
principles wnd traditions of tNi fine arts, to Inculcate in the students sound 




Or« Alan C* Hugg 
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Way U, 1976 


tecl^lcal kruPBladga, excallanee of patfopwinca, and powers of comnunlcation. 

painting and ^Iptura to become 

St«r^ ^ artists, whatever their eventual mode of expression and subject 

^ obtain a large supportive membership (non-atudenta) In 
the historically artistic area of the Lymes. woencs; in 

Our faulty will initially consist of professional artists, most of wham 
h«« exhibited in shows held by The Lyme Art Association. aiS els^Siri! 

copies! ** aaterlal to attract students and faculty I shall send you 

und./l^r’wfwdfi? Jh. 


Tlvwrk you again for your courtesy. 


Sincerely, 


ftay L. Shepherd 


may 15, 1976 


Dear Elisabeths 

. Barbara and 1 greatly enjoyed lunch at the Gull, and thank you againl Nelson 
wal^his usual good form, and Roger is a pleasant companion. 

The meeting was fine, mr. Goodwin presides graciously — and he looks 
the part. It is clear to me, however, that you, with your iniative, energy, 
imagination and enthusiasm, will continue to be indispensable to the 
Academy's realization. 

I didn't intend to be discouraging about the $50,000 goal; the amount did 
surprise me, though. Do you plan to rough out a budget of proposed improvements, 
together with an outline of a brochure to serve as a basis for the fund-raising? 

If so, possibly you would let me see it in advance — 1 might have some suggestions 
to offer. 

Does Roger have experience in the field of grants-in-aid? I was relieved 
to hear that he was undismayed by the estimate. 

Where do you think students will come from, at the teginning? Wtet are 
your ideas concerning tuition charges, and where would non-residents live? Who 
will do the teaching, and on what terms? I've commenced drafting the exemption 
application and its exhibits; answers to these questions would be helpful, even 
if they are tentative. 

Perhaps Mr, Shanklin can help you find out the kinds and costs of insurance 
coverage. 

Collaborating with you is very pleasant. 


Sincerely, 



mrs. Elisabeth Gordon Chandler 
mill Pond Lane 

Old Lyme, Connecticut 06371 
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ELISABETH GORDON CHANDLER 


STUDIO; 


Mill Pond Lone, Old Lyme, Conn. 06371 
Phone; 434-2890 (Code 203) 

May l6th, 1976 


Dear Henry; 

The addition . to the Lease suggested by one of the members 
at the meeting on the 8th was that Paragraph I, except 

the two front galleries, generally referred to as the North 
and South Galleries, along with the pantry areas. Probably 

i a better way to describe it would be "North and South Galleries 
and Entrance Hall with small adjoining serving rooms”. They 
are not yet made into pantries and it is probablgi that only 
one of the two will be with the other used for office storage 
space as it is now. The North/South/Entranee Hall would be 
reserved for the Lyme Art Association’s use during the entire 
year except that it could be used by the Academy as an exhibition 
I area for student's work for a minimum of two lyeeks per semester/ 

I or at other times with the approval of LAA. 

I had wanted to make a library area of the entrance hall for 
our collection of art books and have that available to the 
students as well but I think that had better be part of the 
approval given by LAA when and if it seems appropriate. In 

f act I am still very concerned about the remarks at the meeting 
aturday about the "vandalism " engaged in in art schools! I 
would not want to tie LAA up for what will be a 20 year lease 
and have them ruin the two other galleries which they are to 
have use of during the eight month period when the school is 
operating at^mlximum. Do you think we should settle for a 
lesser rent, try for less ambitious building and rent only 
the lower floor to the Academy with the upper galleries to 
be giwen them for special occasions and with special permission 
being granted each time? I would hate to have to have the 
Center and Goodman Galleries ruined each year. You know students 
today better than I do. I will be guided by your judgement. 

If you feel there is no great danger and that we can control 
the type of student in the Academy, eliminating those who 
tend to dda-upt and vandalize, then I believe that the Center 
and Goodman Gallerie s would make ideal lecture=hall classrooms 
for the school. I would like to see them used for that and 
A lAA has no need for them in the winter. 

The other point to be amended in the lease of course was the 
change of rent payment from the beginning to the end of 
each fiscal year. 
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It was very helpful to have you at the meeting Saturday and 
I appreciate your taking the trouble to come down. It was 
a pleasure, as always, to see both you and Barbara and I 
am sorry I was so quiet during lunch. Frankly the above 
problem was bothering me and still does. I want to be fair 
to both the LAA and the Academy but I cannot allow a lease 
which would permit the destruction of LAA property during 
each winter even if it was such that it could be put back 
in shape again each spring. Some wear and tear is inevitable 
but it should not be more than a good coat of paint will 
coreect. Maybe I am unnecessarily concerned. 


Sincerely yours 



Dr. Henry L. Shepherd 
6 King Arthur's Way §% 
Newington, CT. 06 III 


P.S. Would it be safer perhaps instead of leasing the entire 
building to the Academy and then making eceptions of certain 

( areas for certain periods of the year to lease only the lower 
floor to the Academy for the entire year and lease the Center 
and Goodman Galleries separately for shorter periods perhaps 
even ren®»/able annually. Then if the Academy did not take 
care of them as they should we could refuse to re-lease them 
another year. The school would then have to make do with 
the lower floor only. If they used them properly we could 
renew the lease the upper galleries that is. Think it 
over add I will call you later in the week to see what you 
think. 
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LIME IRfE ASSOGIAIIOJS: 

Member* s Business Meeting 
May 24, 1976--1:30 P.M. - At tbe Gallery 

Ibere were 20 present. 

fhp» niinutes were read and approved. 

$de Treasurer was absent so tdere was no report,however, the 
dues are coming in. 

The Children*8 Show was a great success.Olwo schools dropped 
out the Lst minute,John Winthrop Junior 

There were merchandise gifts as prizes and a good aeal of cash. 

A new shed has been purchased for ^ 5 & 5 .PGplaslci,Torrenti, 
anfl Bnhprts will uut it up. 0\ir well water may still be all right 
after cleaning. Our new septic system is installed and in opera on^ 

Plans for the Lyme Academy are going along. The next meeting 
will be^June Wl^'Prom a total of 15 voting members,the Lyme ^t 
ifsLiatl^ m^appoint 2, Atwood and McKenzie 

c,a«-r.a+QY‘v Thp lease is read and considered.lt is voted tnai me 
upstLr/gaileries are for as.^d tHe school use thea only at 

our pleasure,chiefly for exhibitions. 

A rough estim.ate of building costs is $50,000.If this 
amount is not raised, a less extensive plan could be worked out. 

The Academy would raise these funds, and would like,having put 
in this much money,to have a 10 year lease renewal privilege. 

There would be an escalation clause on the rent,per cost of 
living increase. Use of 2 upstairs galleries (north and south) 
in winter would be subject to annual rented basis, and insurance 
carried by the Academy.Work would not be started until we axe 
out in September. The rental figiire at 500 a square foot,making 
$2000 a year for basement and 2- upstairs galleries,Goodman and 
Center.These changes are accepted. An amended lease copy will 
be sent to all members for approval. 

The non-members work was juried-meeting adjoucned. 


Respectfully Submitted, 
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EUSABETH GORDON CHANDLER 


STUDIO: 


Mill Pond Lone, Old Lyme, Conn. 06371 
Phone: 434-2890 (Code 203) 

May 27th, 1976 


Dear Henry: 


This is the first opportunity I have had to answer the questions 
in your letter of May I5th, In the meantime I have received 
the interesting clippings you sent^ fo'f which many thanks. 

To make any dream a reality I realize there must be some concrete 
thinking and a sound program and I have given much thought fco 
the ways and means of getting the new Academy off the ground. 

However I am well aware of my inexperience in this field and 
my enthusiasm is not enough, I need professional hp-l n - vnl 
professional that is - someone with ability in fund rai.g;Tnp- and 
in the operation of art schools . The answers below are only tentative 
suggestions on how I think we migh t proceed, not necessarily how 
we should proceed. Here they are for what they are worth,,,. 


1- Students: At the bgginning I expect students to come from 
th^^eiier^'eS^ area, LAA has had fairly numerous inquiries and 
several Lyme Jr, and Sr, High School students are interested 
for a school in the next year or two, I believe we will have 
at least 10 to 15 young applicants from the area to start with . 
There are also a dozen or so older residents interested in art 
as an avocation. We should be able to open the school with 20 
to .IQ students^ voung and old..^ from the Lower Connecticut Valley 
area. More would gravitate to the school once publicity about 
it gets out and it is in fact in operation. We can circulate 
lite^rature about it among the College Counselling savices too 
although they might demand a f for placing students with us. 
However I feel that with the small size of the proposed school 
it will not be hard to fill it in a year or two. 



The proposed four classrooms and two lecture halls would accomodate 
50 to 75 students with about 40 serious, full time vocationg) and 
the balance na rt tim e avocationa l. It would work out with a 
majority of voisational students in winter and more avocational 
in summer, 


2- Tuition Charges : These will have to be r.omnetitive with other 
art ^cRooTs'i*"^nave the summer schedule at the National Academy 
of Design which are low, I expect during the winter they are higher 
although perhaps not as it is endowed. We should find out the 
tuition fees at Rhode Island School of Design, Boston Academy 
of Fine Arts, Penn. Academy of Fine Arts, etc. as well as the 
New London Art Student’s League. I do know that pur members 4M 
who teach receive $x?per student per class and it semms to 

be adequate as they do not complain, __ +}ye. 

bjho S'^em u>xlhno ytn A Sihle. p&y jpe — 
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3- Living Arrangements ; Area students would of course live 
at home. Those coming from elsewhere could board at the 
Bee and Tl^istle (under ne»«/management)-l6 rooms. The Old 
Lyme Inn (formerly the Barbizon Oak and Elegante), 4 rooms, 

Howard Johnson's Motor Lodge (across the river in Old Saybrook 
but not too far to walk or bicycle^for the energetic). Other 
possibilities would be as PCs in private homes much as the 
American Field Service Exchange Students find homes here now. 

Families with children in college might be glad to get extra 
income by renting their rooms while they are away. 

have presently among LAA mem herR 6 r»r 7 who teacV^. 
SomW^f^T^lfst would be available once the school is ready to begin. 

I would hope we could look for others too and try to assemble an 
exceptionally able faculty. With city living becoming less and 
less enchanting I believe able teachers could be induced to 
settle in the area. For a start..,. 

New London 

Lou Bonamarte! (now teaches all media/Art Students League and Ppvate 
classes.^ 

Donald Thompson; Watercolor (probably summers and early season only 
as he teaches in Florida in winter) 

Harry Simpson ; Oils ( teaches or has taught in area) 

Tom Torrenti; Oils ( teaches privately in area) 

E. B, Atwood ; Graphics (would make a good teabher but has not 
yet taught, I believe) 

Tosca 01 inski NA; 'Oils (^Has taught children-might teach again j) 

Harold Goodwin ; ( our. President) Interested in teaching portrait 
painting. He is not an LAA member yet. 

Seymour Bal l; (Not an LAA mismber) has taught Anatomy and Figure 

drawing at several schools,' He is interested again. 
Robert Brachman. ; Also a possibility for portrait painting. He 
has his own classes in Madison. 

E. G. Chandler ; I would teach a class in portrait sculpture 

gratis (behefit of Academy) if interest is there 
and I have had a good many requests for it, I 
would also persuade a good teaching member# of 
the National Sculpture Society to come up to teach 
sculpture in general with special courses in casting 
etc. by others from time to time. 

^I think all tuition sh ould b e applied to faculty salaries . We 
would probably have to^^^ment it with grants from the National 
Endowment or Council on the Arts or other. There are funds available 
for teaching. 

5- Financing ; (the big question you didn't ask!) I envision a 9m 
concentrated drive throughout the lower Connecticut Valley, for 
jp onetime contributions for consj^/^ction costs this summer, I belie® 
something like this might be possible if we dont embark on another 
recession/ 
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Founding member donations 


. 2 

@ 

$2,500 


$ 5,000 * 

3 

@ 

1,500 * 

= 

4,500 -5^ 

10 

@ 

1,000 


10,000 

10 

@ 

500 

= 

5,000 

50 

@ 

100 

= 

5,000 

75 

@ 

50 

= 

3,750 

150 

@ 

25 

= 

3,750 

600 


10 


6,000 





$ 45,000 

it from MecC-Sal 


5,000 





$ 50,000 


* I would try first for a $10,000 grant from the 
Ford Foundation, Historic District Commission (which 
I understand might help) or other foundation.#^ this 
will be the hardest to raise locally. I hhink we can 
get the other $ 40,000 with^personal approach as well as 
direct mailpor the lesser Amounts. 


Annual dues of/$10-l5 with some larger contributions from 
Contributing ^nd Sustaining Members should produce an 
annual income of $8000 to $10,000. This should take care 

£i''hcf2ai''i®SSSSft?Sg‘*g?a8rF?Si"«ag8£Sli <5?^So^glcfi*pelr. 

We will have to’’cut the suit to fit the cloth'"'and I anticipate 


getting broken down estimates so that we could remodel fewer 
classrooms the first year if nesessary. The only thing we 
should not do is create double expense by delaying some 
construction which would cost more if done afterwards. We 
should also avoid borrowing as interest almost doubles the 
/cost of construction. As long as we plan carefully and get 
'pledges for money which is not immediately available we could 
put some of the construction off until the second or even 
third year. 


Please excuse rough typing . Hope the ideas expressed above 
are of some use to you but keep in mind I really dont know 
how to go about it. This is how I would do it but I am sure 
there are better ways. When we find someone who knows how 
we can modify the program. As far as the building program 
is concerned I have had enough experience with contractors 
and architects to be of some help there. 


Would you and Barbara care to attend the meeting on the fourth? 
I dont suppose it is necessary but would be very helpful of 
course in case of more questions but I hesitate to ask as 
it is at night. If you do I‘11 try to fix us an early dinner - 
something quick as it is an early meeting (8PM). 


All the best to you both. 


Sincerely yours 



Dr. Henry L. Shepherd 
6 King Arthur's Way #8 
Ne.ington, CT. 06lll 
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Dear Mr. Brackman: 


The Lyme Art Association at its #ast meeting last week,approved the 
use of=tfce two lARge sky-lighted galleries as painting classooms. 

This means we should be able to start classes on or about October 15th 
if there are no unforeseen delays/ in the preparations for opening 
the new aeademy Lyme Academy of Fine Arts. 

You sphfce of the possibility that Robert Beverly Hale might 
like to retire from teaching in the City and take— 

join the faculty at the new Academy here in Old Lyme. We need someone who 
will teach anatomy and drawing. Would you be good enough to ask him 
if he would be interested? I dont know what living accomodations he 
would require. If he is alone there are two Inns within 

easy walking distance of the Gallery. The Old Lyme Inn is directly 
across the Street and seivad a good french cuisine and a few nice 
rooms for guests. The Bee & Thistle is only two gouses up the road 
and has more accomodations. It is also quieter being away from the 
turnpike and they even serve breakfast in bed! There is also a 
good possibility of a small apartment being available there which 
would rent for $200 a month. If he would prefer to buy or rent a 
house I wilj. be glad to explore the situation for him and report. 

If he has already signed a contract with the League for the first 
semester we can wait/un€it^?he second semester when the Academy should 
be in full operation. Par 

For the first semester we jilan classes in Art History, Drawing, 
Color Theory, Watercolor and Oils. Sculpture and Life Classes will not 
begin until the second semester due to lack of space while the remodelling 
takes place. 

We are delighted that you will join the faculty of the new 
Lyjjie Academy and we will keep you informed of our progress as we go 
along but barring unforseen difficulties we will start with a modeified 
curriculum in October. The prospectus will be ready soon and will be 
sent to you. When contract have been drawn up we will also send you 
one of those. 

It was a pleasure meeting and talking with you last week and we are 
all looking forward to a long and productive association with the new 
Lyme Academy 

Sincerely yours 
EGC 

P.S. If you| would like to see the wniakmmtmgm 

two gallery/classrooms which will be used for Oil painting classes the first 
^ delighted to meet you at the gall/ery anytime. Just 
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Elisabeth Gordon Chandler 
*S«gS3^XiSS6S; 

President 


THE LYME ART ASSOCIATION 
OLD LYME, CONNECTICUT 06371 
BOX 222 


June Srd, 1976 


Mr. Sam Jones, President 

Berkley Machine Works and Foundry Co, Inc. 

Norfolk 6, Virginia 

Dear Mr, Jones; 

Mr. Maynard has turned your letter oVer to me but asks 
that I send you his kindest regards. 

I regret to infomm you that the Lyme Art Association was 
unable to obtain a tax exempt number because paintings 
by members are sold in the gallery. We tried every way 
our Attorney's could devise without success. Finally 
it was decided to start an entirely new organization 
which would then rent space from the Lyme Art Association 













June 3rd, 1976 


E, Gordon Chandler 
xxxxxxxxxx 


Mr* Sara Jones, President 

Berkley Machine Works & Foundry Co*, 100 * 

Norfolk, Virginia 23523 

Dear Mr* Jones: 

Your letter to Mr. Maynard has been turned over to me. 

I was just about to write you to tell you that your 
generous contribution to the Lyme Art Association 
last year allowed us to paint the gallery inside 
and out. Our members did a lot of the work themselves 
and with what we had left over we were able to buy 
a small garden shed for the lawn mower and other 
things the Fire Marshal said had to be kept outside 
the building* Without your help none of this would 
have been possible and we thank you once again for 
your support. 

I regret to have to inform you however that the Lyme 
Art Association was denied a tax exempt number because 
we sell members paintings in the gallery. The new tax 
laws are very strict and there was only one way around 
it* That was to form an entirely new and separate 
organization which would rent part of the gallery from 
the Art Association thereby putting it back in prime 
condition as well as heling us in other ways. This 
new organization is called the Lyme Academy of Fine 
Arts and it a dr&am we had long had anyway so we were 
able to solve our financial problems as well as doing 
something worthwhile for the future of good traditional 
art* As you will see from the articles of incorporation 
and lease agreement with the Lyme Academy which I enclose, 
the Acderay will take care of all the repairs and upkeep 
and we will still have the use of the gallery during the 
summer season for our shows. 

Although the Lyme Art Association must remAAn non««prAfit 
but taxable the new Lyme Academyof Fine Arts, Inc* is 
absolutely nontaxable and donations to it will benefit 
the gallery and allow the Lyme Art Assodation to continue 
as it has done for the last 75 years while being assured 
that the gallery will be put back in prime condition and 
maintained that way. 

We are starting a fund raising drive this summer for the 
new school and we hope it can open at least by the first 
of the year, perhpas sooner in a limited way. We plan 
to raise $50,000 and so far have been offered a matching 
grant of $5,000. This is already 10$ of our goal and 
we have not even started! 1 am confident that we will 
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be able to reach it without difficulty as there is a lot 
of enthusiatic support for the project from the community. 
The proposed plans call for remodelling the entire basement 
floor and building an addition of a large skylighted studio- 
classroom so we can teach the kind of painting that Alphmus 
Cole and our other members of earlier days believed in and 
which our present members have been trying to carry on. By 
passing th^s knowledge on to the next generation of artAiiblis 
I think we will have done a valuable thing for good art in 
this country - at least that is certainly our purpose and 
I am sure we will succeed. As a matter of fact your foung 
friend who was here with her mother last summer played a 
big part in getting the new Academy started. She wanted 
so much to study here in Old Lyme that I was sure there 
must be a lot of other young people like her who would 
also be injbtrested in attending a good country art school 
that taught traditional art as it should be taught. Her 
interest did much to light the fire that is now burning 
brightly in the farm of the newly incorporated Lyme 
AcadJBKy of Fine Arts, 

The Lyme Art Association is planning a 100th birthday party 
for Alpheus this year. It will have to be less strenuous 
than last year as I know he has not been very well this 
winter but I am hoping he will feel up to coming to it, 
Perhpas this year ABC would cober itI CBS did such a good 
job last year, I hope you will be here too to make the 
occasion the festive one it should be to honor this fine 
artist on his centennial. He has been interested in the 
new Lyme Academy too and I hope to be able to talk with 
him about it when he comes up, Perhpps we should name 
the new classroom after him! It would be very suitable 
and a permanent honor for a very worthy painter. 

Let me know when your schedule permits you to visit us 
this summer. We have two new restaurants opening up here 
in Old Lyme and I ho^e you will be my guest this time, 

Edwin Maynard asked me to give you his kindest regards 
and he too hopes to see you this summer. 

Sincerely yours 


ends 


Elisabeth Gordon Chandler 
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statement by Henry L. Shepherd, attorney-at-law, to The Hartford Courant, June 9, 1976 


"The Lyme Art Association's building is and always has been exenpt from 
Old Lyme property taxes". Attorney Henry L. Shepherd stated to the Courant today, 

"In 1958 Judge Joseph S. Longo, who then presided over the Court of Common Pleas 
in New London, upheld the Association's position under the Connecticut statutes", he 
said. 

"The Association is not exempt under the internal revenue code, however," Shepherd 
®SBii8iix‘^*"miss Lisa Stewart's report, which appeared in The Courant on Wonday 
June 7th, did not comprehend technical differences between state and federal tax laws, 
and misquoted my remarks", he said. 

"Last winter I prepared an in-depth study of the 75-year old Lyme Art Association", 
said Shepherd, who is a former president of the Litchfield Historical Society. "I 
found that its artist members had long intended to establish a traditional art school. 
After they were unable for technical reasons to obtain federal income tax exenption, 

I suggested the formation of an entirely separate corporation for this purpose. The 
result is the Lyme Academy of Fine Art." 

"In my opinion", said Shepherd, who volunteered his services, "the Academy is an 
exempt organization within the meaning of the internal revenue code; and I have completed 
an application for recognition of this status", he said. 

"Federal exemption is very important in philanthrophy". Shepherd stated, "Tax 
benefits to donors constitute almost the only form of governmental encouragement to 
fine art in America", his statement concluded. 



Henry L. Shepherd 
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June 6thj 1976 


Alphaeus P* Cole 
Hotel Chelsea 
222 \«est 23rd Street 
New York, N.Y. 10011 

Dear Mr, Colet 

It was supposed to be a surprize!I Of course we could 
not let the 12th of July go by without some sort of 
party for our oldest and most distinguished member, I 
had already writben to Mr, Jones to see if he would 
come up again to help us celebrate the great day with 
you. So you have no need to hesitate asking him up. 

We will all be very glad to see him and to show him the 
newly painted gallery which his generous donation financed. 
The 1903 costume sounds like a splendid idea in this 
bi-centennlal year and I am sure that the Lyme Historical 
Society would like to have it aftrewards. It should be 
another festive occasion for all of us. 

Are you coming up to Lyme soon? If not I would very 
much like to come to see you next time I am in New York 
to explain po you what we have done and are doing for 
teh Mew Lyme Academy of Fine Arts which will rent space 
in the lower floor of the gallery. It is the solution 
to the financial problems the Art Association has been 
experiencing and will also serve to further the cause 
of fine traditional art by teaching it as it should be 
taught but has not been taught for years, I feel sure 
you will be a exceited about it as I am when I have had 
a chance to explain it, I will be in New York next Friday 
afternoon June 11th and again on Wdddesday June l6th, I 
will try to phone you at the hotel on the iith unless I 
get in too late. If you plan to be up here soon it would 
be easier to talk here but if not I will try to come to 
you in New York, 

We are looking forward to a great day on the 12th July! 


Sincerely yours 
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EUSABCTH 


GORDON 


CHANDLER 


Mill Pond Lane, Old Lyme, Conn. 06371 
Phone: 434-2890 (Code 203) 

June 19th, 1976 


Dear Henry: , 

Enclssed are the replies to the lease approval to date. We 
now have enough approvals from each group to proceed wxth 
signing the lease, I believe. It has to be subjecJ to 
approval of the necessary Town and State bodies 
I? now seems that the State also has to approve ^he plans 
since it is a school - unless one that is not accredited 
can get by with only Town approval. Anyway whatever is 
neceSsary must be acquired before it would become valid. 

I am now on the Executive Committee^and we have a meeting 
on Tuesdav to draw together the prospectus. I have worked 
uo I suggLted budget with costs of teaching, administration 
aid ovefLad balanced against expected ^“^^^°”;tive 

dues and the MacCurdy-Sal isbury grant. I also 
schedule for fund raising which would call for $60,000 to 
bfraised locally (inoludias the MacSal grant). This would 
be enough to do all of the presehtly planned construction 
worrin?luding a parking lot. The fund raising program^ 

I have suggested also calls for a $ 100,000 grant 
somewhere - either state, federal or private “ 

whicrwouldket us through the first year of operation and 
allow us Jbuild an extra classroom which would be an 
asset as it too would be skylighted and will be needed 
evenLaLy for sculpture. If built now it would-save extra 
insulation and foundation work on one wall 

become an interior wall instead of SoO 

feeling of the group is that any grant less than $100,000 
would be laughed at by a private foundation. If 

rc:r“r6uTe"rad^Lrgi'‘s^:dLrs ‘rrr^^fe ::;e„ses. 
Snrclanhts ?;roe‘rrrr;:i; p - -g rather^ 

than the visual arts. It doesn't mean we shouldn tty 
and we will. 

Oh dear! H^his is turning into another long letter 
afchives! It takes me time to write a short one so I am apt 
to ramble on as I think. 
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You should have received the prospectus.by now. Would you 
like me to drive up to get your painting? If you have 
the lease ready I could bring that down for the officers 
to look over prior to signing. It would save you a trip 
down and you have had so many on our account. 

If you would then like to come down for the opening I 
would like for you and Barbara to try the new Old Lyme 
Inn which says it has ''French Cuisin^". It is now 
open. I cant ask you on the Monday^which is delivery day 
I have to be at the gallery most of the morning and 
at 1: for a meeting and jurying. ,We dont get through 
*mtil four or 1ater as a rule. But I would have tim^ 
for lunch at least the day of the opening recepti2i\^if 
you would both 3 ike to come then. There will be a lot 
going on in town that day I believe and I dont even 
know if we will have anyone at outr reception as there 
is a big affair at the school that afternoon for eveyyone 
sponsored I believe by the Republican Town Committee. ^ 
The Fourth we will have all kinds of parades and on the 
9th quite an ambitious pageant which should be fun. It 
is directed by a man from the Eugene O'Neil Theater with 
local talent??? and w'ill be held ir^ront of the new 
Country Duffer Store on Lyme Street. So if you cant 
come to the openinr but still want to see the show would 
you have lunch witli me at the Old Lyme Inn on the 9th 
instead? 




Was there anythin^^; besides the prospectus^that you wanted 
me to get for you"? I was so tired the night we spoke that 
I could easilv have forgotten something. If I have please 
let me know. 

All the best to you and Barbara, 


Sincerely yours 


Ends 



.Dr. Henry L. Shepherd 
6» King Arthur's Way #8 
Newington, Ct, 06lll 





xxxxxxxxxx 


June 22nd, 1976 

Mr* Sam Jones, President 

Berkley Machine Works and Foundry, Inc. 

Norfolk, VA. 23523 


Dear Mr. Jonest 


Following our conversation Just now I talked with 
Mrs. Riote in New Tork. She says that Orlando Cole 
and other friends and relatives would find it easier 
to attedd the birthday party for SlphSliSs if it was 
helfi on Sunday, July 11th instead of on his actual 
bdrthday on the 12th, so we have changed the plans. 
The party will now be definitely on the 11th from 
3-5 P.M. 


Perhaps this change in plans will make it easier for 
you to attend. We hope so as I know how much Alphaeus 
thinks of you and you made the occasion very festive 
last year. This will probably be the last one we can 
hold for him as he has failed quite a bit this year 
and another year it cpuld be too much for him if we 
are fortunate enough to have him with us. He is such 
a fine painter and person that I hope even if he cant 
be with us another year that we can still give him the 
honor that is his due by remembering him. 

I do hope you will be able to arraneg your plans so that 
you can Join us but even if you cant be there we will 
^ring your bell as we have done at each official occasion 
at the gallery since you presented us with is last year. 

With all good wishes and hoping to have the pleaseure of 
seeing you again this lyear. 

Sincerely yours 


/ 


P/S. We now havo a very good restaurant with french cooking 
z^ght across frqm fhe Gallery, If you can come I hope you 
will be my guest' for dinner after the party or the night 
/before if you cpme up on Saturday. Alphaeus might be 
too tired Suntj[:^y after the party and I want him to be 
/with us too of / course. 
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£« Gordon Chaddler 
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June 22ndf 1976 


William Shiland, Atty* 

39th Floor 

600 Third Ave, 

New York, H.Y, IOOI 6 


Dear Mr* Shiland: 

It was a pleasure to talk with you just now and I am 
happy to send you the Constitution and By-laws of 
the Lyme Art Association as well as preliminary information 
concerning hhe new Lyme Academy of Fine Arts, Inc. Both 
organizations are worthwhile and both have the same end - 
to further the cause of fine traditional art. 

As you no doubt know the Lyme Art Association has kept 
aldve the flame of representational art through the 
many years past when art became more and more abstract 
and meaningless. Now we feel it has reached a dead end 
and can go no further. For art to progress as it must and 
should we must go back td teaching the baisc funddmentals 
of traditional art so that we will have a new geggrabion 
of artists properly trained. For this reason the Lyme 
Art Association is very much in favor of the new Academy. 

In this day of rising costs both are natusslly grateful 
for any bequests and both organizations would use any such 
bequests only to further the cause of fine art based on 
traditional values. As I explained over the phone however 
the Lyme Academy of Fine Arts, Inc. is a tax ex<^pt organization 
under the Internal Reveuaa's Code 50l-i-(3) whereas the Lyme 
Art Association while beihg non-profit and meeting the requirements 
o^ the code in every other way is not eligible becwase members 
wqrk is sold at the exhibitions. The Xyme Academy of Fine Arts 
is, leasing the Lyme Art Association*s building for winter months 
and part - the lower |»ortl>on on a year 'round basis will also 
be used by them. If you or your client have any questions 
concerning either organization I will be glad to answer th^. 

The Attorney for both the new Acad^y and the Lyme Art Assn, 
is Dr. Henry L. Shepherd, 6 King Arthur's Way # 8 , Newington, 

Ct. 06111 , phonet 203-666^9686, in case you or your client 
wish to talk with him. Dr. Shepherd is a retired tax attorney 
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and has gracdiously offered ho help bohh organizahions 
as his contribution to the fine arts* Any legal questions 
concerning the two organizations should be addressed to 
him* 

Please thank you client for his interest in the Lyme Art 
Association* Whether he decides to favor us with a bequest 
or not we all deeply appreciate his interest and thought 
of our organization* 


Sincerely yours 


Ends* 

P*S* Prospectus of the new Academy will be sent to you 
in a week or two when the final version has been typed up* 









E. Gordon Chandler 
3®C!5SmK4KX33?!D 


President 


THE LYME ART ASSOCIATION 

OLD LYME, CONNECTICUT 06371 
BOX 222 


June 24, 1976 


Dear .Shiland: 


Somehov/ the enclosed was omitted from the letter I sent 
you. It does not include the latest amendments which 
were intended to bring the Lyme Art Association in line 
with Section 501 -c-( 3 )of the code. As soon as I can 
get a copy of those amendments I will send them to you. 
However they were not sufficient for the Association 
to be approved as a tax exempt organization by IRS, 
as explained in my letter, because of our sale of 
members* work at our shows. 



Sincerely yours 
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Dear Jessie: 




ELISABETH GORDON CHANDLlR 




To answer your questions re: Ic se--— 
Re: II 
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STUDIO: 

Mill Pc I Lane, Old Lyme, Conn. 06371 
Phone; 434-2890 (Code 203) 

o,me 24th, 1976 








- The Lyme A< ademy of Fine Arus will be putting Sv lothiti/r 
in the neighborhjod of $ 60 , 00 C to $ 75>000 in construction, 
alterations and improvements during the first year of its 
existance. This sum will have to be raised by public sub¬ 
scription. It did not -eem fair to ask them at the same time 
to pay the $2,000 rent when ttie-i will but l < in full operation 
for the greater part of the year and will have only limited 
tuita.on coming in. All the first year’s Associate member’s 
dues which will eventi all y go to. ard th'- rent will be used 
for the necessary construction and reniot. lling. Therefore 
i istead of having the rent 5aid in advance as it usual it 
is paid at the end of the year. Actually whiit has been done 
is to giv<' the Academy what is taiitaiiount to the first year's 
rent free to enable them to put .11 available funds into 
the constructio . costs. 

Re: III 

2 - "date hereof" rafers to the Sept ic system which has already 
been completed for the Acadminy's account even though the 
lease is not yet signed. Tiii s ,,ust OKs that advance 't^rork. 

^'he insur nee policy cleerTv states states that theft and 
vandalism w'ouid be i ncluded in Lite Aciidemy's policy. However 
I do not think the policy W')’'lc’ inc lud<‘ loss or theft of painting.s 
on exhibiaion in the Lyme A’^-, As o< i i:t Lons shows. I chink we 
should insure -hose ourselfss. h'e do not now do so and with 
the / ladeiry paying for the bulk of the insurahee we would be 
able to insure for * ..e act ’ ‘. c . 'T ' pof •> tint.in ’- 
occured by a breakin throug i the A.cademy we uuuici uu uuuat .a a 
come under their policy otherwise I think not ant! -.vo should 
have our own supplemental insurance for chu- paiuiUing:'. shown. 

Of course each artist waive j an/cl n'm for loss or i; ima o vh.-n 
he sends in his paintings >ut X .stxll ' < to- !. i t)‘; lu 

to some extent, not to exceed he listtu' poic; a )v. \ . 

. Re: VI: 

4 — Yes we would be respon^ble t’or replacing bli^v.n off or 
rotted shingles, timbers, termite damage etc IF TI’’' .lUTSTDF. 
Actually if the gallery was going to have termi i e,, it would 
have had them long ago as so much of the wood is in di ect 
contact with the ground. Some of it (exterior^ is showing 
signs of damp rot but it is all in locations where the Acadf.-i v 
will be doing extensive alterations and some of the now excerioj 
wall will become interior when the new clas.-,rooms are built. 

These new walls will all be completely insulatia’ anc' tlu' '^'ocn ur 
Gallery which v<ill become a lecture 'sail in t!\e v i: ter ,si , , 
and hence Academy's responsibility, will i ui !■ ’r 
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The only parts where the Art Association will have major repairs- 
in the near future would be the south wall where shingles on the 
South gallery arc- in bad repair. The other two sides of the 
north and south galleries dont need attention right away. I 
would advise using our first rent money to replace the south 
gallery shingles and insulate that wall. Actually as the 
lo'''cr part of the wall form^a, wall of the school’s thirfl 
cliassroom it will probably be done at the sa#i)B,,time ad. the 
rust of the worMvith the Association picking up the tab just 
for the shingles. 


It shoult' be kept in mind when we agree to maintain the 
exterior walls that the Academy is'doing an awful lot to_ 
put tiic building back into repair as well as making lasting 
improvements. It will be putting in heat for the whole 
building as it is impossible to leave out the two front galleries. 
They will automat i rally ■•<>+- heat as heat rises and would come 
uo without any extra costs of operation. I find my upstairs 
costs no more to heat than the downstairs alone. The air just 
goes up there. '<'e woufid only have to pay for heat if we keep 
the front galleries open over weekends and vacations when the 
Academy would be closed and the thermostats shut back. There 
would still be enou^di heat coming up ^o take the chill off 
the front galleries and keep any water from freezing. 


The Academy will also be airconditioning the building including 
the Center and Goodman galleries although if we used the air- 
conditioning in summer wv should pay for part of its cost 
of operation. It w'ould not be a large matter with the unit , 
alreadv installed and would just be a matter of extra electricity 
to run" it which xvould be reflected in our separate meter. The 
same goes for the two frdbnt galleries. With the building fully 
insulated there would be less need for air conditioning anyway. 

The Academy will have to repaint the interior for us fairly 
re^larly as the use of it during the winter months iS bound 
to°make repainting of the Center and Goodman Galleries neceM^y 
almost every year, I should think - maybe not if they dont hurt 
the paint. But when it hae to be done the Academy would do it. 
We wuuld only have the two front galleries to keep painted. 


It is probable that the two (Center and Goodman) Gallerias will 
have the wall coverings replaced with fire proi^ cohering by 
the Academy if this is required by the State code, would 

only Ifflve the frorl^ galleries for us to take care of. Of cours# 
ALL the present fire violations will be corrected by the Academy 
in the course of their work except for the front door which 
will have to be reversed to open out. The others will all be 
done automatically as part of the Academy's building work. 


The entire electric system for the building will be brought 
up to standard by the Academy and the Association will profit 
from it. The Academy will dig - or drill - the necessary well 
as it has already put in the necessary sewage system, ^ 

There are a lot njpre pluses I an sure I have forgotten but yuu 
see we re^llyVaneii/jlfvting a lot plus $2,000 ^nfafttion elautf# 

each yearT®ter ;tliM fi-rAt) to take ca^e^of w^at ;|^lse is needed^ 



OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 


BERKLEY MACHINE WORKS & FOUNDRY CO., INC. 
NORFOLK. VIRGINIA 23523 


June 28, 1976 


Mrs. Elisabeth Gordon Chandler, 
President 

The Lyme Art Association 
Old Lyme, Connecticut 06371 


Dear Elisabeth: 


This acknowledges your letter of June 22, 1976. I note you have 
changed Mr. Cole’s 100th birthday celebration from July 12 to 
July 11 which is on Sunday. 


%C- 


am just heartbroken that I can’t attend, but it is 
and there is nothing I can do about it. 


just impossible 


I just had a letter from a friend of Alphaeus’, Ms. Ursula Rlotte, 
stating that Alphaeus went to Lyme, returned to New York, and now 
should be back in Lyme. 


I haven’t heard from Alphaeus in two or three weeks. The last time 
I heard from him, he was feeling a little feeble. 




I am enclosing a check in the amount of $1,000 made to Lyme Academy 
of Fine Arts, Inc. in honor or Alphaeus Cole’s 100th birthday. 




I do hope that Alphaeus[Ihealth is such that h^will enjoy the 100th 
birthday celebration for he is one of the great artist and great 
Individuals I have ever known. I am looking forward this summer to 
visiting with him. 


I am enclosing a letter for Alphaeus as I do not know how to reach 
him at this time other than through the Lyme Art Association. Please 
see that he gets the letter. 


Love to everybody. 



SJ/mj 

Enclosures 


cc: Alphaeus Cole 
Ursula Riotte 








ELISABETH GORDON CHANDLER 


STUDIO: 


Mill Pond Lone, Old Lyme, Conn. 06371 
Phone: 434-2890 (Code 203) 

July 5th, 1976 


spent the whole morning working with the Executive Committee 
and things are beginning to take shape. I enclose 9 drafts 
of the proposed Prj^pectus and letter to Connecticut Commission 
on the Arts. Please let me know if they are all right or what 
changes you would like made. 

We have worked out a curriculum for the-#irsf semester. In 
fact we have worked one out for the first tafo years! They 
are subject to change of course but it had to be done so 
^ we could be sure we could accomodate 60 students and teach 
all the causes we plan in the proposed space. We cam! 


For the first semester we dont expect too many students but 
have started with plans for from 10 to 20. Could not very 
well accomodate more until the lower floor is completed but 

I as the Lyme Art Association approved the use of the two 
upper Galleries as painting classrooms if we arrange to 
cover the walls and floors they will enable us to start with 
this number. 


/^The course for the first year will be five mornings a week 
figure drawing and^painting - Beginners Class with Brackman. 
That will be in the Goodman Gallery. In the afternoons we 
will have Tosca Olinsky teaching still life (mixed media and 
acrylic^ (2 afternoons); Jessie Mayer, watercolor landscape 
(l Afternoon); Harold Goodwin, Anatomy(l Afternoon) - or 
if we can get him Robert Beverly Hale from the Art Students 
League in N.Y. - and Art History (l afternoon a week) Teacher 
not yet selected. Tosca‘s class will include color theory, 
unless I can get someone up for that once a month which is 

\ a distinct possibility. This should start the students out 
on the right course. 


I am also enclosing a very poor photocopy of Brackman*s Bio. 
from \^ho’s ^iHio in American Art 1966 (the only copy I have here 
as the others and more recent ones are in new Yofck^ It is 
printed in the fold and doesn’t photocopy well. If you cant 
read it let me know and I’ll type it off. 

Tosca is also N.A. and a graduate^ of the National Academy 
School of Design (N.Y.); was a substitute teacher at the 
Art Student’s League (Children’s Class) and taught adult 
classes in Essex and at the Old Lyme Art Center. She is 
a member of the Audubon Artists and Allied Artists of America 
in addition to the National Accedemy of Design and is a Life 
Member of the American Watercolor Society. I dont have 
Harold Goodv/ir^s' qualifications yet but will get them. 







I am enclosing an apj)lication^ fronjj the Post Office for 
Educational mailing rate which we^heed when we start sending 
out letters for funds. The letter for that will be based on 
the prospectus with an additional paragraph asking the recipient 
to join. This is primarily for Associate Membership and up to 
$100 donations. Anything above that will entail a personal 
visit and presentation. 

Between Queen Anne, the tall ships and the Academy my own affairs 
have had to be put aside, I will send you a thumbnail sketch of 
the "characters •' mentioned in my will and trusts so that you will 
know who and what they are and why they are in there. Then I 
will try to sort together what I want to accomplish and come 
up to see you. I do need guidance in this rewrite which as 
you can see from the present copies is not an easy affair. 
Circumstances have changed and it must be rewritten before 
too long. 

Let me know if there is anything else you need for the applications 
we have to make now. 




If you and Barbara are free next Sunday (the 11th) we are having 
a birthday party for Alpheeus Cole’s 100th! He is going to 
wear the suit l^e w^s parried in in 1903 !!! and we will present 
the $1000 checK^b**?;1ie Academy in his honor at that time. We 
will also name ^e Center Gallery the Alphaeus P, Cole Gallery 
in of his 100th birthday. If I think TV wont make things 

too hot and uncomfortable for him I will try to get CBS or ABC 
to cover the party. The press will be there, Sam Cole, our 
patrom may or may not be able to come but if he does he is quite 
a character and you and Barbara might be amused. If you do 
come and %i?ould like to^how about lunching with me at the Old 
Lyme Inn. I think they havq^their Sunday dinners at noon. The 
party will be from 3-5 so as long as I get there by 2:30 I 
will be able to do what has to be done. If you prefer dinner 
afterwards and want to join Sam Jones et al I have asked them 
IF he comes. I suspect Alphaeus Cole will be too tired but who 
knoitfs. He is amazing. Jones is a character and you might or 
might not v/ant a whole dinner^ party "with him but I leave that 
to you and Barbara. You will know what I mean if you meet him. 
He may not be able to come. 


All the best to you both. 


Sincerely 



P.S. Put down the 28th of August (evening) for the Beaux Arts Ball 
at the Gallery! It is a Saturday. 



BERKLEY MACHINE WORKS & FOUNDRY CO., 


IE PRESIDENT 


NORFOLK. VIRGINIA 23523 

July 6, 1976 


Ms. E. Gordon Chandler 

The Lyme Art Association - Box 222 

Old Lyme, Connecticut 06371 

Dear Elizabeth: 

This acknowledges your letter of June 30, 1976, and I note every¬ 
thing you have to say with much interest. 

The plaque you are going to have made as mentioned in your letter, 
I think is all right, and I would like to pay for this in further 
honor of Alphaeus' 100th birthday, so when you find out how much 
it is going to cost, let me know and I will send you a check to 
cover same. 


I had a letter from Alphaeus this morning. He started off by typing 
the first paragraph, and writing the rest of the letter by hand. 

He says it tires him to use the typewriter. 



Not only is Alphaeus a great artist, he is a great individual. 

I have a number of paintings by Alphaeus, and I think one of the 
most outstanding is a self-portrait of Alphaeus holding a bottle 
of wine and a glass of wine above his head, and the reason they 
gave him the first place on this painting was because he has never 
touched a strong drink in his life. 



Elizabeth, I am just heartbroken that I can't be there to attend 
Alphaeus' birthday party. It is not that I am too busy, but that 
day is a day when I just cannot be away. 


I had a letter from Doris Shaw this morning saying she visits with 
Alphaeus occasionally, and had him to dinner one night. Doris has 
been a good friend to Alphaeus and has been very helpful to him. 


Alphaeus didn't say in his letter if he had anyone living with him 
or not. Of course, he should not be out in the country by himself. 
Anyway, Doris says that he walks to her house occasionally. That is 
just determination to keep going. I do hope he will hold up through 
his celebration. Please let me hear from you after the party telling 
me all about it. 


With kindest regards to everyone at the Lyme Art Association, I am 


Most sincerely. 


SJ/mj 


jam Jones 
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LYME ACADEMY OF FINE ARTS, INC. 

P.O. Box 261 

Old Lyme, Connecticut 06371 

July , 1976 


Mr. Anthony S. Keller, Executive Director 
The Connecticut Commission on the Arts 
340 Capital Avenue, 

Hartford, Connecticut 06106 

Dear Mr. Keller: 

We would like to request a matching grant of $5000 for the 
Lyme Academy of Fine Arts under your "Category A, Ongoing 
Programs". We already have accepted a proffered $5000 
matching grant from the MacCurdy-Salisbury Educational 
Foundation to help defray remodeling expenses. The match¬ 
ing funds will be raised locally under a program already 
organized to generate $60,000. in Old Lyme and adjacent 
communities. 

The Lyme Academy of Fine Arts, Inc. was incorporated under 
the laws of the State of Connecticut on March 30, 1976 for 
stated purposes as follows; 

a) "to establishand to conduct an academy for 
the instruction and thorough grounding of students in the 
fundamental, basic techniques, principles and traditions 
of the fine arts; to encourage and develop artistic talent, 
abilityand creativity: and to promote and inculcate in said 
students sound technical knowledge, excellence of perform- 
anceand powers of communication; b) to bring the principles, 
history, significance and meaning of the fine arts to public 

attention. No part of the activities of the academy 

shall be thecarrying on of propaganda or otherwise attempt¬ 
ing to influence legislation, and the academy shall not en¬ 
gage in any political activities". 

Classes are expected to commence in the fall of 1976 and 
to continue with a set curriculum for a two to four year 
course for high school graduates or older in premises leased 
from the Lyme Art Association in Old Lyme, Connecticut. The 
leased premises will consist of six classrooms, offices and 
facilities with additional space available for future expan¬ 
sion. Remodelling and renovation costs, together with equip¬ 
ment and start-up expenses are estimated to be $125,000. The 
operating budget for the academic year 1976-1977 is set at 
$69,500. of which we estimate $44,000 will be covered by 
tuition fees, leaving an operating deficit for the first 
year of $25,500. Operating expenses of subsequent years will 
be fully covered by tuition and membership fees. 
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STUDIO: 


ELISABETH 


GORDON CIIANDI.ER 


Mill Pond Lone, Old Lyme, Conn 06371 
Phone: 434-2890 (Code 203) 

J)ll\ 13, 


Dear Sam; 

Everything went well on Sunday for /the c.^ l< br.J, Lon for 
Alphaeus. There was only one thing ul'ar was r:issin,, and 
that was you! V/e did miss you very much i nih;(ai buu T 
did my best to make you a part of the eeremony anj'way. 


We started cub with our newest memlx r in cotume of 177A 
ringing your bell through all the 'allc i^ies to announce 
the beginning of tiie occasion. dc { .^.ll*id out "Iiet,.r Ye! 

Hear Ye! The celebration of the lOObh lii.rthuay of Alphaeus’ 
P. Cole is about to be;!r:". -i.<: bell sounded great! 


Then Orlindo Cole, Timothy Cole, t'aVid Cole and his wide 
Carole nlayed the wed^ling march as I < ec >rte<! Alpliaeus 
in. he was wearing tiie sn it iie was nnirried in in 1903. 

As he approached tiie end ol' the ,;aller\ where sev(>ral of 
his pictures are liangin; he ‘ aw the paintin:g he had done 
of his wife and iiln^ost broke ; own — '< was c’U'te emotional 

and said she w-as the one it . ...s; ^.11 about. ’.dirn he had 
control of himself <..nd tin aopl-aase !iad ct'a.sec I made a 
few remarks. 


As near as I can remei3il>er I said liiaflast Sunday we 

celebfcatcd the Nation's 200t!i birthday aiui today, one 

week later, we were here to ceJfhrate oi.r dist piislied 

artist member's KtOth birtiitiay'^ 1 oolairied that the 

bell that was rung to begin tlie ccreicony was made in the 

same foundry as tlje Libery> bell and vviis a gift to the 

Art Associcition by you in nonor of Llphacus 99tii birthday 

last year and is now rung on all special cereniOTu’ous occasions. 

I the said that you were made an .dpnO||lrary Patr on of t’lo 

Lyme Art Association in apprec iat#r i on of your support last 

year and that ha<' vou beeui ab1 <■ to atten wc ivould have 

presented you with t’ln fr..^,i,ied parciu ent cert i i icate v;hich 

I held up. That as yon Vcr* uo.fo!' to be there wc w^ould 

mail it to you (and wi 1 1 i . i t:hon rrad your tribute to 

Alphaeus in excerpts i ■ voiir two recent le-tters. 

Then I read the part in your letter where you were' giving 
a check for $1000^ to tire new Lyme Academy of Fine Arts in 
honor of Alphaeus 100th birthday. Tlie i’rc.sident and Tre^asurer 
of the new Academy received it. I tiicn said tiie the Academy 
would be housed in the lower floor of tire gallery and that 
it would teach art as it was taught vdion Alphaeus Cole ifas 
a student. That kind of complete art. instruetion is almost 
non-existant today. 

We then unveiled a bust of Alphaeus ii\ lent Cliapciiak. After 





Jt •imounciMl that! the gallery in which we weire 
be iUw#<| the Alphaame P. Cole Gallery in 
^||b tb# Iwth hi**<^Ay^ present from his fellow mwibiiliw 
lyee Art' ''Aiiaocli^ion. , 

!%'4l^lowAhi( the dediewt^pn of the gallery to him and readio^'^ 

? ef the inecipl^on 6n. the bronae placque to be the birth^jr 
,e^e wlms brov^ht we all -sang him happy birthday* 

^Jle then blew opt ,^^||»„ pandle with a good string breath and, ^ 

had an intdf|ieh|aij^ lihile everyone enjoyed the cake and , 
^!«ni^h ;fmd AlphMiii^i^lld^'^iL, chance to'rest a bit. 

Af^tre that Alph#aiie®’sjg^^»ewa performed with a brief r^italv 
;1^ch,#aa ' 11 ^ At the, end of the recital evet^dPha^, 

.• shakb Hie hand while the photographers were ^ ^ 

tia$titc,«any piptarad* ; ia ie all the local papers aa well- y 
photocopy 1 you from the Hartford Conrant* # 

/Ufa trie tp get It pp the AP and UPS but am not sure it taddov 
■ it* publicity:, last year was better with the TV covenw^j;,, 

tao teiapted to get W here again this year but Alphaeun.^^Mil 
to haive^failed a' good deal when he first came up here 
Hfrha afraid the hot lights and conanotion togebher with al^l 'if^m' 
vthdTWlrea oh'^th^-floore over which he&etuld trip and 
himself« might be too much for him. So X didnjt ask 
to come this year. Actually he is in better shape 
: when he arrived. . 

^ou pak if he is alone. Yes, he is and it ia a great 
all of us. Doris Shaw has a woman who would/ipde 
fim his dinner and stay the night but he doesn*t want | 

.JBe says his relative?. Michael is coming up this i»oh' 
stay 'All sunmier. I think he will be up in a few dajp 
I dont think he is that reliable and proabably wfll,^bA’ 
back to. New York to see his girl friend quite frs^uy tl'j^ -^ 
drove him up and just left him alone which I dont 
right at all. He is having a phone put in the kitchop 
some sort of arrang^ent so he can hear the hell. That 
help us keep in touch with him but he is very far away up 
and Doris cant get down the road all the time to check «m 
him. He should have a responsible person living there this ^ 
summer. Maybe you can persuade him if Michael doesn't stay. 

I will check on his arrival and try to talk with him and 
learn what he plans to do. Michael is a nice boy but these 
yougg people just dont realize what it means to be 100 years 
old and the things that can happen if one is alone at that age. 
As I said we are all very worried about him. 


However he is fine now and is starting to paint again which 
is splendid. 


Again my thanks for all you do and have done for the Lyme 
Art Association and the new Academy. I'll look forward 
to seeing you when you can come up later this summer. V?e 
missed you at the party but we understood. 


Sincerely yours 





My face is very red! I told you I had sent you the enclosed 

check - then found I had put it aside to give you if you 

came down to Alphaeus Cole’s birthday party. Then I found 
it again just before you came down last Friday and had ifc 

in the folder with my papers to give to you then —--but- 

oh well that it what happens to me. The result of too 
many hats right now and too much to do. Anyway better 
late than never. I enclose my check for the whole amount 
herewith and will collect from both LAA and LAFA for their 
reppective shares. 




You said you are holding the copy of LAFA ceryificate for 
filing with IRS application which is fine. I dont have 
a copy which is complete enough to enclose with the postal 
application however. The only photocopies of the certificate 
I have aie signed but not dated. As I remember I dated them 
at the P.O. just before mailing them after you had returned 
them to us. There was some need for urgency which I dont 
now quite recall but for some reason I had to complete them 
and get them in the liail the same day. So my photocopies 
are not dated nor is the page with original Trustees accurate. 
It has the correction of LaCourciere's name in pen pnly and 
a''G." insertdd between-'Robert and Shanklin. Probably we 
should have a certified copy to keep and I should have one 
to send to the P.O. with the form. So I enclose an addifconal 
$ 14 '69‘^^‘which should cover the copies and the postage to send 
them to me. I dont know how to get them or I wouldn’t bother 
you yet again but I hope they will send them direct and save 
you the trouble. 


The August members show is shaping up very well and we should 
have quite a good and rare exhibtion of works by early Lyme 
artists for our 75th anniversary. (LAA hat). 


ji I’m looking into the possibility of gett ing a private studio 
1 somewhere in the area where Brachman can teach the first 
i semester while the work is going on. That should keep him 
I busy. We have over a dozen applicants who want to study and 
■ that is without really getting the word around that he will 
teach. So we will be tunf|ingiSi students away at the start! 

So good to see you both Friday, I wish you lived closed". I 
know what a long drive down it is and you are good to come 
as often as you do. 


Dont worry about your paintings and the one you bought. I’ll 
sign for them and take care of them until you |[et down a^amn. 

No more room - no more time! ! ! 











A£Si4k-.^„§^ll^P^MC-UJLATI0wS OF THF ZONING B-OAPD OF mFALS, 

I (we) hereby appeal to the Zoning Board of Appeals from the 
decxsioh of the Building Inspector whereby the'Building 


Inspector did_ 

X u se 
erect 
r_x ^. alter 
, X a dd to 
oc cupy 


^grant an application to: 

land only 
-^bg&-fSg|H|e or 


iror use as 


family 
’residence 
accessory 
building 
business 
^industry 
X Art School 


Appeal is requested for Fariance/f?3ecial Exception to Sec tion 
and Para_graph^lX2a_^l^.a^o --^-i‘^H....al.feeratiQn^,^anj^_ 

additio ns to the Lyme Art Association’s Gallery on Lyme"^Street 
for the purpose of conducting an Art School'^n"^pa]rts""oF~t^ 

Gallery when not in use for 

Location of Affected Prerrlsss: 2one^R-4j9_Area of Lotj;^42^.es 

Section of T^ap No.._ j± _ 

_11 _ Cottage Name or ’‘^■’Jsber^^^^^^^^^located on 

_- __- ■ Street_^feet discant 

xBocxik irlersection_^outj_51___.,____.^_irf.tii_ 

Address . P,0 „. Box 2 22 

Appellant.^^^grdaa^Chandlgp^,P|:.g|%liing Addressjlill. Pond. L_ an^_Old L yme 

Agt/Contractor_tjgJ^, 4 eterny.^^^^ Address, __.. 

Previous Appeals made concerning this Prepert 
Decision 

Dimensionsj Area or Use Not Meeting Regulations: ^^s^ult^rt^School 
xard Diinen5ions^^^^^___Hexgrrcs,,a.4prQx^ Are a F rontag e 400 , f t, 

Family Unit s O ther 

Variance or Special Exception is requested to Sections 4.1.7.1 and 
because strict applicat 3.011 of the Regu3-ations would produce unduie 
hardship for the following reasons "without a special exception the 
LjTne Art Association would not be able to lease its premises to the 


Application No 


L>Tne Academ y j>f Fine Arts, Inc. The new Lyme Academy will be an 
t^ own of Old Ljrnie and to the future of the Fine Arts. 

"^he Academy 

art heritage of the Town and bring additional 


cultural activi ties and ’S^ortunities to its 

^ocatToarTsnb^!i"‘'^1^3r^'iiraKXl^“^IfitabT^ 

Existing Land Coverage 4 3 77 sg . ft. 


_ Topose 

new Academy. 






































Page Two 


9* All owners v^hoss property bounds upon any portion of the 
Subject property inclxtding adjoining property ajid propsrtv 
directly across the streets t- - j 

Nani e__Est a^e_of Shirley S a unders A ddres s Bost on Post Road, Old L vme_,^ CT. 

No* .... 44 _ Lot ?foc_13 - 


Kaiae Ke nneth D. and Diane A. 

^^ap No. , _4_4_ 

Name J ^ Corp. 

Map No* 

of Calvin Feegel 

r^ap Noe 


44 


^4ddress^ Jpshuatown Road, Lyme, Ct, O 6371 

_^Lct No a _ .1.5 _ 

^Address324 Glenwood Ave, New London CT 

_Lot No^ 20 

...Addres s 15 For est Hills 

Let ? 30 e 16 


Lane, W. Hartford 

“CIT^06ii7 


Name fy™® Historical Society', L’oodhead, Pres. 

i4__ . Lot Koc ,19 


Miap fb*, 

Name Helen B. Uebelacker 

Map Ifo 
Nam e 

Jfep No 
Name^ 

Map No 


...Addx^ess Boston Post Roa d, ^I d Lyme, CT. 
^Lot No* '20 

^Address^ 

^LOt NOr 

ddre s s. _ 

Lot NOe 



This appeal vrLll be subject to reviev^ by the Town SanitariaUo 


I certify that I ha'vre read the above aiid that the above statements 
are true and accurately de^ibe the conditions ^eing j^pealeds 

Applicanfs 

Agents Signatur e /}z€Sf ^ 

The gracing of this appeal Ijs in keeping v/lth Section 19-*13^-B 1 (d) 
of che Pubixe Health Code of the State of Connecticuts* and ^vall in 
no way axlow the creation or maintenai:ice of any sew-age nuisance * 


Date 


^Signed^ 
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HENRY L. SHEPHERD 

LEGAL CONSULTANT 



SUGGESTED TERMS OF LEASE BETWEEN LY»iE ART ASS OC lATION 

AND LYME ACADEMY OF FINE ARTS"- 


Lyme Art Association will lease to Lyme Academy of Pise Arts 
all present facilities and space in the Lyme Art Gallery for use 
for its educational purposes in accordance with its Articles 
of Incorporation, with the following exception: 

The four upper art galleries shall be reserved for the exclusive 
use of the Lyme Art Assn, and its assigns for the period from 
May 15th to September ISth of each year during the term of the 
lease and any subsequent extensions. 

LAFA may make such alterations, additions and/or capital improvements 
to the premises as are needed for its purpose, provided it reciAves 
prior written approval of LAA Executive Committee. LAA reserves 
the right to demand discharge of any contractor or employee of 
LAFA who, in the opinAon of the Executive Committee of LAA, 
is doing unsatisfactory work or in any way permanently damaging 
thre premises. If LAFA does not agree it must show cause why 
such work will not permanently damage the premises and/or correct 
the condition, restoring it forthwith. 

Any work involving noise or mess on or about the premises shall 
be done between 15th and May 15th in any one- year during the 
term of the lease or any subsequent leases and any damage to the 
premises and/or the four present galleries shall be repaired by 
the next May 15th, returning the four galleries and lawns to LAA 
in good condition by that date. 

LAFA will make no unnecessary or objectionable noise in its own 
operation during the period between May 15th and Sept. 15th during 
which the four upper galleries are reserved for the exclusive use 
of LAA or its assigns for exhibitions of art work or other cultural 
events. 

LAFA shall pay all utilities during the period of the lease and for 
the peemises leased and shall undertake maintenance of the grounds 
at its own expensef except from May 15th to Sept. 15th when the 
front lawns shall be maintained by LAA. lafA shall maintain full 

insurance on the premises at all times. 
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5- Annual rent for the premises as outlined in ppll above shall be 
$10,000 per year* for 10 years except that $9,000 * will be deducted 
for each $9,000 * expended by LAFA for capital improvments and/or 
alterations or major repairs to the property undertaken by LAFA 
with LAA approval as in pp 2 above. A,ounts in excess of $9,000 * 
expended by LAFA for such improvements or repairs in any one year 
shall be deducted from the next year's rent but in no event shall 
the net rent be less than $1,000 per yeart. In case of inflation 

in excess of % as determined by the Cost of Living Index, the 

amounts of rent and deductions for improvements shall be increased 
accordingly. In any year during which no improvments are undertaken 
by LAFA and after all past years* expenses have been deducted from 
the rent, the annual rental shall be $2,000 per year with inflation 
clause as above, ,,,/,,, or,., LAA will donate any excess of rent 
over and above $2,000 to LAFA for its operations, with inflation 
clJkuse as above. 

* If only the ground (basement) floor is used by LAFA rent would 
be $6,000 per year with $5,000 deducted for amounts expended by 
LAFA as above. 

6— Any and all capital improvements, alterations or additions made by 
LAFA shall be the property of LAA and in case of dissolution of LAFA 
before termination of this le;ase or any extension thereof, LAA 
reserves the right to extend or refuse a similar lease agreement 
with its successors or assigns. 

7*“ In the event of dissolution of LAA, this lease shall be binding on 
all its beneficiaries and assigns. 

8- The lease may be renewed indefinitle by mutual agrecmient of the 
two organizarions. 



LEASE 


This agreement is made as of TuLy -22 — , 1976 by and between The Lyme 

Art Association, Incorporated ("Owner") and Lyme Academy of Fine Arts, Inc. 
("Tenant"), both of Old Lyme, Connecticut, on the following conditions: 


I, Premises and Term . Owner hereby leases to Tenant for the term of ten 
years from the above date, the entire basement area (except for a storage closet 
of reasonable size) in the building it owns on Lyme Street in said Old Lyme, together 
with access thereto and reasonable use of the grounds in common with Owner, who 
hereby grants Tenant the right at its option, exercisable upon six months' written 
notice, to renew and extend this lease of said basement for an additional term of 
ten years upon the same conditions as herein provided. For the period commencing 
September 16, 1976 and ending Way 15, 1977, the Owner hereby offers for lease to 
Tenant the Goodman Gallery and the Central Gallery in said building together with 
access thereto in common with Owner, who in its sole discretion and without liability 
for its refusal to do so may renew and extend this offer of lease of said galleries 
upon written request by Tenant from year to year for a similar period in each year 
of renewal, if any, upon mutually agreeable written conditions. Tenant's use of the 
leased premises shall be in accordance with the purposes presently set forth in 
Tenant's certificate of incorporation, and shall not interfere with Owner's use 
and enjoyment of the grounds and the portions of said building reserved to itself. 


Sept 

II. Rental . On or before dw n o 15, 1977 and on or before iwfe'15 in each 
ensuing year of the term(s) of the lease(s) herein made. Tenant shall pay as rental 
to Owner for the year preceding such date the annual sum of fifteen hundred dollars 
($1500) with respect to the basement area leased by Article I. If Tenant in writing 
accepts the Owner's offer of lease of the galleries as set forth in Article I for 
any portion of the period commencing September 16, 1976 and ending May 15, 1977, 
Tenant on or before June 15, 1977 shall pay Owner as rental therefor the sum of 
five hundred dollars ($500). The same basic rental shall apply to each and every 
subsequent year in which a lease of said galleries is offered and accepted. Provided 
however, that the amounts of said rental(s) paid in 1978 and thereafter shall be 
adjusted to reflect a net change since the preceding yearly payment (to the nearest 
available date) in the cost of living as measured by the standard index thereof 
prepared and published by the United States Bureau of Labor Statistics or its 
successor agency, and further provided that no such adjustmBnt(s) shall cause the 
rental to be reduced in any year below fifteen hundred dollars. 




III. Improvements and Alterations . Tenant at its own expense shall have the 
right, exercisable only with the prior written consent of Owner (which consent shall 
not be withheld unreasonably), to make such alterations of and inprovements to the 
leased premises as Tenant deems necessary or appropriate in the accomplishment of 
the above mentioned purposes. All such alterations and inprovements at all times 
shall be and remain the property of the Owner. All moveable furniture, furnishings, 
fixtures, and equipment installed by Tenant shall be its property, and may be 
removed by it at will, provided that any damage to the leased premises resulting 
therefrom or caused thereby shall be repaired promptly by Tenant, Owner may request 
or cause the interruption or cessation of any alterations or improvements if it 
reasonably believes that the leased premises may be permanently damaged thereby, or 
if Owner's use and enjoyment of the reserved portions of the premises may be or are 
interfered with thereby; and such work may not be resumed until Tenant has given 
Owner reasonable assurances that the situation Owner complained of has been or will 
be corrected. Any alterations of and/or improvements to the leased premises made by 
Tenant prior to the date hereof are hereby approved and accepted by Owner. 
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IV. Utilities . Tenant shall pay for all electricity, light bulbs, water, 
and heating services furnished to the premises. Tenant shall maintain and pay 
the expense of its own telephone service. 

V. Insurance . Tenant shall pay the premiums for policies of fire and extended 
coverage (including theft and vandalism) insurance and public liability insurance, 
in amounts not less than Owner reasonably may require to reflect the increases in 
exposure caused by Tenant's occupancy. 

VI. Maintenance . Tenant shall maintain the interior of the leased premises in 
a state of good repair and condition. Owner shall be responsible for maintena nce nf 
the exterior of said building and of the grounds and sidewalks, except that 'SUring tke""’* 
period September 16th through May 15th Tenant shall maintain the grounds and sidewalks. 

VII. Termination . The leased premises may not be sublet by Tenant. This agree¬ 
ment shall automatically terminate, without any refund of rental payments, in the 
event of Tenant's bankruptcy or receivership, or cessation of Tenant's corporate 
existence by reason of dissolution, merger or consolidation. In the event of the 
dissolution, merger or consolidation of Owner, however, this agreement shall continue 
and be binding upon Owner's successors or assigns for the balance of the lease tBrm(s) 
or any extension(s) thereof. Owner or its successor may declare this agreement 
terminated in the event of the breach of any material condition hereof which is not 
cured within a reasonable time after written notice thereof is given by Owner or its 
successor to Tenant. 


VIII. Amendments . This agreement may be mutually amended by the parties, 
employing the same formality as herein. 

IX. Arbitration . In the event that any dispute arises between the parties 
respecting any condition hereof such dispute shall be submitted to a committee of three 
arbitrators, to be chosen as follows* one by Owner, one by Tenant, and the third by 
the first two arbitrators. The decision of a majority of them shall be final and 
binding upon the parties, who shall share equally the costs of arbitration, except 
that each party shall pay the fees and expenses of its counsel and experts. 



State of Connecticut * 
County of New London * 


The Lyme Art Associa^on, Incorporated 


by. 


Its 

Lyme Acattemy of Fine Arts, Inc. 

b y-. 


Its. A>£-Ai-r 


Old Lyme 


July 22, 


Chandler 


Person^ly appeared before me the foregoing signers, Jessie H. Mayer, Elizabeth Gordon 
and Tosca Olxnsky^ Harold Goodwin , who acknowledged that signature of the foregoing 
agreement was their respective free act and deed and the free act and deed of their 
respective corporations, " -- ^ 





T 




Notary Public 




Z 



VIRGINIA P. SANKOW 

notary PVBLIC 
MY COMMISSION EXPIRES MARCH 31 ,1979 
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TOWN OF OLD LYME 


ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS 


Old Lyme, Connecticut 


August 17, 1976 


Mrs. E. Gordon Chandler, President 
Lyme Art Association, Inc. 

Old Lyme, Connecticut O 637 I 


In res Appeal # 76-29 


Dear Mrs. Chandlers 

I have scheduled a hearing to hear the appeal of the Lyme 
Art Association for a special exception and a variance to alter and 
add to its Gallery on Lyme Street, in order to conduct an Art 
School in sections of the Gallery when not in use for exhibitions. 

This hearing will take place on August 24, 1976, at the 
Memorial Town Hall, at 8$00 P.M, 



Zoning Board of Appeals 


T McG jm 

Enclosure (certificate & instructions) 
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(ID iXME mmim camssLw 


Please note! There will be tm> meetings 8ched\iled 
for August. 


MEETING NOTICE 

There will be a special joint meeting of the Planning 
Commission and the tconomc l&eveTopment CoiBmission on 
Wwasdav, August 5 , 1976 . ^t SsQQ p.m.. Memorial Town 
hall. Discussion will center on proposed industrial 
park and utilization of Hatchett's Hill Road. 

There will be a regular meeting and Public Hearing of 
the Planning Commission on Ilnnrsday. Augtast 12, 1976 . 
at 8:00 p.m., Manorial Town Hall. 

AGENDA 

I. PUBLIC HEARING to consider the application of 
Lance Hall for Special Ea^eption under Secs. 
3,15 and 3.17 of the Zoning Regulations to 
build a tennis court on his property at Shore 
Road. 

II. OPEN SPACE COMMITTEE REPORT 

^III. SITE PLAN REVIEW 

^ - Art Gallery 

IV. SUBDIVISION SUBCOMMITTEE REPORT 

- Randall property (see attached) 

- Dunn property 

- Zuk road 

V. ROAD CLASSIFICATION STUDY REPORT 

VI. MINUTES (attached) 

VII. O'raER BUSINESS as may properly come before the 
Commission 


Barbara M. Deitrick 
Chairman 
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CONSERVATION COMMISSION 
of 

OLD LYME, CONNECTICUT 


August 24, 1976 


Elizabeth Gordon Chandler, President 
Lyme Art Association, Inc. 

Lyme Street, Route 51 
Old Lyme, Connecticut 06371 

Dear Ms. Chandler: 


In re: Appeal #22 The Lyme Art Association, Inc. 

Pertaining to a portion of Lot #14 owned 
by the Association, which is designated 
on the Inland Wetlands and Watercourses 
Map of Old Lyme as a wetland. - 


During a meeting held on August 24, 1976, at 7:30 P.M. at the 
Memorial Town Hall, at which were present Bonde Johnson, Chairman, 
Mervin Roberts, Dr. Douglas Tolderlund and Roger Grover, members 
of the Conservation Commission, unanimous approval was given your 
proposed activity involving a portion of Lot #14 which is outlined 
as a wetland on the Inland Wetlands and Watercourses Map of 
Old Lyme. 

It is the Commission's understanding that its approval 
is required in order that contemplated alterations and additions 
to Lyme Art Association’s Gallery on Lyme Street may be carried 
out, ultimately requiring additional parking area, all of which 
could involve the property outlined as a wetland. 


Very truly yours. 



Conservation Commission 
Town of Old Lyme 


BJ jm 

Enclosure (duplicate signed application) 










TOm OF OLD LYME CONSERVATION COMl-fTSSION 


APPLICATION FOR PEI^IT IN GONNECT'ION ¥I'ni 


IHLMID WETLANDS AND WATER COURSES A C T-.-PUELIC ACT 135 


Ceneral infomation to Le supplied by all applicants for a permit* 



Indicate if other than property o-tmer- 


Applicant'a intcrs-st in property (lessee, licensee, ete i 


2* Name of property Associat ion 

Address ^*0* 222 Ol'^ 06371 


Address 



3. Location of property:_90 Lyme Stre et, Ol d Lyme, CT, 


Include trap and lot nmber as shown on Tax Assess or’s Map, 7^44 Lot I 4 

k. Description of proposed activity and location on pr^'paity in rel.ati'.s t . k-etlands 
and watereoursea. Art School in present gallery building. Proposed 

parking facilities with access driveway along present and proposed 
stream and pond. Relocation of present pond, deepening and alleviation 
of present mosquito condition. 


The applicant understands that additional infomation may be required and this 
application is to be considered complete only when all information and dociaaents required 
by the Commission have been submitted. This fortii will be received by the Commission at, 
any regular meeting. 

The undersigned warrants the truth of all statement s conuaiaed herein and in a? 3 
supporting documents accor 



.Trustee 


Signature of Applicant or 


'resident 


Lyme Art Association 


Dated end acFaowledgsd as received by the Gcmmlssi,;?. 


Supportiiig dociHaen* p aceepf-ed by the Coinmission____ 

lAp;_ 0UT AI'i ORIGIIiAL AND TWO COPIES- 0RI0INA'‘j TO CONSERVATION COMr^Tfl'TON. ONE COPY TO 
i^rr’pT-cTOH IVO ONE CCPi TO .T'rL 'CANT- 
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General inforiaation to fee siippliad hj all applicants ±'or a permits, 

le Haas® of Applican t L'‘/HE ^jcT t/Q/I . X^/g. * 

Address & Telephone Ijp, yjly- - 

Indicate if ofeher~ifeui’ property 'owber* ■-•—^■'■■■- - 

Applicant’s Interest in property (lessee, lic«nsee, etc.) ^ 

2. of property owne r 5 h^'/C __ 

Addres s LyMC y \Tt.Si 

3. location of prooertT: _ 

Include map and lot nnaber as shown on Tax Assessors Map 

4. Description of proposed actisity Am location on property in relation 
to wetlands and waterconrses. 

S^C- . 

Lai it 


Use applicant understands that additional itsformation aay fee reotiired 
and this application i® to be cotisidered complete or*iy when all infomation 
and docnjcents reqiiired by the Coiaalssion ha¥e been sufeaiitted. This for®i 
will fee received by the Gosmssion at any regtslar iseetiRg, 

The undersigRed warrants the truth of all statements contained iiereio 
and in all siqspor&ing documents according to the best of hie knowledge and 
belief. 


dignature of Applicant or Agen t S M- 








Dated and acknowledged as received 
by the Coassission 


Supporting documents accepted fey the Coisaission^ 


'l>4ake out an original- and two copies^ Original to Conservation Oosaslssion^ 
Ode copy to. ironing Inspector and one copy to Applicant. 
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TiUMERICAL ORDER 
FTTiE HO. 


TOWIJ OF OLD LBiE CONSEHVATIOl? CCM-IISSIOH 
APPLICATION FOK PERMIT IN CONNECTION WITH 
INLAND WETLANDS AND WATER COURSIS A C T—PUBLIC ACT 15'5 


General information to be supplied by aJ.l applicants for a pemitc 

^ , iyme Academy of Fine Arts, Inc. P.O. 

1. Name of Applice^t-- 

Address & Telephone No P«0« Sox 222 , Old Lyme, CT, Q6371 

Indicate if other than property ownerc 


Box Z6i,^ CT, 

"7 " 434-0175 
434-7 802 / 


Applicant's inter.-ist in property (lessee, licensee, etc,] 


Lyme Art Association 


2, Name of property ownex*_ 

Addrase P«0> Box 2 22 Old L ymeg CT. 06371 ____ 

3. Location of property Street, Ol d Lym e, CT. _____ __ 

Include map and lot. number as ahovr. on Tax Assessor's ?tap 14 

it. Description of proposed activity and location on property in relation to wetlands 
and watercourses, School in present gallery building. Proposed 

parking facilities with access driveway along present and proposed 
stream and pond. Relocation of present pond, deepening and alleviation 
of present mosquito condition. 


The applicant understands that additional Infomation may be required and this 
application is to be considered complete only when ell infiormation and df^ciasents required 
by the Commission have bean submitted. Tb-iu form will be received by tha Commisslou at 
any regular meeting. 

The undersigned warrants the truth of aJ,l stat^euts contained herein and in all 
supporting documents according to the best of his,^jacwledge and belief , 


Signature cf Applicant or 

Lyme Art Association 

Dated and acknowledged as received by the Commission^_ 


C Trustee 

Aca de^^^^ Fin ^^ts 


Supporting documents accepted by the Commission_ _ 

ORICrlNAL AID) TWO COPIES, ORIGINAL TO CONSERVATION COMilSSTON, ONE COPY TO 
ZONINCr INSPECTOR AND ONE COPY TO /IPPLICANT. 



























TOWN OF OLD LYME 

zoning boabd of appeals 


Q14 Lym, Comtectiout 
Au®i-t 25.1W 


^aiil €||Adl«rt )hf««i#ent (origi naO. sent 


In rei Your Application #76-29 
' "Wing, on pen yoting session held after the hearing 
1 ^ 6 , the Zoning Board of Appeals 
, vl^sl for the proposed re-construct!cm 
S^Acddeiay of Pine Arts, Incorporated. The 

in accordance with the plans filed 
- ***• P“*klng hoard specifically 

1 ^' Wfe ^e parking would he on Lyne Street, hut also 
,, tiiAt leks Lyse Art Association will Install the 
as apt forth on its plan, as soon as practical 
,lt will not he necessary to re-appeal 
ti«sii as this will he subject to the scrutiny of 
Consisslon and the State Highway Dspartnent. 

thld will acknowledge receipt of •certificate of 
ooopliance*. together witk a check for $7.00. both haring boon 
Itft with Mrs. Jessie Sai^, Town Clerk, this morning. 

.The effeotiro date on this decision is August 30, 1976 
altdratioas must he e iw i ntt sd within six months of this 
sahstantlally coa^lotod within twolro months of said date. 


f Moo Jn 

to Thomas . Michel 


>d^ trul^ youj^. 

Thomas MeOarry, ^aairman 
Zoning Board of Appeals 
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R«i>. 

ZONINO 

’ ress^. -/-- 


no Btiilding Permit2<^/5“ 


^-±2. 


aY'ns^.- ’ •> ^■ 

*ri- jnit«li;:-''•, ' 

.asr '.ituriin'-^ ’ V- stf 


Zoning 

I APPUCAMTCOPY 

he THIS PERMIT NOT VALID UNLESS 

building t 

PERMIT 


b ;i ,3«iutliiid 






1 l?- fadldlnrT ’ g ;=ST-^Sg~^« 5,ss«ed 

Zoning Inspector^ 


Approv 



^snrtCS"aicS?r>t tK"^v™^d »>? t‘‘® 
'0 ' •- - 




































































Zmim. WAiW OF APPEALS APPLIOATIOli mSTHUGTIQMS 

Application ?iXiag Dates File ZoniMg Saforcem^ut Officer one week 
PMom . e^ or a:pntU preceding hearin g. 

Appeal M&etlngs Third fueaday of each month at 8s00 in 

Town Kail* 

X. ApplieatioBB are to be used® out in duplicate. laforsatioa pertinent 
to appeal must be coa^jlet® ami. conciae. Appeal® for variance loast 
indicate hardship lapsed by regulations. Appeals for Special 
Irceptioa imst indicate precisely basis for the Special ascceptlon. 

2, Reqijdred enclosures with Application! 

a. Filing Fees $25.00 - (m&ak payable to «Town of Old byae?, 

b. Plot Plant 

1. Brawn to scale, accurately showing let di^nsloas, total areaj 
front, side aM rear yard disensiossj locations and si'® of 
e^ntlng aM projK>sed buildirigs, 

2. location and lot number of adjacent property o'/aers» 

5. location as^ distances of houses, wells aiid sewage disposal 

systea® of adjacent property oimers, Isditmte apri.l«sat*s 
w#X.4 and. septic system location. 

4* Mentification of property from road. 

5* View of area to be altered. Any application with©v 4 snapshot 
will not be considared. 

c. Applications for ^lasolisie Pilling Stations, Sarages, et«e 

1, la addition to ths above requlreiasnte, indicate location of 
pumps, location, height aM sise of signs, lo -ation, height 
and. intensity of lightsj traffic patt 0 rr.s, lines, 

exits and entt^ces* 

Applications for Auto^bile BoMtirors or Deaiter^s licenses! 

1. Oonnectieut Motor Vehicle DapartsBOst fosisss K^t ko&oimway 
application. 

Liquor Outlets! 

1* I^icate distances of other outlets, schools, churches within 
200 or 1 ,500 feet as defined Jja the ordinal.ce» 

f. Topographical conditions lapsing a hardship a.ioiild have photo-' 

graphs or a topographical survey of the terraiii. 

3. Appellant or his agent samt be present at the meetliig. Decisions of 
the Board, will be sent to appellant by mail,, follyifing the executive 
session. 

4- Application for s re^-hearing cannot be lasde h®fs:.*e a lapse of sim 
sioaths from the official notice of decision, unl.css new facts, not 
previously presented, arc ellegsd. 

5* Variances or Special Exceptions granted must be smarted within six (6) 
i^nths of effective date ar^ substantially completed itfi feMn one year. 
Failure to co^ly voids variance or special es^ception, requiring re- 
application to coatinm work after this period. 










I ^ 





OLD LYME HISTORIC COMMISSION 
APPLICATION FOR CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS 


(Must fgi 74 )rinted, and submitted in triplicate.) 

Date _2nd, 1976 


Owner(s)_ 


iy— AHr Aweei ation, Inc. 


L ymm Street 


Property: 


Map No. and Plot No 
Adjoining Owners 


^ 4 - 


‘ ynnnyfch A — R in ne A .—Mi.lne_(oi d Lyne 3tnn) 

Gplsii^d Uotuse) 

J i Y Cdrp / Lyme aisyorical Sociivfcy 

Entnte - of Calvin Feegel / Hel e n B . Uebelacker 


Type of Building ( ) Dwelling *% 


( ) 0u«N6iii*il«ppy ( ) Sign 


(x) Other (specify) Art Gallery 


Nature of work to be done: (x) New 

Lyme Academy 


(v) Remodelling 


Work to be done by: 


Contractor 

Phase I - Oct l8th 

Septembe r— 


Phase II - Jan idt 

77 


Estimated start and completion dates: 


(Start) 


r All no v; XTOrk will be - donc - at - the rear of the North - South Gail e ri e s - 

DeSCrA^lfiB»O^Oi»eriki_t^ ^ ^ ^ 

which face on Lyme Street. New Work will be very hard to see from Lyme 
street and only the new south facade will be visible slightl y from the 

comer of Lyme Steeet and Route St, Kew studio classroopt on north will not 

_ be visible from L yme Street due s to dens e planting now existing. All othar 

-woric wi l l he Interior remodell i mt . and will nnt r . K*. _ 

Phase III will include a paricin^ lot. It 

has been designed to show as little 
Lyme Street as ;?ssible. 

59_Not_Write_Below_This_Line_ 

CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS 


from . 




Signature of Owner^s 


Date Septmnber 14, 1976 _ 

At a meeting of the Old Lyme Histroic District Commission, held on the 
above date, the Application for a Certificate of Appropriateness was 
considered and: 

( ) Approved 
( ) Disapproved 

(^) Approved subject to the following conditions: (over) 


Note: This approval in no way takes the place of zmy necessary approvals 
required by the Town Zoning Commission. 




























Approved only additions to existing building as per plans. Parking lot 
to be considered only after 2k5ning Board and Planning Commission approval. 
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ht^JuiiL OF z.QiidXHG RE&UIaiXIGI't3 

I (we) hereby appeal to the Zoning Board of Appeals from the 
decision of the ^lilding Inspector whereby the Building 
Inspector di d g rant an application tos w, /ir» i-h. 

_u se __land only For use a s f aaillY 


erect 

’/" a dd to 
, occupy 




.1 


^structure or 
*biillding 


residence 
a ccessory 
building 
buai.ness 
_ industry' 

Appeal is requested for Variance/Special Exception to Section 
and Paragrap h t o allo w 


XK>catlon of Affected Premises t Zon e^-VQ A rea of Lo t 
Section of Tow n Subdivision friap Ho<. V V 

lot Mo, J*/ C?ottage Marne or Kinde r Located on 

tfa e_ side o f Stree t f eet distant 

from intersection w it h 

4<* OWKS R _,-r f lailing Addres s ^.0, Ol 

Appellan t. //.'a , - v c M ailing Address 54 ' Oi- 

Agt/Contracto r I ^ailing Addres s 

5» Previous Appeals made concerning this Propertys Application Mo, 

Date____ _ Decision 

---- 

6, Diifiensions, Area or Use Mot Meetiisg Regulations* Us e ^bop f 
Xard Diiaepalon s Height s A re a F rontag e 

Family Unit s O the r 

7o Vaidance or Special Exception is requested to Sectioia a I >7 1 I 
because strict application of the Eegulatiox^ would preduce undue 
hardship for the follovfing reason s ^ .■ ■ s: s g g /» / 

^ ^SN , ^irc P/tr his:/^k 

■ 7fl , ■ , ■ ^ —&£. ..^ 

. a, a^.^:vu. . „¥/Ltr 7g-«» 

Existing Land Coverages 

























































Map Ho 



a 1 m owners iAose prope-'ty bounds upou any portion o£ ttm 
subject property incluUng adjoioijig property and property 
dij*«ctly acixrss the streets 

-- 

^Lot Wo . j 3 __ _ 

9* LOt .j!:0 ^ ^ 

—,_,'.Addreai^j£.,Maagr: !^ . ^^^ . 

So._i£,.S,_, _ 

. .,..^Address,_,/,.C^^ ^ /(J)LX^ 

SOe.. 

,.Acldress^^ ^ 

_,i^t; Me 

—^Addrass ^ MJ £i r^ - 

'■•aP So---—2’..f__-&> Ho. a A _ 

.. , -__ _ ,,, _Addresifit^^ ^_^_ _ ^ 

HO'> Lot HOd 



Hasie 


^^Addre»@^_^ 


l^ap JBoi 


_Lot HOd 


This appeal will be subject to review by the Town Saniteriaa. 

^ above axid that the above stateoents 

are true ajad accurately describe the coaditiojvs; h%i^ appealed: 

Ai~plicaat*s Signatur e _ 

Agent*s Signature 


'^ht: ,'at^istiug of thia appeal is in keeping with Section 19«13--.B 1 (d) 
ol the Public Health Code of the State of Connecticut., and will la 
no way allow the creation or maintenance of any sewage nuisance» 


Pate 


^Si©aed^ 
































September 5th, 1976 


Sam Jones, President 
Berkley Machine Works & Foundry, Inc. 

Norfolk, VA. 23523 

Dear Sami 

Enclosed is your membership card as a Patron Member of 
the Lyme Academy of Fine Arts. Again we wish to thank you 
contribution to our new school which is 
?? V* carry on xnto the next century the art traditions 
which Alphaeus Cole personifies. 

enclose our Prospectus and the membership letter which 
Patoon.^*"'''' information only as you are already our esteem^ 

plaque should be ready in a week or two 
anxious to pt xt up on the wall while Alphaeus 
xs stxll in Lyme so he can see it. Your check for $225 
will amply cper the cost and any excess will go into the 
Academy buxding fund. There is so must work to be done 
on the Gallery to put it back in shape and adapt it for 
the new school, h 

The Gallpy named after Al|jhaeus on his 100 th birthday will 
be one of the Academy's class rooms so in effect he is enshrined 

Vo wanted L do moJe 

Of a him to accept the position 

Se fg- l-rwrL of the new Lyme Academy of Fine Arts. 

he wpe younger and stringer so he could take a 
pre active part in the instruction. If he feels up to it 
he has promxsp to give criticisms from time to time and this 
wxll greatly benefit the students. 

I had hoped that you could come up to see the Lyme Art Association 
cprent Member's Exhibition which features the work of our 
prly deceased members. It is a fitting program for the 7 qth 
Annxversayy of the Lyme Art Association. 

Reports thp you have not been too well and I sincerely 
trust that you are by now much improved ahd that we will see ^ 
you before the snow flies and Alphaeus returns to the City, 

I will let you know as soon as the plague is up, 

A?ts” hhanks for your support of the Lyme Academy of Fine 


Sincerely yours 


Copy to Alphaeus P, Cole 




««* ,.Mot «2 

onl .K^basion * aal-ioW oniddfiM 

.»«X ,jlXo3«xod 

SfflftB ntsaa 


«d»Hsi"? 

uox siaaddr o# daiw » nol^wditiJ«o» BHonEae^S 

al liaidw loodoa v/aa •**«> od nol^*i^^|«oa 

anoXilfeaii *%oi%inoB'J«q bIoD BuaiidqX^^ dt>ii^^ 

doXdw na..BX 

ijonBBdTBB tuo xb&9nS>i> ** ^ *fmods^. 

,»oY .«- 
ari^ o^nl o? alxw aaaoxa X .r-aul -Qaxhxud 

otiob Bd o^ ji'xow o jjjftrf fuq o^ ^nsitXBO no 

•tol ^ ^ Joodaa v,9« a*1c^ 

ux» x«bri#^l<i >13001 Bill 
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**ev «td •■® ‘ .cangoB, 9,,^J „:x 4o .e,BBnevinB„ 

,XB,.OeX. X .. »BW -3 BBB^ BW.^ O^r^r-Sf* 

asa XXiw , ' Ji^Tp, Kns aoil^ wona add ono^ad 
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OLD LYME HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION 


Lyme 'Street 
Old Lyme, .Ct: 06371 
Settled-1640 


September 3, 1976 


Mrs. E. Gordon Chandler 
Lyme Art Association, Inc. 

Mill Pond Road 

Old Lyme, Connecticut 06371 

Dear Elizabeth: 

We have put your case on the docket for our 
meeting of Monday, September 13, at which time we 
will take up your application if you have sent it to 
us. In that respect, I enclose application forms. 

Yesterday, the Town Hall was trying to reach 
me without success concerning your work permit. By 
copy of this letter, I am informing them that any 
exterior construction needing the Historic District 
Commission’s approval cannot be granted at the 
earliest until after the meeting of Monday the 13th. 

Foundation work and earth removal from under 
the present building, in my opinion, does not involve 
the Historic District and a permit for that is quite 
within order without our consent. 


Sincerely, 



William M. Pike 
Chairman 


/n 

cc: Building Inspector, Old Lyme 
Encs. 
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LYME ACADEMY OF FINE ARTS, INC. 

P.O. BOX 261, OLD LYME, CONNECTICUT 06371 


TRUSTEES; 

Harold Goodwin, Pres. 
John L. Thayer, V. Pres. 
Robert G. Shanklin, Treas. 
Tosca Olinsky, Secy. 

E. Gordon Chandler 
Roger Dennis 
John S. Griswold 
J. Richard LaCourciere 
Roger G. Pierson, Jr. 

Ann Ely Smith 
Samuel Thorne 
Nelson C. White 


PROSPECTUS 


The idea for the Lyme Academy of Fine Arts was conceived 
by professional artists. They know that when the art 
student leaves school he or she will enter the solitude 
of the studio. They believe that a thorough traditional 
training is not only the best sustenance in the initial 
solitude but also that it is generally lacking in art 
^ools today. 

During the first half of this century the Lyme area of 
Connecticut was an important art center. Painters and 
sculptors of national importance exhibited in the Lyme 
Art Association's galleries, which will house the Lyme 
Academy. These galleries are among the finest of their 
kind in New England. The entire ground floor will be 
remodeled for the Academy's purposes and high sky-lighted 
studio space will be added. Two of the main floor galleries 
will serve as classrooms during the Fall, Winter and Spring. 


Enrollment will be open to all, regardless of race, creed, 
color, national origin or sex. Students will be selected 
on the basis of their ability, aptitude and dedication 
and they must be high school graduates. Room and board 
will be arranged for a limited number of out-of-town 
students. 


The required course of study will be for two years and 
will consist of classes in painting in all media, sculp¬ 
ture, graphics , anatomy, drawing and art history. The 
teacher-student ratio will be maintained at a level to 
insure a close relationship. Studentdmay elect another 
two years of intensive study that will culminate in 
actual commissions in their respective fields or in 
preparation for an exhibition. A modified Summer program 
of eight to ten weeks is planned for avocational students 
and for student artists who wish to continue working 
through the year. 


Most of the students' time will be spent in studio 
classes. In addition there will be extensive courses 
in art history and theory. Each student will be taught 
the major disciplines, on the theory that a painter will 













be a better painter if he has the experience with the three 
dimensions of sculpture; and the sculptor will be helped by 
knowledge of two dimensional perspective, drawing and color 
theory. Both will benefit from an understanding of the graphic 
arts. Students will study with each member of the faculty in 
turn. The teaching emphasis will be on principles - not any 
one style. 

The faculty will include Robert Brackman, N.A., Figure 
Painting - Oils; Tosca Olinsky, N.A., Still Life - Various 
Media; Jessie Hull Mayer, Drawing and Watercolor; Lou 
Bonamarte, Watercolor; Harold Goodwin, Drawing and Anatomy; 
Elisabeth Gordon Chandler, A.N.A., F.N.S.S., Portrait 
Sculpture. Negotiations are in progress with others who are 
leaders in their fields. 

The program, with its close teacher-student relationship,is 
not designed for a large number of students, so the funds 
needed are modest. $150,000 is required to cover (1) remodeling 
and adding new classrooms to the gallery of the Lyme Art Asso¬ 
ciation; (2) furniture and equipment; (3) first year operating 
expenses and salaries sufficient to attract some of the best 
practitioners to instruct in traditional methods. Once started 
the Academy expects to be self supporting. 

The discovery that seemed so important in the first quarter of 
this century that "a painting is a painting" now evokes the 
question, "of what?" If the arts of painting and sculpture are 
to continue into the twenty-first century, they must answer 
that question. Today's art students should be at the height of 
their powers in the year 2001 and the traditional training in 
the arts of representation which they will receive in the Lyme 
Academy of Fine Arts will prepare them to meet whatever challenge 
they must face. 




Suggested Prospectus 

For more than a generation the visual arts have undergone 
so much experimentation that they have reached an impasse. In order 
to advance there is nothing left but a return to the traditions from 
which they diverged. Recent developments have so liemused art instructors 
and practitioners alike that the well spring has been neglected. Many 
students want, but can no longer find, traditional instruction. It 
is for them that the Lyme Academy dfl Fine Arts was founded. We believe 
that there is more to art t)istory than the last half century and propose 
to teach the arts of representation and communication filling an ^ i 
educational void in traditional instruction which has existed for 
too many years. 

The method of instruction will be an integration of studio 
and classroom. The classroom will center on art history and this 
learning will be used to clarify the origins of what is done in the 
studio. Each student will be taught all disciplines. It is believed 
that a painter will become a better painter if he undertshands the three 
dimensional field of sculpture. A sculptor will be helped by a knowledge 
of two dimensional perspective, drawing and color theory. Both will 
benefit from an understanding of the graphic arts. Students will have 
the opportunity of studying with each member of the faculty in turn 
so that he will not copy any one style but developjf his own. 

The first year will be devoted to learning the basic fundamentals 

of traditional art and becoming acquainted with^ and prof#icient ir^ 

different media. The second year will concentrate on perfectiong the 

abilities and skills he has acquired and encouraging creativity. For 

•Hcleqf 

those students who show extreme abili t'y and wish to continue further 
study an additional two years will be available with more personal 
teacher-student contact in their chosen field culminating in the fourth 
year with the actual experience of following through on a professional 


commission. 








Prospectus cont ...page 2 

Through all four years the study of art history will predominate 
helping the student becmme aware of the great art of the past while 
striving to create greatft^art of the future. 

The Lyme area in Connecticut is the logical place in which 

to found such a school as it is the birthplace of the American Impressionists 

of the turn of the century. The Lyme Art Association's Gallery which will 

house the Academy is the finest exhibition gallery of its kind in New 

England as well as the oldest. The entire ground floor will be remodelled 

to accomadate the Academy with two new 17’ high sky-lighted studio- 

classrooms added. Two of the main floor galleries will serve as lecture 

halls during the m-^in school year. A modified summer program of from 

eight to ten weeks is also planned for the less serious avocational 

student as well as for the serious student-artist who prefers to continue 

work throughout the year. Enrollment will be open to all regardless of 

race, creed, color, national origin or sex. Students should be high school 
St 

graduates but older^students and older residents of the area seeking avocationa] 
study will be admitted if space permits. Students far the regular course 
will be selected solely on the basis of ability, aptitude abd dedication. 

In its early years however preferetieey-must be given to talented local 
area residentd because of limited housing facilities for out-of-town 
students. It is expected that campus-living facilities may be offered 
nearby at a later date. Room and board ifill be arranged for a limited 
wjunber of out-of-town students during the first years of operation. 

Because the program is planned to allow a close teacher-student ^lat i 
relationship it is obviously not suitable for large numbers of students. 

To achieve its puspose it must necessarily remain small, in Hesse's phrase , 
"Magic Theater. Not for e^yone." Therefore the funds needed are modest. 

For remodelling and the addition of classrooms to the gallery of the 
Lyme Art Association^ and for furniture, fixtures and beginning operation 
as well as salaries sufficient to attract some of the best practitioners 
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Prospectus cont... 


to instruct in traditional methods we need a sum of $175,000. Of 
this it is expected that $60,000 will be raised locally. Once 
started, we belei>i?'C, the Academy will be self supporting. 


Proposed 

Budget 


Beginning 

Faculty 


Courses Offered 


2nd Year 


1st year 


Art History II 
Life drawing 
Painting (all media) 
Portrait Painting 
Sculpture II 
Landscape Painting II 
Graphis II 


^ Art History I 
7 , Drawing, perspective etc 



3rd Year 

Art History III 

Individual work in chosen field under personal supervision 



4th 


Follow through on professional commission 
in chosen field WlHS 
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THE LYME *RT ASSOCIATION 
OLD LYMf CONNECTICUT 0637 1 


Sei'teuiber 2LM, 


Captain William' Ellert/ 
Deputy Fire Marshal 
Depai tment T Publit Safety 
1 94 Colcny Street 
Muriden, CT, O 645 O 


Dear aptain Ellert: 


Alterations to the yme Art Assoc ; -.tion ’ s Gallery 
on Lyme Street in )ld Lyme are progress to 
adapt it lor it tenant, Lyme .eademy of T tne Arts 
which has least 1 a portion of the building. We request 
an appointmen for an intervie%t? so th t we may show 
you the plans and discuss what will I e necessary to 
meet fire ^ode requirements. We wruid appreciate 
the appointment at - an warly date a^^ any modifications 
iu the plans will be easier to ir ke at this time. 


The Lyme Ac^iemyof Fine Arts will ccuoy the 1Twer 
(ground) flo )r for 12 months a ye 'i cuid a portion of 
tne upper (al'^o ground floor on le Lyme Street side) 
portion of the bull ’ing fr ni September 1 5th to May I5th 
each year during t’ t term o the lease ',10 years renewable 
for an additional ten year perioe^. During the summer 
season the Lyme Art Association • i.11 continue to hold 
art exhib cions as it has 'one in th^ past in the upper 
(ground flc r) galleries. 


I enc ose a prospectv of the new Lyme ..eademy of Fine 
Arts w lich will give you an idea < i. its aims and purpose. 
I look forward to going rvei' the plans with you or with 
whoever you may uesignat to assist us in determining 
waat is reqv i.red. 


Sincerely yours 




Copy to fohn Seda, Fire Marshal 
Town of O’d Lyme, CT, 06^/1 








October 7 th, 1976 

Dear Mrs. Graf: 

Have been meaning to thank you for your nice 
letter, received earlier this summer, I have 
been so busy getting i 2 ueen Anne finished and 
trying to get the work done in time for our 
dream project - the Lyme Academ^r - that I have 
not had a moment to write. 

Queen Anne is now being cast in plaster and 
the Academy is due to open for at least one 
and we hope two classes on October I8th. The 
work is proceeding at a great pace to adapt 
the Lyme Art Gallery to school needs. The 
lower floor has all the rooms framed in and 
we are working to finish up the main floor 
so that we will have two gallery classrooms 
in oeration the first semester. 

We have a short term loan for phase one and 
we hope part of phase two of the project which 
would open the lower floor as well. That would 
leaee only the graphics room and parking lot 
to be completed in phase three with the land¬ 
scaping and final work. We are trying to 
interest as many members as possible in our 
project. Even though you live far from the 
area I hope you will join as a member to help 
us in these critical first days of our venture. 





I knbwthat living as far as you do from 
Old Lyme you will not be able to particpa^e 
in the lecture series etc. open to resident 
members but you did seem interested in 
what we were trying to accomplish last summer 
and so even if you decide not to become a 
members you will, I believe, be interested 
in the enclosed prospectus with a brief accourte 
of our aims. 

I hope you and Mr Graff had a pleasant 
summer and that you will visit us again 
next year. I would look forward to having 
you Join me again for lunch or dinner at 
the Old Lyme Inn. We all feel you are 
very much a part of Old Lyme even though 
you live so far from here. 

With all good wishes to you both. 


Sin«erely\ yours 




Ociobsr 21, 1976 


Itars* Elisabeth Gordon Chamfler 

Wll Pond Lane 

Old Lyoia, Comwcti^t 06371 

Dear Elisabeths 

In By opinion the clauM in the Lyne tot Association • toadaay 
lease certtsming irmitnmm premitffw perBits a pra^imtic approach. 


which is that the Acadosy shou^ pay tto ancasnt of pTMtions in excess 
of wtwt they wiaild have teen if %}« Acad^y ted not come into bsing. 

SinctoBly, 


temy L* Sh^iterd 



am aadstse 


.si* 

mmmJ Um 

Item irniimmims j bis 

ititmOosllS 

fmshe^ - tml^soaaA isA ma^J mtii «1 seiJuXa ^ 0 I 

34ia®esii£| s saiawi-^ awsaiwwrq •swwii^wi cwisl 

«*i wsais*e«q %o iHttose srttf bli»is ^MbaoA mii Sm^ ml ^ftm 
.|Miad b^rtl »ssc® ie« b»i ^aibeaA »ii Ut nmmd «i#Bff biiMW isif» %b 
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ARTICLES OF INCORPORATION 
(CONSTITUTION) 

(From the Certificate of Incorporation) 

ARTICLE I 

The name of the Coirporation shall be The Lyme Art Association, Incorporated* 
ARTICLE II* 

The purposes for which said Corporation is formed are the following, to 
wit; To own and maintain an Art Gallery; To hold Art Exhibitions; To advance the 
cause of Art; and to promote such interests of the town of Old Lyme, Connecticut, as 
may be determined by the members. 

In addition, the Corporation shall have the following purposes and powers: 

(a) To promote, advance and encovirage a public understanding and appreciation 
of, and public interest in the field of art* 

(b) To promote, encourage and develop talent and ability in the field of 
art through educational programs. 

(c) To present art exhibitioias for the benefit of the general public. 

(d) To engage in any lawful act or activity for which corporations may be 
formed under Chapter 600 of the Connecticut General Statutes. 

(e) To invest and reinvest its funds in such stock, common or preferred, 
bonds, debent\irea, mortgages, or in such other securities and property as its member¬ 
ship shall deem advisable, subject to the limitations and conditions contained in any 
bequest, devise, grant or gift, provided such limitations and conditions are not in 
conflict with the provisions of Section 501 (d) (3) of the Internal Revenue Code and 
its Regulations as they now exist or as they may hereafter be amended. 

(f) To receive and maintain a fund or funds of real or personal propejrty 
or both, and subject to the restrictions and limitations hereinafter set forth, to 
use and apply the whole or any part of tbe income therefrom and the principal thereof 
exclusively for charitable, religious, scientific, literary, or edvuiational purposes 
either directly or by contributions to organizations under Section 501 (d) (3) of the 
Internal Revenue Code and its Regiiatioixs as they now exist or as they may hereafter 
be amended. 


No part of t^ net eaz*nings of the Corporation shall inure to the benefit of 
any member, director, officer of the Corporation, or any private individual (except 
that reasonable compensation may be paid for services to or for the Corporation 
affecting one or more of its purposes), and no member, director, officer of the 
Corporation, or any private individual shall be entitled to share in the distribution 
of any of the corporate assets on dissolution of the Corporation. No substantial part 
of the activities of the Corporation shall be the carrying on of propaganda, or otherwise 
attempting to Influence legislation and the Corporation shall not participate in, or 
intervene in, (including the publication or distribution of statements) aiy political 
caapaign on the behalf of any candidate for public office. 

Notwithstanding any other provision of this certificate, the Corporation 
shall not conduct or carry on any activities not permitted to be conducted or carried 
on by an organization exen^jt under Section 501(d) (3) of the Internal Revenue Code 









